Wednesday night
council all about
rentals, rezoning,
recycling

Nicky Boyette
Eureka Springs City Council met Wednesday
evening as Monday was Memorial Day, and it was
deja vu all over again as weekly rentals commanded
another hour of council’s time. Aldermen did agree
on how to start over by reviving the ordinance city
attorney Tim Weaver wrote last year but was dropped
from the agenda by the previous council.
Alderman Mickey Schneider described feelings
in town about weekly rentals as “neighbor against
neighbor; it has split the town in half.” Earlier
during public comments, Bob Jasinsky said he felt
compelled to file a writ of mandamus, which is
asking a higher court to order a public official to
perform a statutory duty. He said the law is clear but
needs to be enforced.
Also during public comments, Joe Joy stated
very clearly, “I’m tired of hearing we’re doing
something illegal,” referring to comments regarding
his and his wife’s status as landlords. He said they
did what the city told them to do and he won’t stand
for having his property rights abridged.
Weaver pointed out there are measures in place,
but Schneider said she hears people saying there is
a loophole in the law. Council eventually agreed

A tree behind Mud Street fell onto power lines causing
a chain reaction of three downed or snapped power
poles shortly before noon Thursday. Streets and
sidewalks were cleared as live wires were a concern.
Backed up traffic was rerouted to Benton St. SWEPCO
said the area would be closed for several hours until
safety could be assured.

COUNCIL continued on page 28
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This Week’s INDEPENDENT Thinkers

“I thought to myself, Eleanor, with all
of the things going on in the world, why
weren’t you out there fighting for the good
long before this?”
Eleanor Fairchild, 78, of Winnsboro,
Texas, stood down heavy construction
equipment tearing up her property to lay part
of the Keystone XL pipeline.
Eleanor’s late husband was a petroleum
geologist and oil executive for 50 years, and
he told her the TransCanada tar sand was
dirty, inaccessible and unprofitable, and no

decent oil company would touch it.
Yet eminent domain and industry
investment prevailed, and Eleanor, along
with actor Daryl Hannah, was arrested for
trespassing on her own land.
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INDEPENDENTNews
Funny money not amusing area business owners
CD W hite
Beware! That hundred-dollar bill
may not even be worth the paper it’s
printed on. A spate of passing counterfeit
money has hit the area in the last couple
of months, and unfortunately the usual
marker pen and watermark tests aren’t
always catching it at the point of sale.
According to Tammy Bullock, Sr.
Vice President/Operations Manager at
Community First Bank, the bills may
pass one test and not another, or may
pass both tests as performed by the
customer but will fail when run through
the bank’s currency scanners.
“These bills seem to be spread
all around town, not just downtown,”
Bullock said Wednesday. One bank
reported receiving counterfeit bills at a
Huntsville branch, but have not had any
“in the last couple of weeks” in Eureka
Springs. Other banks in town have also
found counterfeit bills, and Cornerstone
Bank has had emails warning them to
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be on the lookout.
Bullock recommended anyone
receiving a hundred dollar bill should
use the marker pens available at any
office supply to check for authenticity
and hold the bill up to a light and look
for the watermark. However, that is not
a foolproof guarantee.
“You can also tell by the feel of
the paper,” Bullock said. “It has a
different feel when in a stack with other
hundreds; and sometimes the size is just
a bit smaller when laid back to back
with a real bill. Also, the ink may run
when wet. But I’ve never seen these
particular bills before. We’ve had a
couple that actually passed through the
currency scanner but didn’t pass the
marker test.”
The bank also uses an ultraviolet
light test to detect the strip in a hundred
dollar bill. If the strip is not there, it’s
not real.
Any suspect bills turned in at a
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bank are sent to the US Secret Service
field office in Little Rock. If the bill
is found to be genuine, it’s credited to
the customer’s account. If not, it is the

Park bark – I know I’m not

customer’s loss. To be on the safe side,
run the consumer tests available and if
there’s still a question, take the suspect
bill to a bank for testing.

a dog, but we squirrels will
be scampering about the
park, too. I’m hangin’ on to
see more folks enter the sign
design contest since the dog
park people are extending the
deadline to June 30. Check
out their Facebook page for
details! You can win $100 and
permanent recognition at the
soon-to-be-built dog park.
You can still buy an engraved
brick for the Memorial Garden
in the park, too. And don’t
forget to watch for Yappy
Hour coming soon to Eureka
Live! Call Rachel (479) 244-9151 or Bill (479) 253-2658 for more info or check it out on
Facebook and come to the next meeting Wednesday, June 5, 6 p.m., at the library annex.

