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‘Float with
a license plate’
elicits moratorium

Nicky BOYETTE

Alderman Mickey Schneider was outspoken at
the July 22 city council meeting about Ray Dotson’s
incursion into the downtown tour and taxi business
last weekend. Schneider told council Dotson’s driver
was using a license for an animal-drawn vehicle yet
he drove a “motorized carriage.” The driver acted as
a tour guide and a taxi service but had no license for
doing either.

“He was stealing rides from the taxis,” Schneider
declared.

Tom Tharp of Olden Days Carriage pointed
out that Dotson’s motorized carriage was traversing
Tharp’s routes, which is against the rules. Dotson’s
driver parked in loading zones and solicited rides,
also prohibited. “It is not a carriage; it is motorized.
He should follow the rules like everybody else,”
Tharp explained while holding a copy of City Code.

Glenn Brown of Abundant Transportation
called Dotson’s vehicle “a float with a license plate”
and claimed the vehicle committed “all sorts of
violations.” He described six to eight riders with
body parts hanging outside the vehicle. “If 1 had
people hanging out of the sun roof of my vehicle, I
figure I’d be cited,” Brown stated.

“Why weren’t they arrested?” asked alderman

It’s a bird ... it’s a plane ... no, it’s supercab! - a horseless horse-drawn carriage taxi van tour motorized
vehicle, or as one man described it, “a float with a license plate” Does it have a future in Eureka Springs? Read on.

PHoto BY Tom THARP

COUNCIL - DOTSON continued on page 31
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Thorncrown, Inspiration Point and Eureka Springs
under SWEPCQO'’s radar

BEcKY GILLETTE

Citing widespread opposition from the public and
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, three of the six routes
proposed by SWEPCO for a high voltage transmission
line from Shipe Road in Benton County to near the
Kings River north of Berryville now are “least favored
routes.” But opponents including the citizens’ group
Save The Ozarks (STO) are pressing forward with
opposition to all routes.

“As a result of information gathered from the
numerous public and governmental commenters,
and the testimony of interveners, SWEPCO believes
that routes 62, 86 and 91 should now be considered
the least favored routes,” said SWEPCO expert
witness Brian A. Johnson in testimony filed July 19.
“Thousands of individuals around the country have
verified SWEPCO’s decision as they have expressed
their opposition to any transmission lines in close
proximity to Thorncrown Chapel, Inspiration Point
and historic downtown Eureka Springs. In addition,
the Corps has recently indicated that it prefers the
company’s proposed route 33 as well as alternate

routes 108 and 109. Those routes provide practical
alternatives to the routes which would require a Corps
of Engineers easement to cross Beaver Lake in the
Indian Creek area. The Corps will not allow easements
over Corps property if practical alternatives exist.”

SWEPCO’s new ranking of the routes is route 33,
followed by the most northern route, 109, and the most
southern route, 108. SWEPCO has recommended
that routes 62, 86 and 91 be removed from further
consideration unless and until the Arkansas Public
Service Commission (APSC) determines that
routes 33, 109 and 108 are not reasonable. In that
event, SWEPCO said it would initiate a renewed
consideration of easements for routes 62, 86 and 91
with the Corps.

SWEPCO continues to assert that its proposed
route 33 is a reasonable route and thus should be
approved by the Arkansas Public Service Commission.

Doug Stowe, a director for Save The Ozarks
(STO) whose home is along the route closest to
Eureka Springs that now has least favored status, said
the route selection methodology has been shown to be
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clearly flawed because it didn’t take into consideration
possible response from federal agencies or response
from residents and business owners near the White
River, Inspiration Point and the Eureka Springs
Historic District.

Ilene Powell, a power line opponent helping
to create awareness for STO and fight SWEPCQO’s
proposed project, said it isn’t accurate to say the three
routes were axed or abandoned.

Powell, who is an affected landowner for four of
the six routes, said, “They are merely lower on the
list. They can always revisit them if the other three
are denied. Personally, I think this is a strategy to get
people on those three routes to not fight anymore and
give SWEPCO less resistance to the project. Do you
think people on those routes will continue to fight
the other three if they are considered ‘safe’? It’s a
diversion tactic.

Powell said every route has a negative impact,
and she found offensive photos included in Johnson’s
exhibits including one of a boy riding a bicycle under

SWEPCO - ROUTES continued on page 27
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Sheriff defends policies

Nicky BOYETTE

Sheriff Bob Grudek told the Quorum
Court at its July 19 meeting there have
been no changes in services by his depart-
ment for the town of Oak Grove. He said
Oak Grove wants his department to en-
force city ordinances and his deputies can-
not do that. Grudek said the town needs
its own city marshal to enforce its statutes,
adding that there are unincorporated areas
in the county which hardly ever see an of-
ficer on patrol because his deputies can be
only so many places, so he certainly can-
not park one all the time in Oak Grove to
do police work.

He also disagreed with the suggestion
his deputies are spending extra time in
Green Forest. Justice of the Peace Don
McNeely commented, “I’ve seen them
sitting there.” Grudek said his department
has jurisdiction over the whole county
so they must pass through Green Forest,
and if they see a speeder they will act or
they might take a break there, but denied
deputies are “stepping on toes” of police
departments.

Grudek reaffirmed his stance on not
accepting prisoners who might require
medical attention. He stated firmly he
would not put the county at risk. He
pointed out the example of a police officer
bringing in a prisoner who was having
trouble breathing, but the officer released
the handcuffs from the prisoner and drove
away leaving deputies to deal with the sick
prisoner.

Newly-seated JP Tim Garrison asked
Grudek if there were a conflict between
federal and state laws, and Grudek stated
federal law would trump the state. Garrison
said Grudek’s assessment “leaves it open
to your interpretation.”

Grudek responded he was giving the
opinion of Rainwater, Holt and Sexton,
the risk management attorneys for Carroll
County and about 30 other counties.

David Phillips from the county
prosecutor’s office stated Tony Rogers
is the county attorney, and Grudek’s
statement that federal law trumps state
law might be misleading. State law is at
issue, Phillips stated, and state law should
prevail.

JP Ron Flake replied he was not
aware of any risk management cases
handled by Tony Rogers. Rainwater is

the expert, Flake claimed, and the court
should pay attention to what he has to say
about the jails. Flake said he would like a
representative of Rainwater to speak to the
court to resolve these disputes.

JP Gaylon Riggs said he would like to
see a list of prisoners rejected by Grudek,
including the reasons, and have Rainwater
give an opinion.

JP Lamont Richie commented, “None
of us is the sheriff.” He said Grudek sets his
policies and the court funds the position,
and “if people don’t like the policies, then
they should run for sheriff next year.”

Flake also mentioned deputy
prosecutor Devon Closser had written an
ordinance defining the central dispatch
system, but the ordinance was not
presented to the court because Grudek
had withdrawn his proposed changes to
the system. Flake said the dispatch system
is funded with taxpayer money so it must
provide the same services for everyone in
the county.

JP Jack Deaton declared the issue
is not about this particular sheriff. He
said voters want central dispatch to be
on a level playing field for everyone in
the county. He also said he hopes to see
more positive news about the sheriff’s
department in local papers.

JP Gaylon Riggs said he wanted to
see the ordinance on the next court agenda
so they “can put the issue to bed.”

Other issues
e The court approved resolutions

seating Jerl Swofford to the Carroll County
Equalization Board and Jim Simmons to
the board of the Western Carroll County
Ambulance District.

» JPs voted to allow the Airport
Commission to borrow $400,000 from
Community First Bank to secure the
hangar construction project. Funds from
a $300,000 grant will be released from
the Arkansas Department of Aeronautics
once the project is completed.

* Richie said the Facilities
Committee recommends Judge Sam
Barr renegotiate a three-year lease
for the county prosecutor’s office
at its present location but set up a
citizens’ committee to look at the
county’s facilities and report back
in six months with suggestions for
a long-range approach to housing
county offices. Richie pointed out the
county building they were in at the
moment need attention, as do others.
He encouraged the long-range vision
to reflect opinions from both sides of
the river. Barr asked for volunteers to
sit on the committee.

* JPs voted to add a full-time
position to the Green Forest Library.

* Flake said the Water Committee
met in an attempt to determine how to
meet the water needs of the county. The
next meeting of the Water Committee
will be Thursday, August 15, at 2 p.m.
at the Cooperative Extension office on
Freeman Switch Road in Berryville.

Super Science Friday July 26

Natalie Casey with Hobbs State Park brings science programs to Carroll
County Public Libraries as part of the Dig Into Reading Summer Reading
Program. The topic July 26 will be “Conservation Nation.” Learn how to make
a positive impact on our environment and the world around us.

“Conservation Nation” will be at the Eureka Springs Carnegie Public
Library at 3 p.m., Green Forest Public Library at 10 a.m. and Berryville Public

Library at 1 p.m.

Programs are free and open to all ages. For more information visit www.
carrollmadisonlibraries.org, find your library on Facebook, or call Carnegie

Library at (479) 253-8754.

End of Summer Reading Party at Carnegie

Tonstant weaders are invited to the Library Annex Monday, July 29 at
3 p.m. for the End of Summer Reading Party! Reading Certificates will be
handed out to those who’ve reached their reading goal. There will also be
snacks, crafts, door prizes and games — so don’t miss out on the fun!

www.EurekaAllSeasons.com

We Moved. . . come visit us at our
new location at 105-A W. Van Buren
in the Community First Bank Complex!

BEAVER LAKE FRONT with 3 acres. Wonderful open
floor plan with expansive deck overlooking the lake. 3
Bed/2.5Bath 2-car garage. Cedar home with native stone
woodburning fireplace, extra large master & bath with
jetted tub. Vaulted ceilings with boxcar siding, pine floors &
much more! MLS#675537 $299,900

GREAT HOME with possible in-law apt. Located on low
traffic dead end street. Enjoy this 4bd, 2.5ba, 2 living-area
home with 2 car carport nestled in the tall pines just above
the historic town of Eureka Springs. Perfect vacation home
or primary residence. Home has nice covered deck and
patio on rear to enjoy the scenery and large storage room
and workshop in basement under carport. MLS#671792
$159,900

¥
o

floor plan, Ig. kitchen, privacy plan with Ig. master suite on
west end of home and guest rooms on east end. Great deck
for entertaining. Hottub and Ig. level corner lot convey with
the sale. Level circle driveway & 2 garages, 1 attached & 1
detached with 4 car capacity and workshop area. Cleared
parking area on adjacent lot for RV or boat. Great location
close to lake access and boat ramps. MLS#680385 $250,000

All
Seasons
REAL ESTATE

105-AW. Van Buren ¢ Eureka Springs ¢ 479.253.0303
35Woodsdale Dr. * Holiday Island e 479.253.7255
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The people’s voice prevails; STO energized

Becky GILLETTE

After the hearing last week before the Arkansas
Public Service Commission administrative law judge,
one can say Eureka Springs is a community where
people stand up for what they care about as 229 people
spoke against SWEPCO clear cutting a swath 150-ft.-
wide for at least 48 miles from Benton County to near
the Kings River.

Some speakers had difficulty controlling their
emotions. They spoke of sleepless nights and concern
of the future. They gave eloquent testimony to the
damage the project has already caused to the emotional
well being of the community, while pledging to do all
in their power to protect the Ozark Mountains.

“The depth, sincerity, clarity and number of
responses made the public hearing the most powerful
event I’ve witnessed in my 38 years as a resident of
Eureka Springs,” said Doug Stowe, who is on the
board of directors of Save The Ozarks (STO). “How
could anyone have witnessed the public hearing and
not be impressed?”

Speakers conveyed concern about the alternative
routes being considered for the high voltage line that
would have towers 150-foot-tall and taller every 800
feet, requiring drilling of boreholes up to ten feet wide
and 30 feet deep in the fragile karst terrain.

Following two days of public comments in
Eureka Springs, a similar hearing held in Rogers drew
64 speakers — all speaking in opposition to the project.
That hearing was held for only one day because
everyone who signed up had the opportunity to speak
the first day.

“I'had my doubts that there would be a good turnout
in Rogers,” said Stowe. “Most folks have become
accustomed to power lines running rampant and out of
their control. Also, television reports showed wimpy
normal power lines as video background in their
coverage of the issue and folks were plainly misled as
to what this power line will look like and what it will
do to the character of their communities. In various
communities, too, there seemed to be the assumption
that their elected officials through their interventions
will be able to protect them. Here in Eureka Springs
and Carroll County it became clear from the outset
that we were largely on our own and that we had to
take the lead if there was to be any response.”

A lot of people who spoke at the public hearing
were worried, both about how they could be impacted
onapersonal level and how the area’s tourism economy
could be impacted if tourists start shunning the area if
scenic areas like the rivers, lakes and overlooks are
marred by a gigantic transmission line. Speaker after
speaker addressed concerns about major construction
in the fragile karst landscape, which one speaker
described as like Swiss cheese, and what impact that
might have on caves and springs.

There have also been fears that it is a “done deal,”
that this is a federal mandate that will go through even
if there is nearly unanimous opposition to the project
in Carroll County. But STO is not about to give up.

“We are continuing the legal process to stop the
power line,” Stowe said. “We had been informed
early in the process that political response is important
in giving momentum to a legal case. Folks on
commissions will rarely stand up in legal proceedings
against projects put forth by corporations unless they
see significant political justification for their doing so.
So what our own folks gave to our legal process by
spending two full days standing up against the project
was important support for all that comes next. Those
who took time to comment at the hearings are the wind
that provides lift for STO legal action which could not
proceed without citizen support.”

There are cases elsewhere in the country where
similar citizen battles have been won. In New York
State, the power companies tried to put in a 500 kV
power line.

“Our expert witness Richard Smardon worked on
that one,” Stowe said. “The citizens prevailed against
the power companies and their federal mandate to
put in that line. There are other examples where the
citizens prevailed.”

Another STO director, Pat Costner, said the
amazing public hearing had an enormous impact where
it counts the most — with the people of Northwest
Arkansas. “Now we need to focus that ‘people power’
where it will count the most — on Gov. Mike Beebe,
other elected officials and the board and investors
of American Electric Power, the parent company of
SWEPCO,” Costner said.

Stowe said it should be clearly understood that
the SWEPCO proposal to run a line from Shipe Road
to a $600,000 cow pasture on the Kings River (real
estate experts say SWEPCO paid four times what

the property was worth) was SWEPCO’s idea and
SWEPCO’s alone.