INDEPENDENTNews
Save the Ozarks, meet Save Our Government
B ecky G illette
This week one of the country’s foremost
advocates for election and campaign finance reform,
Christina Tobin, came to Eureka Springs to meet
with supporters of the group she chairs, Free & Equal
Elections (www.freeandequal.org), and provide advice
and encouragement to STO in its battle to prevent
SWEPCO from stringing high voltage transmission
lines across scenic and environmentally sensitive
areas of Northwest Arkansas.
Tobin has brought together such diverse factions
as the Occupy movement and the Tea Party under
one big umbrella of a camp that feels current election
policies leave politicians for sale to the highest bidder.
“Republicans and Democrats feel disenfranchised
from their own parties, and are now shifting and
becoming more Independents,” Tobin said. “The twoparty system is tied to Wall Street and the Federal
Reserve, a private institution used as a tool by a few
powerful elite individuals to control our government.
This applies to SWEPCO in that these elites control
electric companies which give large amounts of
money to politicians.”
STO efforts attracted the attention of Tobin,

who is in Arkansas to plan and promote a United We
Stand (UWS) Festival at the Verizon Arena in Little
Rock on Saturday, June 22. The festival will feature
musicians and speakers such as Jesse Ventura, Jill
Stein and former New Mexico Gov. and Libertarian
Party presidential candidate, Gary Johnson.
Through the power of music, these musicians and
speakers will appeal to young voters to wake up and
demand a peaceful, powerful, positive solution-based
movement, Tobin said.
“Free & Equal is here to unite and build honest
media, organizations, leaders, musicians, authors,
comedians and more across the spectrum to reform the
electoral system,” she said. “Speakers are ready to be
heard about key issues concerning government such as
The Patriot Act, National Defense Authorization Act,
the war on drugs, drones, foreign policies, genetically
modified organisms and more. The event will be
recorded and broadcast globally.”
The UWS Festival will be the kick off for similar
concerts planned in a 10-stop University Bus Tour in
the U.S. in 2014.
In 2008 and 2010, Tobin led Free & Equal to
organize debates for presidential, vice-presidential,

gubernatorial and senatorial candidates. She went on
to co-moderate, with Larry King, the 2012 presidential
debate for four third-party candidates. Previously, she
worked coordinating petition drives that gathered
more than one million signatures for the Green Party,
Constitution Party, Republican Party, Democratic
Party, Libertarian Party, Socialist Equality Party and
independents.
“All these groups are looking for a solution,”
Tobin said. “We do need campaign finance reform, but
as long as the Federal Reserve has unlimited money to
allow wealthy interests to purchase elections, it won’t
help. One of our top priorities is to end the Federal
Reserve, which is a private organization that currently
controls the monetary policy of the U.S. to benefit a
few, very wealthy individuals.”
Some pundits have challenged the impact of
third party candidates, saying it can have the effect
of siphoning off votes from leading candidates.
An example would be Ralph Nader’s Green Party
candidacy being credited with helping George Bush
win re-election, although voter fraud in Florida may
have played a bigger role. Libertarian candidate Gary
SWEPCO – SOG continued on page 27
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INDEPENDENTNews
ES draws diversity travel writers,
fledgling gay biz guild taking shape

CD W hite
Gay travel writers Donald Pile
and Ray Williams from Kansas City
will be in Eureka Springs June 6 – 8 to
gather information for the Purple Roofs
website and assorted publications. At
purpleroofs.com, tourists can find gay/
lesbian-friendly bed and breakfasts,
inns, hotels, travel agents and tour
operators almost anywhere around the
world. Of 40 LGBT listings on the site
for Arkansas, 32 are in Eureka Springs,
and a new group is forming to make
sure the word gets out.
Pile and Williams were married
in California when it was legal. They
have been together for 42 years and
also plan to get a Domestic Partner
Registry certificate while in Eureka
Springs. Meanwhile, the steering
committee of the fledgling Eureka
Springs Gay Business Guild is rolling
out the red carpet for the visitors.
In a matter of days, gay-owned
and gay friendly businesses and
private individuals rallied to arrange
complimentary lodging, meals, taxi
service, gift certificates, free passes
to local attractions and all manner of
bling in an unprecedented collective
effort.
The ESGBG is still in its formative
stages without a formal membership,
although bylaws are being drafted.