“The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC), the North American Electric Reliability Corp.
(NERC) and the Southern Power Pool (SPP) aren’t
micromanaging power line routing at that level,” he
said. “SPP wants a power line to reinforce this one
that might give us trouble if one of those big super
tornados took out the one they already have running
from Centerton to Springfield.”

Opponents of the project said SWEPCO is
using the opportunity instead to propose a line
that would move massive amounts of more power
than was indicated by SPP to relieve overloading
if the line from Centerton to Springfield went out.
Opponents allege the line isn’t about relieving
overloading, but allowing SWEPCO to make out-
of-state sales from the company’s dirty coal fired
power plants in Arkansas.

The next step in the SWEPCO power line issue
will be evidentiary hearings in Little Rock that begin
Aug. 26. The administrative law judge, Connie
Griffin, who conducted public hearings in Eurecka
Springs and Rogers, will hear testimony and cross
examination of expert witnesses. The judge will
make a recommendation to the three-member Public
Service Commission, which can accept or reject her
recommendations.

STO plans to be busy in the month ahead prior to
the hearings in Little Rock in August.

“We will be working to keep the public informed,
working to raise money, helping attorneys file motions
on the APSC docket, and planning ways to keep the
public involved all the way through,” Stowe said.
“SWEPCO wants to run right through the most
beautiful lands in Northwest Arkansas because we’re
too powerless to stop them. Are they right? I don’t
think so0.”

Festival offers International foods, family fun

The Festival of Saint Anne is Saturday, July 27 from 4:30 — 10(ish) p.m. at St. Anne Catholic Church
on US 62 in Berryville. You won’t want to miss the “almost famous” homemade tamale (both red and
green) dinner and an International Food Fest with dishes from Guatemala, Mexico, Philippines, Vietnam,
El Salvador and the USA being served from 4:30 — 8 p.m.

For the kids there will be a wonderland of games including the Little Train, bouncy houses, splash
games, snow cones and cotton candy along with wild and wacky prizes. For adults there’s Bingo, “Take the

Cake,” a washer toss and a free throw competition.

There will also be a raffle with a 1% prize of $1000; 2™ prize, $750; 3 prize, $500; 4® prize, $250 and
5% prize of $100. Tickets are only $1 each or six for $5. Tickets sold in advance or at the festival, and you
need not be present to win. Must be 18 to purchase. The drawing will be held at 9:30 p.m.

Fun and games for the whole family will go on all day and the KTHS Road Crew will be present from

5 —17:30 p.m. to add to the merriment.

Come wish Fr. Shaun a fond farewell and also welcome Fr. Kevin Atunzu to the community at this great

family outing.
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On closing Spring Street for events ... or not

C. D. WHITE

Several people spoke at a recent
community meeting to voice opinions
for and against closing Spring Street
for a Euro-style fair proposed by the
Eureka Springs Arts Council. To clarify
some of the comments and present both
aspects of the issue to those who could
not attend, the Independent polled a few
Spring Street merchants and artists.

Darlene Schrum of Emerald Forest
Clothing/Spring Street Peddler felt the
street should be left open because, “It’s
the only through street in the downtown
area. Closing it will cut off access to
shops, the New Orleans Hotel, Basin
Park Hotel, the US Post Office and our
historical unique downtown.

“It will cause extreme congestion at
the Main and Spring Street intersection.
Some cars will be let through, which can
only be determined by them stopping
and talking to the persons making that
decision. Other vehicles will be rerouted
to ‘alternate routes’ (Mountain, Hillside
and Grand). Traffic, which is usually
very heavy on weekends, will be much
worse and cause confusion and stress
for anyone traveling north on Main.”

“I don’t have an objection to it [the
Euro-style fair] if it’s done somewhere
away from the downtown area. I
believe it can easily be done without
closing streets.” Schrum does not
believe having the event outside of the
downtown area would hurt business by
attracting people away from town, and
is in favor of promoting the arts.

“Promoting the arts and shops of
Eureka is always a good idea but one
doesn’t have to take away from the
other,” Schrum said.

Artifact Gallery owners, Rob and
Sharon Roos, spoke to the issue from
the viewpoint of what would be best
for their gallery business and would
“enhance the reputation of Eureka
Springs as a fine art destination.”

“If the event is well designed and
marketed both locally and outside the
area with a focus on quality, we think it
is worth a try for a couple of Saturdays
to see what the response will be. In
the meeting about this topic a number
of long-time retailers said it had been
tried in the past with poor results.

“Walkability is a very important factor. Studies show
connected, walkable communities have a whole range
of benefits over communities that don t yet have these

attributes. That's why cities all over the world are

trying to retrofit themselves...’

)

George Abbot, ArtPlace America

However, times and people change and
the approach being considered now is
likely not the same as in the past.

“We experience virtual closure of
the street for a few hours on Saturday
every time there is parade. People stop
to watch the parade and the stores
empty. Parades attract few shoppers. At
least this would be an attempt to draw
people to the street for shopping. It is
always a pleasure to visit a town with
a pedestrian mall or shopping area, like
Boulder, Santa Fe, and many European
and Latin American cities. People in a
good frame of mind spend more money.

“Is any retailer in Eureka Springs
making so much money that they
can’t see experimenting in order to do
better?”

As to location, Rob commented,
“If it is done, it should be on the street
most likely to attract visitors and with
the greatest number of galleries, which
is Spring. We can’t imagine why any
retailer on Spring would want an event,
especially an art event, anywhere else
in town. If we attract visitors in the
frame of mind to buy art we want them
shopping on Spring.

“Special events promoting the
arts are great if they are marketed
to the right people. Events that are
designed to attract families and special
interests, like the auto groups, or things
involving coupons and discounts
don’t help bring in customers willing
to purchase original art. Attracting
only locals or those nearby makes a
fine party but results in few sales. We
need to be thinking of events that will
attract affluent customers from Kansas
City, Dallas, Little Rock, Tulsa, etc.
Our art buyers come from those cities
and we should broaden our marketing
and emphasize quality events and
merchandise. Advertising would need

to be done far enough in advance to
allow customers to plan to be here.”

Artist Robert R. Norman said,
“One of the issues I see with putting on
a fair of this nature is the level of artists’
participation. How would artists be
brought together and organized? Would
this be a juried show? The planning and
quality of the promotion needs to reflect
the quality of the artists” work who are
participating.

Norman concluded with, “The
Eureka Springs retail community can
benefit greatly by promoting the arts
in the area. Art consumers are affluent
and seem to spend money in all types of
establishments, not just on art.”

Photographer and businessman,
Edward C. Robison III, admitted he was
“on the fence.”

“Originally I was thinking it was
a great idea to close Spring Street for
a one day Euro-style street fair. After
hearing the public comments I’'m not
totally sure. I really like the idea of it,
but of course concepts and execution
are two different things! As I said in the
meeting I think the key to the success of
this is that it would not be a traditional
Art Fair.’

“l believe it needs to be an
interactive experience, one that draws
people into downtown and has unique
experiences for families and children
such as street performers, buskers,
chalk artists, a street drink and draw,
crafts for kids. Restaurants could even
get involved and have tables on the
street.”

As far as holding the event
somewhere else, Robison said, “No, the
concept relies on the kind of ‘European’
street feel that Spring Street offers. I
think that Spring Street is the perfect
street for this event. Although I haven’t

SPRING STREET continued on page 28
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FAA charging big air show fees

Nicky BOYETTE

Dale Mitchell, a retired pilot with an
interest in Carroll County Airport, told the
Airport Commission that the Federal Avi-
ation Administration has begun charging
sky-rocketing fees for the use of air traf-
fic controllers for air shows and fly-ins.
Mitchell said the price for an airshow in
Oshkosh, Wis., was almost $500,000.

However, Mitchell told the
commission the FAA defends the high
cost by “citing certain portions of the law
but not acting according to the law.” He
is trying to get the word out to pilots and
airport administrators to “see what the
rules actually say and do not accept what
they say the rules are.” Pilots are talking
about boycotting events in protest because
the FAA “is way out of bounds.”

Mitchell also had good news for

Carroll County Airport. He passed along
comments from pilots flying in who
speak highly of the courtesy cars, the
friendliness of staff and the attractive gas
prices. Mitchell said every time a plane
lands here, the revenue spreads through
the county.
All the rest

* Engineer and consultant Dan
Clinton reported the foundation for the
new hangars should be poured by the
end of the month and is on schedule.

The fencing project originally was
to build a fence ten feet inside the entire
airport perimeter, but after receiving
grant funds, Clinton learned any
fencing underneath the approach to the
runway would require lighting, so they
altered phase one of the project to fence
in around the hangars and other areas

‘ g F ' fancies

Eure ings

C. D. White

The current issue of Dog Fancy magazine features a full page on dog-friendly
Eureka Springs, thanks to Percy’s Pet Spa owner and Dog Park Chair, Rachel Brix.

Brix entered Eureka Springs in the magazine’s annual contest for the most dog-
friendly place in the nation; but the editor told her they had so many entries they had
to break the contest down by regions and pick one city from each. Brix submitted
a captivating article with an eye toward promoting our town, and Eureka Springs
was declared the winner in the Southeast Region and runner up for the national spot.

Mentioning the Wedding Capital of the South, Brix wrote, “We might also be
called the Dog Capital of the South.” The article mentions the work of the Good
Shepherd Shelter, our dog-friendly businesses and shops, and the efforts of citizens
to create a dog park. She included statistics from animal control officer, Jimmy
Evans, reporting about 2100 human and 2500 dog residents in town.

With a Dog Fancy readership of close to a quarter million, one might expect
a few more doggie tourists as well — and Brix hopes they’ll soon have a Dog Park
to visit. That may not be far off. The project brought in $1,521 at the Doggie-Style
Happy Hour on July 24 at Eureka Live. Paws up, Eureka!

not requiring lighting.

* Arkansas  Department  of
Aeronautics granted $300,000 toward
the construction of the hangars but,
according to commissioner Dave
Teigen, the ADA “will cut a check upon
completion.” Therefore the commission
must secure a loan for the interim, and they
voted unanimously to ask the Quorum
Court to pass a resolution approving their
request of the loan. Justice of the Peace

John Reeve said he would sponsor the
resolution.

» Commissioner Ron Rupe reported
he had just received an offer for two
cabinets to house the collection of model
airplanes already donated to the airport.
The price for the cabinets was $4000.
Teigen suggested they table the discussion
until they measure the cabinets.

Next meeting will be Thursday,
August 15, at noon.

Downtown sketch crawl & outdoor
adventures July 26

Join Mary Springer on Friday, July 26, for a sketch crawl downtown starting at 5

p.m. at Pied Piper Pub, moving to The StoneHouse and ending at The New Delhi Café.
Participants will sketch scenes and enjoy complimentary goodies. Included in the $10
ticket price is a sketchbook and pencil. Proceeds benefit The Eureka Springs School of
the Arts and Eureka Spring Downtown Network Main Street program. Tickets available
on the night of the event at participating locations and in Basin Spring Park.

The event is only part of the Fun After 5! Outside Adventure from 5 — 7 p.m. Free
activities open to the public include trail rides led by the Xterra and The Eurekan Teams.
Explore downtown Eureka Springs with expert riders!

Guided hiking more your speed? Local hikers will take you on short trail walks
through downtown trails. Leader, Dorothy Guertin of Dogs by Dorothy, will lead all
levels of hiking during the event in downtown Eureka Springs.

Giant Jenga, Giant Pick Up Sticks and S’Mores provided by the Eureka Springs
Teen Network as a fundraiser for their class. Try your hand at the large-scale toys, and
then enter for the chance to win one of these game sets for future backyard adventures!

Bring the kiddos and explore free craft booths and the storytellers’ tent, and go on a
nature scavenger hunt and swat the pifiata. Boy Scouts will showcase outdoor cooking
skills for those new to the thrill of the grill or who want to up their game. Learn how with
several courses of fun food to try in your own outdoor kitchen.

Ozark Mountain Trading Company will also be onsite with several new brands and
models of canoes. Here’s a chance to talk with the experts in small watercraft. Come
out for family fun for all ages. See more info and updates on the Fun after 5! Facebook
event page.

Blood reserves needed, drive scheduled July 31

Community Blood Center of the Each donation will be awarded

Ozarks (CBCO) has issued a Code
Yellow for A positive, O positive, A
negative, and O negative blood types.
There is less than a two-day supply
of these types of blood on hospital
shelves. Your donation is needed to help
replenish the supply. It takes over 275
donations every day to meet the needs
of the thirty-eight area hospitals that use
CBCO products. CBCO will be holding
a drive at the Eureka Springs Inn of the
Ozarks on Wednesday, July 31, 1 — 6
p.m.

1000 LifePoints, which is CBCO’s
new donor rewards program.
LifePoints offers some great gifts
to donors and is a great way to
say thank you for your dedication.
Eligibility requirements include
weighing at least 110 pounds,
being in general good health and
presenting required ID.

For more information about
this blood drive and the LifePoints
donor rewards program, see wWww.
cbco.org or call (800) 280-5337.
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INDEPENDENTNews

Nicky BOYETTE

Parks Director Bruce Levine told
city council Monday there is a goose
dilemma at Lake Leatherwood City Park.
A population of 27 geese, mostly Canada
geese, with a few domestics, have settled
into one general area and fouled the water
to the point of forcing Parks to close the
swimming area indefinitely.

Levine said the birds are not migratory
and are breeding. Schneider noted the little
ducklings are very cute.

Levine has learned he and his staff
must go through a series of measures
in handling the problem. The first step
would be for council to pass a strict “No
Feeding” ordinance. Then Parks can try
pyrotechnics, harassment by dogs and

[f they would just fly away

any kind of strategy designed to annoy the
geese to the point of leaving the area. Then
they would be someone else’s problem,
which Levine said is part of the problem.

If none of the harassment measures
work, Parks could get permission to trap
some of the birds, but they could legally
trap only 20 percent of the population at
a time. In this case, they could catch 5.4
birds. Mitchell asked how removing only
a few birds would make any difference,
and Levine said it might not.