Meetings earlier this spring drew 25
– 35 business owners who expressed
interest, and an ad hoc steering
committee headed by John Jarrett of
Fusion Squared has been meeting for
several months laying the foundation
for an association of gay-owned and
gay-friendly businesses with a mission
to promote LGBT tourism and advance
the interests of association members by
working collectively.
The idea for the guild came about
after Jarrett and partner, John Rinehart,
traveled to Florida and stayed in gayowned bed and breakfasts along the
way. They found no one had ever heard
of Eureka Springs as a gay destination.
“This bothered me,” Jarrett said. “I
thought we could do more to promote
Eureka Springs. In the six years we’ve
lived here, individuals have stepped
up and organized co-op advertising
and promotion on social media to
promote Eureka Springs to the LGBT
community nationwide, but when the
last person stopped this promotion to
pursue other endeavors, I felt it was
time to create a structured organization
that would be a continuing presence to
help market to the LGBT community
nationwide. I do hope the ESGBG can
also function as a liaison to the Eureka
Springs Chamber of Commerce and the
CAPC to help their efforts to promote

Eureka Springs.”
As an organizer of the ESGBG,
Jarrett feels he is just continuing the
work begun by other people who have
promoted Eureka Springs as an LGBT
destination.
The steering committee is
deliberately moving slowly and
methodically to create an organization
that will attract members who perceive
value in having an organization
represent them and work on their
behalf. A general membership drive
will be held in the future.
Michael Walsh, of Out In Eureka,
is serving as a liaison between the
group and the Out In Eureka website,
which will eventually serve as on
online platform for the new guild. “I
can’t predict how long this phase will
take; maybe a year, even two,” Walsh
commented.
Other members of the steering
committee include business owners
from Quicksilver, The Fine Art of
Romance, Voulez-Vous, Abundant Taxi,
Texaco Bungalow, Mountain Eclectic,
Out on Main, and other non-business
owners. Even though the larger guild
group has yet to be created, the steering
committee already has raised funds for
alterations to the Diversity Weekend
banner and purchasing colorful
giveaways for events.

Dragons and damsels fly June 1
Join renowned dragonfly and
damselfly photographer Robert Thomas
at Devil’s Den State Park Saturday,
June 1, from 9 – 11 a.m. to learn about
these fascinating predator insects.
Thomas has been photographing these
remarkable creatures for more than
six years and many of his photos have
appeared in field guides.
Thomas will present several photos
of rare and seldom seen specimens. After
his talk, there will be a celebration of
National Trails Day with a hike along
Lee Creek in search of damselflies and
dragonflies. Thomas will do a catch and
4 |

ES Independent | May 30, 2013 | www.esINDEPENDENT.com

release, so be sure to bring the camera for
close up special photo ops. Please meet
in the audio/visual room at the Visitor
Center to hear this fascinating talk.

For more information, phone (479)
761-3325 ext. 205 or email terry.elder@
arkansas.gov at Devil’s Den State Park,
11333 W. AR Hwy 74 in West Fork.

Sunday at UUF

Sunday, June 2, 11 a.m., the Eureka Unitarian Universalist Fellowship,
17 Elk Street, hosts Dr. Margaret Bolsterli, Professor Emerita, University of
Arkansas, who returns to present a reading from her recent work, A Day in the
Life of Felton Capstock. Awarded the prestigious Porter Prize in Non-Fiction
2012, Bolsterli will recount the telling of her work based on oral histories
as curator of the “Things You Need to Hear: Memories of Growing Up in
Arkansas” exhibit at the Old State House Museum.