Levine said the city needs to remove
all the geese. Taking them to a new
location does not preclude they won’t fly
right back. The answer for the City of
Bella Vista, which went through the list of
harassment strategies, was taking trapped

Fill buses for kids during
Carroll County School Supply Drive
July 31

KTHS Radio and Mercy Hospital-Berryville are holding the 2013 Carroll
County School Supply Drive Wednesday, July 31. Individuals and businesses
are invited to assist by “adopting a seat” and providing supplies to fill that seat
on a school bus. Hopes are that several buses will be filled with supplies for
Carroll County students in need.

Requested items include: subject spiral notebooks, loose leaf paper, colored
pencils, hand sanitizer, #2 pencils/eraser, two-pocket folders, crayons, glue,
scissors, pens, Kleenex, construction paper, dry erase markers, highlighters,
rulers and blank CDs.

All supplies will be distributed to Eureka Springs, Berryville and Green
Forest Public Schools, Head Start Programs and the Carroll County Learning
Center to assist local students in need.

Supplies may be dropped off at Mercy Hospital-Berryville from 10 a.m.
— Noon. There will be a KTHS live remote from 11 a.m. — Noon reporting on
the progress. For more information call Tammy at (870) 423 - 5236.

birds to a processing plant in Missouri.
Levine said there could also be the slight
possibility of closing the park for a couple
of days and working with Arkansas Game
& Fish to conduct a sanctioned hunt. He
will report back on his progress.

Council wrap-up

Other items

* Levine reported the cost of repairing
the road into Lake Leatherwood City Park
is about $180,000. Parks received grant
funds toward this project in the amount
of $85,000 from the Arkansas Highway
Department, and Parks has a similar
amount set aside. Parks will not see the
new sales tax funds until September, so
for the road to be repaired this year, Levine
said Parks might need for the city to secure
some of the initial expense to be repaid by
the sales tax funds.

* Levine also announced he wants
to revive the concept of a Land Bank,
an account in the city budget funded by
donations and the sale of city properties
the city does not want or no longer needs.
The account will be used exclusively to
purchase properties it wants.

* Jerry Landrum told council he has
been working on a composting project
which he hopes could be implemented
to make use of the kitchen scraps from
restaurants in town.

He acknowledged another attempt had
been made in the past, and he has heard the
tales of rampant wildlife participation. He
wants to avoid the same circumstances, so
he has been using large closed tote tanks
and filling them with scraps from two
restaurants. He briefly described how a
row of these tanks properly tended could
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produce heaps of compost. He will report
back.

* Council approved the second
reading of the ordinance which assigns
the limo license its own line in the license
register. A license is $50.

* The first reading of Ordinance
#2188, which extends the 200-ft. rule to
all residential zones, passed unanimously.
This ordinance would prohibit the issuance
of a Conditional Use Permit to a property
within 200 feet of another property with a
CUP for the same or similar service.

* Council also passed the resolution
confirming a 90-day moratorium on
issuance of CUPs (unless already in
process) in R-1.

* Mayor Morris Pate announced the
bathrooms in the North Main parking
lot will cost between $40,000-50,000.
Completed plans will be forthcoming
soon so the project can be put out to bid.

* Phil Jackson, executive director of
the Carroll County Waste Management
Authority, provided the educational video
for alderman before the meeting. He urged
council to continue talking about efforts to
encourage recycling.

» Faith Shah told council some
folks think council is against only part
of the proposed SWEPCO project, and
she wanted to hear council state its
objection to all the proposed routes. Her
husband Michael Shah, also speaking
about the SEPCO maelstrom, told
council, “You’ll be ashamed if you let
this go through. This is not business as
usual. Take a stand!”

Next meeting will be Monday, August
12, at 6 p.m.

Fresh. Buy tocal{

Fresh, local
produce and meats.
Breads & baked goods.

Saturdays
8:30to 11:30 a.m.
Ermilio’s Parking Lot
Facebook.com/SaturdayFarmersMarket
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INDEPENDENTNews

SPP and SWEPCO
at odds over ‘increased reliability’

Becky GILLETTE

There has been a good bit of confusion about the proposed
high voltage power line SWEPCO wants to put in from its
existing Shipe Road Station in Benton County to a proposed new
$20-million Kings River Station near Berryville.

“The proposed facilities will provide increased reliability and
overload relief in eastern Benton County and Carroll County,”
SWEPCO spokesman Peter Main said. “They address long-term
upgrades to the grid for the North Arkansas and South Missouri
region, as identified and mandated by the Southwest Power Pool
(SPP).”

Some people have read “increased reliability” to mean
that more electric power is needed in the region. But that isn’t
necessarily the case, according to Pat Costner, former senior
scientist for Greenpeace and a co-founder and director of Save
the Ozarks (STO). Costner said the project is designed to prevent
power overloading of two lines — Beaver-Eureka 161 kilovolt
(kV) and East Rogers-Avoca 161 kV — if there is a future
outage of the Flint Creek to Brookline 345 kV line that goes to
Springfield, Mo.

SWEPCO has said it is being required to build the power line
by the regional transmission group SPP, of which SWEPCO is a
member. Costner said a major flaw is that the project described
by SWEPCO in its application to APSC is substantially different
from the actions listed in the Notice to Construct that SPP issued to
SWEPCO, and SWEPCO cited as justification for its application.

Page 13 of the Notice to Construct issued to SWEPCO by
SPP includes clear descriptions of actions SPP directed SWEPCO
to take. Costner said the actions do not include any mention of a
Shipe Road Substation or a Kings River Substation. SPP ordered
SWEPCO to take the following actions: 1. Install a new 345/161
kV transformer at the existing Osage Creek substation; 2.
Construct a nine mile 345 kV line from the Centerton Substation
to the East Rogers Substation; and 3. Construct a 32-mile 345
kV line from the East Rogers Substation to the Osage Creek
Substation.

The upgrade justification given by SPP is to relieve overload
on the Beaver-Eureka 161 kV and East Rogers-Avoca 161 kV
lines if the Flint Creek to Brookline 345 kV line experiences an
outage.

Costner said the actions SPP ordered SWEPCO to take are
substantially different from the actions SWEPCO listed in their
application to the Arkansas Public Service Commission (APSC):
1. Construct a new 48-mile 345 kV line from their newly
constructed Shipe Road Substation to their proposed yet-to-be
constructed Kings River Substation. 2. Construct the Kings River
Substation on property SWEPCO purchased earlier this year.

In his pre-filed written testimony, STO expert witness Dr.
Hyde Merrill, an electrical engineer, presented six alternative
solutions to the potential power overloading problem, each of
which could be provided at less cost with less disruption to the
environment and local tourism economy. Merrill’s testimony is
a key element in STO’s challenge of SWEPCO’s entire project.

Potential for an overload is based on questionable
assumptions, according to Costner. “SPP’s Ozark Transmission
Study was based on the assumption that Washington and Benton
Counties region would continue to grow at the same rapid rate
and have the same steep rise in power demand that was occurring
before the Great Recession of 2009,” she said. “That hasn’t
happened. Post-recession growth rates and power demands in
these two counties are markedly slower than the rates predicted
in the 2008 Ozark Study. In the eastern part of the region, Carroll
and Madison Counties, both growth and power demand have
been essentially flat if not negative since the Great Recession.”