INDEPENDENTNews
Friends of White River form to protect area from transmission lines

Becky Gillette
Would you put an electric transmission
line with 150-foot towers in the Grand
Canyon? Or next to one of the waterfalls
of Yosemite National Park?
A new group, Friends of the White
River (www.FriendsoftheWhiteRiver.
org), has formed to protect the Inspiration
Point area not just from visual blight, but
also environmental disturbances that
couldn’t be avoided if the power lines go
through.
Wanda Kertzman is a member of
the board of the directors for Friends
of the White River. She and her
husband, Dwight, own Castle Antiques
at Inspiration Point, and also a stately,
stone-sided historic home next door
that is one of the more unusual and
picturesque in the Ozarks.
The high voltage towers and
lines would run within 400 feet of the
Kertzman’s home. They believe it would
affect not only the resale value of their
home, but their business and health.
The Friends’ group is very alarmed
about clear cutting of the proposed line
as it parallels the river because cutting all
trees and other vegetation for a 150-footwide path along the river would cause
soil to run into the river, which currently
has clear, clean water. Kertzman said
sedimentation isn’t just a visual problem,
but can negatively impact fish and other
aquatic organisms in a river that has
long been considered one of the top trout
fisheries in the country.
“Then there is the issue of the
herbicides,” she said. “SWEPCO’s
environmental impact statement says they
will take due caution, but there is no way

anyone could keep all of that from running
down into the river. The entire ecology of
the river is going to be severely impacted.
We are worried about that. Our drinking
water could be affected.”
Patricia Helwig, who has Ph.D. in
geology and paleontology, is another
resident of the area and a member of the
Friends’ board who has major concerns
about SWEPCO proposals.
Helwig said herbicides aren’t
regulated as well as SWEPCO would like
people to believe. While herbicides are
registered by the EPA, Helwig said there
are particular concerns about the common
practice by electric utilities of mixing
herbicides together to create a toxic brew
that may be many times more harmful
than each herbicide used alone.
“Another concern is that whenever
you have steep slopes, there is a much
greater tendency to have movement of
the soil and the rock,” Helwig said. “If
you clear off all vegetation, then in times
of heavy rain we are going to get not just
more erosion, but higher flood waters
because vegetation is not there to soak up

flood water. Some people’s homes have
already flooded along the White River.
This project could make it worse.”
Helwig said the Arkansas Public
Service Commission (APSC) has certain
rules about who can intervene in the
proceedings and whether the parties can
be accepted as intervenors. “We were told
we shouldn’t bother talking about scenic
beauty, just how it was going to impact us
financially or geologically,” Helwig said.
“That is nonsense. We need to tell the
commission and SWEPCO that this is a
part of Northwest Arkansas that shouldn’t
be touched. It should be preserved for the
future. We should be protecting places that
are so special. This project would create a
scar that would take hundreds of years to
heal, if ever.”
Helwig said it is hard to even envision
what it would be like having one of the
high voltage transmission towers next to
your home.
“At some homes in the area, it is right
out the front door,” Helwig said. “It would
be like coming out of your door into a
science fiction horror movie. It would be

ever present in our lives.”
Kertzman agrees that the power poles
and lines would create a huge blight.
“We get hundreds of thousands of
people who come right here to this area
because of the beauty,” Kertzman said.
“They don’t come because a large power
line is attractive.”
Friends is opposing routes 62 and
86 that cross land owned by members
of the organization. Helwig said they
would have preferred to talk about other
routes, too, but were advised to talk about
only the routes that cross their land. The
part of the White River on the routes that
will be considered by the Friends of the
White River intervention is from Beaver
Dam down the valley past Wolf Ridge.
Kertzman said they know this route
really well, which is helping them gather
relevant data.
“In our written testimony for APSC
that is due the end of June, we will talk
about why our two routes are not suitable,
but will not encourage anyone to choose
other routes,” Helwig said.
Almost 50 groups across Northwest
Arkansas have filed to intervene in the
proceedings. Kertzman said the Friends’
group wishes every one of them the same
success the Friends hopes to have. And
she hopes the Friends’ group will continue
after the SWEPCO controversy ends.
“This is a group we hope will not
die after this issue,” she said. “It is a very
significant river. The White River is only
the second National Blueway named by
the federal government. I doubt SWEPCO
knew about that when they proposed
running high voltage power lines along
the river.”
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INDEPENDENTNews
Planning seeks the right words
N icky B oyette
It was a discussion of rhetoric and
nuances of vocabulary for the Planning
Commission at its May 28 meeting.
The definitions of “tourist lodging” and
“bed and breakfast” came under particular scrutiny and to no successful conclusions.
City Code defines a B&B as “A
dwelling or area containing one (1) or
more structures, at least one (1) of which
is occupied by an owner or manager onsite, where, for compensation, lodging
and meals are provided, generally no
longer than thirty (30) days per guest,
but not more than five (5) units. For the
purpose of this section, “on-site” shall
be defined as adjoining (i.e., sharing
a boundary) and shall not include
properties separated by a city street,
roadway, green space or alley.”
Right away, commissioner Melissa
Greene suggested changing “occupy” to
“reside” would better reflect the intent
of the definition. Commissioner James
Morris pointed out he had voted against
the recent changes because he could
own six acres and have a B&B on one
corner and his residence on the opposite

corner and be legal. However, an owner
or manager who lives directly across
the street, one who can see everything
going on and be readily available,
would be illegal and therefore counter
to of the law.
But for Morris the intent was the
issue. “A property being properly
managed is more important to me,” he
said.
Blankenship noticed there were
going to be enough issues that the topic
ought to be added to the next agenda.
What is a tourist lodging?
The previous word game was
quickly followed by another one called
“defining a tourist lodging.” City
Code simply says a tourist lodging
is a “dwelling in which sleeping
accommodations are provided for and
offered to transient guests.”
Greene wanted a definition that, to
begin with, did not include the word
“transient.”
Commissioner Pat Lujan said, “The
word ‘dwelling’ does take it to another
place,” and he suggested they look for
an alternative because a tourist lodging
suggested something more temporary

Underground reading
Young readers of all ages will
explore all things underground this
summer as Eureka Springs, Berryville
and Green Forest Public Libraries
present Dig Into Reading during their
summer library programs. Activities
include programs on dinosaurs,
construction, animals, ancient Egypt,
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caves, rocks and more.
The Summer Reading Program
is open to young people – preschool
through young adult – with programs,
prize drawings, story times, crafts,
movies and concerts. All programs are
free of charge.
At the Carnegie Public Library,
Teen Summer Reading for kids in
grades 5 –12 officially starts May 31
with sign up – pick up a schedule today!
And don’t forget Alpha Geek,
games and activities for SciFi and
Fantasy enthusiasts in grades 5 – 12
every Monday from noon – 2 p.m.
On Wednesdays, don’t miss Song and
Story time for preschoolers and their
caregivers from 10 – 11 a.m.
Reading program registration and
program dates vary between libraries
so be sure to visit the libraries to pick
up summer program calendars. See
www.carrollmadisonlibraries.org and
visit their Facebook pages.
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than “dwelling.” Others wondered
whether it does and it doesn’t.
Much discussion ensued of
phrasing and locution and searching for
the exact words until commissioner Ed
Leswig suggested they take this topic on
at a workshop. First, he observed, they
should go through all the definitions
in the City Code individually and then
bring their collective thoughts to a
round table discussion at a workshop.
Everyone agreed. Blankenship said
Leswig’s suggestion was the best way to
approach the problem, and she said she
would look for a date for a workshop.
Other items
• Blankenship told commissioners
what they do next, if anything, regarding
rezoning a section of South Main Street
as they had voted to do at their previous
meeting would depend upon what city
council does at its Wednesday meeting.
Morris said Planning had facilitated
the process by taking action and
sending the issue along to council. “If
anyone cares,” he said, “they can speak
up now.”
What’s fair in R-1 is fair in R-2
Greene said she has received

phone calls from citizens who feel
that the 200-ft. rule that is law in the
R-1 zone should also apply to the R-2
zone, referring to the ordinance which
requires there be a 200-ft. distance
between any Conditional Use Permits
in the R-1 zone.
Leswig commented the original
intent was to protect R-1 zones, and
he thought all residential ones should
be protected in the same way. He also
pointed out the original ordinance
was from 13 years ago, and said any
ordinance more than ten years old
should be re-examined.
The commission agreed to consider
this topic on the next agenda.
Vacating procedures
Blankenship said she had sent
the Parks Commission suggestions
for procedures for vacating land, and
Parks had sent her their version. She
suggested commissioners compare
documents and return to the next
meeting with observations for how the
documents could be blended to achieve
the maximum benefit.
Next meeting will be Tuesday, June
11, at 6 p.m.