For SWEPCO’s project to go through, SWEPCO must first
prove to the APSC that the project is needed and there are no better
alternatives. “SWEPCO has failed to prove a need for their project
and the only alternative they have considered is to do nothing,”
Costner said. She also challenged SWEPCO’s Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS), saying it suffers from numerous flaws
that preclude an assessment of potential environmental impacts.

Costner said flaws include that SWEPCO’s proposed project
will have no significant impact on the economy of the affected
area. However, no data or other information are presented to
substantiate this claim fully, while data readily available from
Arkansas state agencies to discount this claim were ignored or
omitted.

Also, the EIS includes the claim that SWEPCQO’s proposed
project will have no significant impacts on the environment,
but fails to address factors that will potentially have significant
environmental impacts, including failure to provide an estimate
of the number of monopoles to be installed and provide a
description for preparing sites and constructing foundations.

Ladies of Faith brunch
July 30

The Arkansas Ladies of Faith monthly brunch is
Tuesday, July 30, 10 a.m. at the Gazebo Restaurant.
Special guest speaker is Tracey Mooney, pastor and
missionary evangelist. Vanguard Ministries was formed
in 2005 after mission trips to Sri Lanka right after the
devastation of the Tsunami and is currently establishing
many churches in India with a vision to plant 100 churches
by 2015.

Among their endeavors is a TV ministry in India
and working on building their first orphanage. On a local
level they established a Caring People group in Harrison,
which is an outreach for single moms, and are working
with a ministry in Springfield, Mo., that reaches out to
the homeless. For more information, call Charlene or
Margo at (870) 365-0004, (479) 981-6388 or visit www.
ArkansasLadiesofFaith.webs.com.
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At Planning, the CUP runneth on and on

Nicky BOYETTE

Members of the Planning Commis-
sion expressed their opinions about the
90-day moratorium imposed by city coun-
cil on the issuance of Conditional Use Per-
mits in the R-1 zone. Commissioner Me-
lissa Greene stated, I still feel like it was a
knee-jerk reaction.”

She said it was “sort of a slap in the
face” for council to think Planning could
not handle the CUPs that land on its
agenda. “If a CUP shouldn’t be approved,
we won’t approve it,” she commented.

Commissioner Pat Lujan differed
from Greene in that he saw council
imposing only a temporary stopgap,
changeable at any meeting, which would
allow council and Planning to continue
looking at how to further protect R-1.
He said he appreciated what council was
trying to do.

Commissioner Ed Leswig provided a
historical perspective to the ebb and flow
of the situation. He said 25 years ago,

there were many homes
in Eureka Springs which
sorely needed refurbishing
and the town encouraged
newcomers to  move
in and help rebuild the
neighborhoods. By 2000,
most of the homes that
needed a remake had been
remade.

At that time the
city began to perceive a
problem because of the overload of bed and
breakfasts and tourist lodgings moving into
R-1. The 200-ft. rule went into effect, and
Leswig said it made a positive difference.
He mentioned Planning has already asked
council to apply the 200-ft. rule to all
residential zones, and he said if there were
still a problem with commercial incursion
into residential areas, one solution would
be to simply extend the 200-ft. rule to a
farther distance.

Commissioner James Morris, who

JAMES MORRIS

Peachtree Village Assisted Living

5 Park Drive, Holiday
(Just off Hwy. 23 North by the Bluffs)
479-253-9933 e www.peachtreevillage.org

CAI.I.‘ OR DROP BY FOR A TOUR

Méo%«b&ﬁm Lov
. with a touch 6 class

Studio, 1BR and 2BR Floor Plans @ Private Patios & Decks ® Large Closets ® Beauty Salon

3 Meals Daily (served restaurant-style) ® 24-hour Staff for Assistance when you need it
Assistance available for bathing, dressing, grooming, medications

Island, AR
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chaired the meeting in
the absence of Beverly
Blankenship, looked
askance at the moratorium.
He pointed out the last
three times Planning has
denied a CUP, council had
overturned the denial and
granted the CUP. To him,
this means if there is a
problem it is with council,
not Planning.

Regarding the moratorium, Morris
said, “There is nothing tragic about it, but
what is the need? I'd be happy if they would
explain it to me. I hope they back away and
allow Planning to do its job.” He said they
want to work with council, but they need
council to want to work with them.

Leswig advised they table the topic
for the time being.

CUP granted

The meeting began with a public
hearing for a CUP for one additional
unit for the Hidden Springs B&B at 23
Hillside. Applicant John Speed said he
simply had an extra room and wanted to
expand. Commissioners made a site visit
to the property prior to the meeting.

Morris reported there had been one
letter in support of the application and all
paperwork was in order and requirements
met. Leswig added Speed had agreed to
get a Certificate of Occupancy for the new
unit before renting it.

Vote to approve the CUP was
unanimous.

New CUP category

Leswig presented a definition for a

new category of conditional use for the

FAIN'S HERBACY
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Expert Gmdance
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Jim Fain, PhD
61 North Main St. | Eureka Springs | 479.253.5687
http://stores.ebay.com/defyaging

C-3 zone. Recently, the addition of “Light
Entertainment” was turned down for C-3
because the allowable uses included,
among others, bowling alleys and bars.
Leswig suggested “Intimate Theater” be
added as a new conditional use category
for which an applicant can apply.

His definition for Intimate Theater was
“A building for dramatic presentations,
stage entertainment, musical concerts or
presentation of motion pictures. Maximum
capacity equal to four (4) times the number
of on-site parking places. No food or drink
can be offered for sale on-site.”

Leswig pointed out time constraints
already exist in Code for C-3, and a
business could not open its doors before 7
a.m. nor be open past 9 p.m. He clarified
that his suggestion was for a new category
and an applicant would still need to follow
protocol to be approved for Intimate
Theater just like for any other CUP
category. He said the impetus behind the
suggestion was to offer an opportunity for
sites like the Gavioli Chapel to be usable
as entertainment venues.

Vote to approve sending his suggestion
on to council was 4-1, commissioner
Denys Flaherty voting No.

Two more

e Commissioners approved a new
construction review for a deck to be built
off the owners’ quarters at the Lodge
Motel at 3031 E. Van Buren.

e Commissioners also approved
sending along to council Leswig’s
proposed ordinance regarding multi-
family dwellings in town.

Next meeting will be Tuesday, August
13, at 6 p.m.

Open . Open
Books ' Minds

CARROLL COUNTY LITERACY COUNCIL

If you can read this and know someone
who can't, we can help.
(allus at 870-505-1556
or visit our website
for more information:
www.carrollcountyliteracy.org




Country Showdown deadline August 2

Calling all aspiring country music artists of any age
— are you preparing for the 32nd Annual Texaco Country
Showdown at Pine Mountain Theater on August 177 It
could be worth $10,000. The deadline for all acts is August
2, so if you don’t have your entry registration yet, get one at
KTHS - host of the local competition.

This is a nationwide contest, and Arkansas acts will
compete for the opportunity to perform at the Arkansas State
Texaco Country Showdown. State winners vie for a $1,000
cash prize and will advance to a regional competition in the

fall. Five regional winners are awarded an all-expense paid
trip to the National Final where they will compete for the
$100,000 Grand Prize and the National Title.

If you’re not entering, just come out and enjoy the
show of local talent on August 17 at 2 p.m. at Pine Mountain
Theater, the perfect atmosphere to feature the best and
most entertaining talent in our area. The Texaco Country
Showdown gives aspiring country music artists in America
a chance to launch their professional careers. You may be
seeing, hearing and applauding the next country music star.