Experienced salesman
rejoins Les Jacobs
Ben Arthur knows vehicles. Twenty of his 32
years of experience selling vehicles, Arthur sold
Fords and Lincolns. “I missed the integrity of working
for Les Jacobs Ford,” said Arthur. “This dealership
focuses on the customer and treats every customer
like a friend or family.”
Arthur is Ford Master Certified and is
participating in ongoing Ford Technology training.
“We are delighted to have Ben rejoin our sales staff,”
said Darrin Jacobs, General Manager of Les Jacobs
Ford in Cassville.
ARTHUR
Les Jacobs Ford in Cassville, Mo., is an easy 25
miles from Northwest Arkansas and Arthur looks forward to continuing
to serve customers. “Since Les Jacobs Ford is located on a main highway
(Jct. Hwy. 37 and 86) it is easy for potential customers to stop in,” said
Arthur. He can be reached at the dealership (417) 847-2151, or on his
cell (479) 283-2517.
Arthur and his wife reside in Garfield, Ark., and are the parents of
four and grandparents of two.

INDEPENDENTNews
Fousts’ dream threatened
by high voltage transmission project in their front yard
B ecky G illette
Delnita and Joe Foust had high
stress careers in nursing and automobile
assembly in Texas. One thing that
helped them de-stress tremendously
was regular vacations trip to the White
River.
“I was a R.N. in a trauma center
and Joe was working at an automobile
factory and then he got his nursing
degree and worked ten more years
after retiring from General Motors
in Arlington, Texas,” Delnita said.
“This was the only place we went for
vacations. It was magical. And it was
healing. We used to come up here and
go to Spider Creek cabin number three,
which was $35 per night and had no
telephone, radio or television. There
was no helicopter on the roof, and
no one beeping me. It was restoring.
You could go back and do your job.
When Joe and I were under stress, we
would say, “I need Arkansas, a place to
recharge my batteries before going back
and driving those freeways 45 miles in
one direction to get to and from work.”
Thirty years ago the Fousts bought
five acres on the top of Wolf Ridge, a
place with a panoramic view of their
beloved White River. From their porch
swing, you see little that is manmade
this time of year. It is primarily the
White River winding through forests
and pasturelands. The land is so steep
that they say – only half jokingly – that
it takes four acres to hold up the one
acre with their home and garden.
Delnita recalls that they took an
extra job reading water meters to pay
for their five acres. It took ten years.
Then one year they came up to visit and
saw someone was clear cutting land just
down the mountain. At that point, they
bought another 8.5 acres below them to
make sure “some idiot with a bulldozer”
didn’t destroy the beauty below them.
They have since built nature trails
through the acreage that goes down to a
bluff over the White River.
“It took 20 years to pay for the
land,” Delnita said. “We waited a long
time to move up here. We built a house

here in 2001 and moved up
here in 2003. You don’t have
to look too far to see why
we love it. It was little more
than a cow path when we first
got the land. You could see
very few houses. It is mainly
pastures and trees.”
Joe still remembers
having a picture of the land
at his workbench at the auto
assembly factory. “In my
mind, I took trips to Arkansas
nearly every day,” he said.
“This is our dream spot.”
And now the Fousts’
dream home is threatened by
the proposed SWEPCO 345
kiloVolt transmission line
that would have towers 150
feet tall or taller – much taller
than the tree line –that would
take away the land they worked to pay
for those many years. The transmission
line would run between their home and
the river, marring the view and creating
the potential for landslides because the
property is so very steep.
“I volunteered to serve in Vietnam
in 1967 and 1968,” Joe said. “Once I got
there, I could see that we really hadn’t
thought that out well. There was no
reason for us to be there. I see the same
thing with this SWEPCO transmission
line. This is something they haven’t
really thought out well. It makes no
sense. It would be a shame to destroy
this area.”
Joe raises bees, so his concern is
not just visual blight and destruction
and potential landslides from the clear
cutting of a path 150-feet wide and
drilling boreholes 7-10 feet in diameter
and 30-40 feet deep for the foundations
for the towers. He is concerned that
SWEPCO plans to keep the transmission
line clear by spraying herbicides. He
fears the pesticides could harm his bees.
Like many beekeepers, he is already
concerned about the drastic decline in
the population of honeybees worldwide.
He also worries about impacts to other
SWEPCO – FOUST continued on page 29
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INDEPENDENTNews
Music Park a big hit!
CD White
The free North Main parking lot and city park got a new life on May
25 as families, kids and city officials gathered to see it become the new
Eureka Springs Music Park. Music was the keynote of the day as adults and
children played permanent musical sculptures created by Ranaga Fabiarz
and heard a mini-concert from the famous duo, Trout Fishing in America.
The park was created in collaboration between the Eureka Springs Arts
Council and the City of Eureka Springs. Plans are already in place for more
new music sculptures, a permanent performance stage and public restrooms
to be added later this summer.
According to organizer Sandy Martin of the Arts Council, “The next day
there were about 35 families playing on the instruments and having picnics. I
think we have a hit on our hands!”
The park has a lovely tree canopy covering the music sculptures and
several permanent picnic tables and benches, making it a cool and shady
place to bring a brown bag meal and enjoy lunch al fresco after banging out
a couple of original tunes.

One family has a ton of fun on the
Ozarkophone, above.
Ozarks Chorale director, Beth
Withey, right, makes sure
all is in tune.

Left, Trout Fishing in America gave a free mini concert to
the crowd’s delight.

Al Larson chimes in, above,
as Mayor Morris Pate, left, bangs out a tune.
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On ground: Angus Floyd, Skyler Antoine. Row 1 (kneeling): Avery Walker, Brian Chandler, Savana Shaw, Carly Buffer, Savannah Sipes, Liza Reynolds, Nicole Morrison,
Rose Schuler, Karysta Sprague, Zack Fritschie. Row 2: Sarah Vaughan, Bailey Wilbur, Keara Taul, Jahna Evans, Erica Whitley, Amanda Stokes-Crite, Elyssa Goldsmith,
Jordan Hobbs. Row 3: Aaron Weinmann, Megan Ledbetter, Callista Audet, Heidi Kirk, Paola Tapia, Samantha Sexton, Molly Montez, Corinna Campbell-Green,
Hunter Grogan, Justin Ermert. Row 4: Kyle Rains, Tyler Thomas, JM Gregg, Simon Larson, Emilee Chirhart, Erin Goldsmith, Nick Bryant, Taylor Weaver, Tori Brotherton.
Standing on marquee: Aurora Fields, Deidra Asmus, Raschelle Edmondson, Haley Milawski.
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INDEPENDENTNews

Members of the 37-strong
graduating class of 2013 sit
during commencment in
the school gym in Eureka
Springs, Friday, May 24.
Grads were told to wear
hospital booties to protect
the gym floor.
Photo by David Frank Dempsey

Out into the world – Five
students graduated from
Clear Spring High School
in an outdoor ceremony at
the school May 23. From
left are Tyler Fife, Colter
Pavelsek, Wilson Guillory,
Elliot
Morgan
and Jadiziadax
Wood. Guillory
spent the last
two school years
at the Arkansas
School of Math,
Sciences & Art
in Little Rock
and was allowed
to
attend
graduation
at
both schools.
Photo by
David Frank Dempsey

Congrats, Keegan – Eureka Springs

High School Principal Kathryn Lavender
presents Keegan Wilbur with one of
several scholarship awards he won for
scholastic achievements. Keegan also won
the $1,000 Independent scholarship, and
plans to attend Rose–Hulman Institute of
Technology in Terre Haute, Ind. Students
received a total of $255,990 in scholarships
this year.
Photo by David Frank Dempsey