Open to vocal and/or instrumental performers, the
event welcomes individual acts or groups with up to seven
members. A $20 entry fee is required of all acts entering
the Texaco Country Showdown competitions produced by
participating country music radio stations.

Entry forms are available at KTHS in Berryville.
For more information call (870) 423-2147 or visit
www.kthsradio.com. Full rules and details at www.
countryshowdown.com. Local entries must be received by
August 2.

EATINGOUT in our cool little town

Comfort food to haute cuisine — we have it all

#1 Recommended Restaurant in Eureka Springs

Voted #1 Restaurant by
Arkansas Times

Readers’ Choice Awards
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Geese at Lake
Leatherwood City
Park
Editor,

It seems the problem is with the
people at LLCP, not the geese.

The spectrum runs wide — to
all people who love the geese and still
feed them to those who think they are
disgusting and should be eradicated. It
sounds like the park director is at one
end of the extreme. [Parks Director]
Levine does not speak for everyone.

Why can’t they rake the beach
like they did last year so it’s usable to
boaters? The sprinkler that they had on
the beach worked some of the time to
scoot them away. How do they know
other geese won’t come to the beach
and inhabit it? Levine has long wanted
to destroy them and he may get his way.
Well, I’'m hoping kinder hearts prevail.
L.K. Densmore

Vox populi
Editor,

I lived overseas for 10 years and
saw nationalized industries like utilities
take the properties of private citizens
through the use of eminent domain and
they could do it because the utility and
the government were essentially one
and the same.

But that was not in the USA where
we have democracy and not centralized
government planning. The people in
this overseas country had no rights to
fight government bureaucracies as their
phone calls, emails and Internet activity
were being watched at all times and
kept in huge computer banks forever or
until such undetermined time deemed
necessary, just in case they might turn
up later to be an enemy of the state.
An enemy of the state could simply be
someone who opposed property being
taken away through the brutal and most-
often abused use of eminent domain.

Oh, wait a minute! Didn’t hundreds
of people in NWA sign up to say that
their organic farms, whether they be
cattle or vegetable, restaurants and
wineries were to be taken away by a
large publicly traded utility company
with the State of Arkansas facilitating
this act of eminent domain all because
the State of Arkansas foolishly allowed
this highly-profitable-for-management
corporation, that surely donates to
political campaigns, to erect a coal fired
power plant?

Now the power plant erected, this
behemoth of obsolescence, has to do
something to perpetuate its relevance.
If it means taking the livelihoods of
small businesses away from them or
taking the value of municipalities and
private citizens away, then so be it. The
nationalized economy must be allowed
to continue! Fat cat utilities only get
that way with a little help from above.
Susan Pang
Garfield, Ark.

WEEK'STopTweets

@Token_
Geezer ---
The loudest
noise a
child can
make from another room is silence.

@rhysjamesy --- The Swiss must’ve
been pretty confident in their chances
of victory if they included a corkscrew
in their army knife.

@omgthatspunny --- The butcher
backed up into the meat grinder and
got a little behind in his work.

@KimDotcom --- “The problem with
quotes on the Internet is that they’re
not always accurate.” ~ Albert Einstein

@Zen_Moments --- Imperfection
is beauty, madness is genius - and
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it’s better to be absolutely ridiculous
than absolutely boring. ~ Marilyn
Monroe

Tmoney68 --- I don’t know much
about fashion. I assume a leotard
is an idiot born between July 23 &
August 22.

@DamienFahey --- I'll complain
about the government invading my
privacy after I tell you where I am
on Facebook and posting what I’'m
eating on Instagram.

@thegianttweets --- Prince
William’s heir is falling out.

@TheEllenShow --- How can you
tell when there’s about to be a royal
baby? When they start crowning. I’1l
be here all week.

@patmaine --- Smile today




GUESTatorial
Abandon Shipe!

ﬁ t public hearings conducted by the Arkansas Public Service Commission

(APSC) last week regarding SWEPCO’s application to build a high
voltage transmission line, 229 speakers stood with their backs to the
audience speaking to Administrative Law Judge Connie Griffin.

Prior to the hearing there had been significant concerns about an order issued
by Griffin saying recording devices and cameras wouldn’t be allowed; SWEPCO
was required to provide police security; speakers were limited to three minutes; no
applause would be allowed; and people who filed pre-testimony such as witnesses
for the citizen group Save The Ozarks (STO) wouldn’t be allowed to speak.

But the judge withdrew prohibitions on allowing cameras and recording
devices (which would have violated state open meetings law). She tried to limit
speakers to three minutes, but was generous in allowing people to finish up after
the buzzer went off. Local residents who had pre-filed written testimony were
allowed their three minutes.

Griffin showed empathy for the speakers. She was really listening, nodding,
taking notes, and responding to thank each speaker. She spoke about how eloquent
the speakers were, especially the young opponents. She herself applauded
12-year-old Ethan Robison who asked SWEPCO, “Are you going to leave these
problems for my generation to deal with? If so, thanks a lot.” At times the judge
appeared to tear up at the more emotional testimony.

From the beginning, the deck has been stacked against the people. That
started with people whose land is on one of the proposed six routes getting only
a month notification to intervene, which requires hiring a private attorney. About
five percent of the people whose land is in the way of the behemoth project
weren’t notified in early April, and had even less time to prepare.

A monopoly utility makes more money the more it spends, which creates an
incentive to overspend. In this case, if a problem is identified regarding potential
power line overloads, some counter balance is needed to make sure the company
doesn’t choose the most expensive option and an option that allows them to profit
in other ways.

The counterbalance is supposed to be the attorney general. But Arkansas
Attorney General Dustin McDaniel accepts campaign contributions from the
utility industry, then fails to represent the public interest.

The APSC is also supposed to serve the public interests. But the record thus
far in the SWEPCO high voltage transmission line application has been biased
towards the applicant. This became evident when APSC staff challenged certain
aspects of STO’s petition to intervene. For example, STO’s mission is to protect,
preserve and promote the Ozarks. An earlier ruling by Judge Griffin sought to
limit STO to only “protect and preserve” instead of “promote.”

STO is the largest, by far, of the citizens groups formed to pool resources
and oppose the power line. Many members are concerned about how the project
would impact the area’s tourism economy and personal property values. It isn’t
right to try to prevent STO from discussing the economic issues vital to this
region.

After two long days of hearings, a member of the APSC staff appeared to be
trying to prepare some of the opponents for defeat. This is a federal mandate, he
said. Maybe you will just have to live with it.

No, we won’t. This project isn’t needed. You can’t use the feds as the
bogeyman. There are less expensive and less damaging alternatives to fix
potential problems.

If the massive outpouring at the public hearing, combined with about 4,800
comments against the project aren’t heeded, and if the APSC turns its back and
goes against us, it can be appealed. The courts overturned SWEPCO’s application
for the Turk Power Plant, and the same thing could happen with SWEPCO’s
Shipe Road to Kings River power line.

Becky Gillette

I TOLD YOU
IT WAS GOING
TO BE A
TRAIN WRECK

N

ThePursuitOfHAPPINESS

support available to local writers.

There are workshops on “How
to Find a Muse” and support groups
to help with writer’s block; and
public readings from writers about
their “passionate journey” abound.
These are harmless pursuits, and they
certainly add to the charm and self-
referential character of our little town.

I’m also a little perplexed, though,
because 1 don’t know what I would
do in such a group, or how I would
apply such support if I received it. |
think I’'m a writer: Nights, after my
day job (peddle, peddle, peddle), I
co-authored a textbook (that no one
read), and wrote a novel that sold
pretty well considering it was all about
Berryville and parallel universes.
In between I wrote code, wrote user
manuals, founded a magazine that is
still plugging away 17 years later, and
was even a copywriter for a short time.
“Good Tools for Great Minds” is my
Piece de résistance.

Despite these credentials, I can’t
quite get my head around writing
as anything more elevated than

Iam pleased by the amount of

by Dan Krotz
interesting work that sometimes pays.
There are no muses in my world,
no writer’s block, and certainly no
passionate journeys. I like to think
about stuff and sometimes 1 write
about it. But I do the same sort of
thinking when I’m pulling weeds in
the garden or setting fence. The only
real difference is that I painfully deal
with monumental weeder’s block.
Yet, no muse shows up to help with it,
or with the fence for that matter.

American author Dorothy Parker
once wrote, “If you have any young
friends who aspire to become writers,
the second-greatest favor you can do
them is to present them with copies
of The Elements of Style. The first-
greatest, of course, is to shoot them
now, while they’re happy.”

I love Dorothy Parker, and Strunk
and White’s Elements (yes, 1 know it
doesn’t show); both have informed
my writing life. Not as much as John
Steinbeck, of course. He said, “Put
a comma after, every four words.”
Excellent advice.

Kerouac helped, too. His advice to
writers? “Buy a pencil.”

www.esINDEPENDENT.com | July 25,2013 | ESIndependent | 13



INDEPENDENTConstablesOnPatrol

Jury 15
6:20 a.m. — Central dispatch alerted
all constables to be on the lookout for
an individual who had texted suicidal
statements to her family.
8:10 a.m. — A jacket was stolen from
a parked motorcycle.
11:45 a.m. — An air compressor was
taken from a work area in the north
part of town.
3:26 p.m. — An individual shoplifted
needles from a pharmacy and then ran
to another business and barricaded
himself in the bathroom. Constables
arrested the man for shoplifting.
7:19 p.m. — Grandson of a person who
had previously reported a theft told
ESPD a person fitting the description
of the thief was sitting on a bench
near downtown. Constable responded
to the location but determined the
individual there was not the thief.
8:34 p.m. — Domestic dispute erupted
in the parking lot of a hotel. Husband
threw wife’s stuff out of the truck and
drove away. Constable encountered
the vehicle and stopped it. He spoke
with the husband and then at the hotel
with the wife. No one had bruises and
no one wanted to file a report.
10:22 p.m. — Person who had left
home in a medical emergency earlier
asked ESPD to check her back doors.
Constable checked and the doors
were locked.

Jury 16
1:53 a.m. — Employee of a bar told
a constable the owner of the bar was
intoxicated and was saying he was
going home. Constable responded
but did not make contact with the
individual.
3:37 a.m. — Resident complained
about a dog running around the
neighborhood loose and barking. The
responding constable did not hear
barking or see any dogs.
9:23 a.m. — Resident told ESPD
there was a car in her flowerbed.
The vehicle was partly on the right-
of-way, so the constable called a tow
truck.
9:58 a.m. — Passerby reported a driver
texting. Constable on patrol did not
encounter the vehicle.
1:21 p.m. — EMS responded to a
motorcycle accident on Hwy. 23S.
Rider was not injured.
8:47 p.m. — Two possibly transient

individuals were making a fuss about
refusing to leave a location, but they
were gone by the time a constable
arrived.

Jury 17
8:59 a.m. — Resident awoke to find a
dead fawn in his yard. Animal Control
responded.
10:54 a.m. — Caller alerted ESPD to
a driver swerving badly across the
centerline. Constable encountered
the vehicle and arrested the driver for
DWI, driving on a suspended license
and driving left of center.

Jury 18
2:30 p.m. — Public Works reported
a vehicle had again parked over a
parking meter, and no one could read
the meter. Owner of the vehicle told
the constable the vehicle would be
moved.
3:14 p.m. — A father reported his son,
who is bipolar, was off his meds and
tearing up things. Two constables
responded.
8:59 p.m. — The same father called
back to say the son was out of control
and injuring himself. Constables and
EMS responded.
11:07 p.m. — Concerned onlooker
reported there was a screaming infant
in a playpen outside with no adult in
sight. Constables arrived and spoke
with an individual who said he left
the baby only while he moved his
truck. The baby was back inside.

Jury 19
9:43 a.m. — Animal Control responded
to a report of two dogs running loose
around the cemetery. The dogs were
not there, but Animal Control knew
where they lived and warned the
owner to expect a citation for the next
offense.
1:33 p.m. — The court clerk reported
an individual wanted to confess to a
crime. The individual was a juvenile,
and was arrested for an outstanding
warrant and picked up by sheriff’s
deputies.
1:57 p.m. — Two fawns were in the
ditch beside N. Main.
2:57 p.m. — Two vehicles had an
accident in a neighborhood. No
injuries.  Responding  constable
arrested one individual for speeding
and an outstanding warrant.
3:41 p.m. — Two vehicles bumped in a
parking lot. No report necessary.
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9:24 p.m. — Constables responded
to reports of possible gunshots in a
neighborhood. Bystanders thought
the noise might have been fireworks.
No suspects were encountered.

Jury 20
12:11 a.m. — As a result of a traffic
stop, constable arrested the driver
for DWI, failure to yield two times,
failure to use a turn signal, having an
open container, and reckless driving.
12:33 am. — The alarm was not
working at a business, so the owner
asked for extra patrols during the
night.
1:12 am. — Guests at a motel
complained about an individual who
often came out of his room whistling
and calling for his dog. Constable
never saw the whistler.
2:29 a.m. — Guest at another motel
reported a loud domestic altercation
in the parking lot. Constables arrived
to find the female in the parking lot.
She said her husband was passed
out in the room, possibly overdosed.
Constable called EMS who responded
and took the husband to ESH.
2:55 a.m. — Constable made sure the
gate at the top of Benton Street was
fully open.
3:17 a.m. — An apparently intoxicated
individual had stopped outside a
cottage and would not leave, and the
guests reported it to ESPD. Constable
who responded did not encounter the
camper.
10:10 a.m. — Constable intervened
with a semi driver headed up Spring
Street. Constable suggested the driver
park on Hwy 23 and shuttle items up
the hill.
10:44 a.m. — Complainant reported
vandalism to his place of business.
10:55 a.m. — Constable fixed a change
machine.

11:11 a.m. — Constable assisted a
funeral procession.
11:40 a.m. — Constable asked for

the microphone in Basin Park to be
turned down.

12:32 p.m. — There was a three-
vehicle traffic accident on US 62.
EMS responded also.

2:01 p.m. — Constable stopped the
driver of a motorized carriage in
violation of its permit. The driver
would need to settle this at city hall
on Monday.

6:27 p.m. — Two people were
panhandling, first in Basin Park and
then further up the stree