Mirror, mirror – Margo Mayer, left, gets a

look at face painting applied by Wendi LaFey
at the Eureka Springs School of the Arts booth
at Art Fest in Basin Park May 25. Memorial
Day weekend was crowded with tourists
enjoying the end of May Arts festivities and
the memorial holiday.
Photo by David Frank Dempsey
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(Please email ongoing
community service
announcements to newsdesk@
eurekaspringsindependent.com)

• Food pantry, furniture bank
and used book store – Wildflower
Chapel Food Pantry is open 10:30
– Noon on Fridays. Thrift Store and
Used Furniture Bank open Monday
– Friday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. (479)
363-6408. Service times and other
chapel information: 253-5108.
• Coffee Break Al-Anon Family
Group Women – Tuesdays, 9:45
a.m., Faith Christian Family
Church, Hwy. 23S. (479) 3639495.
• First United Methodist Church
offers free Sunday suppers 5:30
– 7 p.m. Hwy. 23S. Night Church
at 6 with short message and music.
(479) 253-9887
• “Beginning To Heal Together,”
bereavement support group for
parents/grandparents who have lost
a child. First Saturday, every month,
12:15 – 1:45 p.m., St. Elizabeth
Parish Center, Passion Play Road .
Linda Maiella (479) 253-1229.
Meetings at Coffee Pot Club
behind Land O’ Nod Inn
U.S. 62 & Hwy. 23S
• Alateen – Sundays, 10:15 – 11:15
a.m. Email alateen1st@gmx.com or
phone (479) 981-9977.
• Overeaters Anonymous –
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. Barbara
(479) 244-0070.
• Narcotics Anonymous – Fridays,
5:30 p.m. (903) 278-5568
• Al-Anon Family Group (AFG) –
Sundays, 11:30 a.m., Mondays and
Tuesdays 7 p.m.
• Eureka Springs Coffee Pot AA
Group
Monday – Saturday 12:30 p.m.,
Sunday 10 a.m.
Sunday – Thursday, Saturday, 5:30
p.m.
Tuesday and Friday, 8 p.m. (479)
253-7956
All other meetings: See www.
nwarkaa.org

EATINGOUT
in our cool
little town

1.
4.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

RESTAURANT QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

A little help
from our friends:

Cottage Inn 2. Angler’s Grill 3. Mei Li Cuisine
The Grand Taverne 5. Cafe Amoré
The Stonehouse
The Squid and Whale
The Roadhouse
15
Casa Colina
Caribe
New Delhi Cafe
Sparky’s

19

16

2

1
13
10

14
7
11
9

17

18

6

13.
14.		
15.
16.

12
5

3
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Rowdy Beaver
Voulez Vous
1886 Steakhouse
Ermilio’s

17.		 DeVito’s
18. Eureka Live
19. Gaskins Cabin
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Trees prevent
erosion – 5th grade
Science

Editor,
Arkansas has some very steep
terrain in NWA especially. Trees,
especially old growth trees with deep
roots, help support the earth especially
when we have heavy rains like in
2008 and 2011 when it got so bad that
the Army Corps of Engineers had to
open the gates to flood homes, farms,
ranches along the White River because
dams were bursting with millions of
gallons of pressure per second needing
to be released. The canopy of trees is
also important to slow down the rain,
especially when heavy rains, because
once the soil becomes saturated, that is
when you have landslides.
Carroll Electric is causing my
neighborhood right now to have ditches
cave in and roads wash out because
they killed all the plant life around our
neighborhood that was 15 ft. from the
wire.

While old growth trees are the best
for holding soil, even native plants
have long root systems of 3 ft. once
established. Unfortunately, the Plant
Warriors that Carroll Electric hires
to spray the guns killed every bit of
plant life even though apparently they
are supposed to just kill large trees
that, again, we need to hold the soil.
Everyone in the neighborhood has a
generator anyway, and we use propane
and wood burning stoves so Carroll
Electric Vegetative Dept. is running
around killing plants for no good reason.
When I tried to get a No Spray
form on their website in February, we
could not find it after looking for it for
several hours. They jerked me around
and finally got it in the mail and had
to get it notarized, etc., and even then
sent me a letter just recently saying they
were going to spray this year anyway
because I got my notarized form in too
late.
Landslides occur – deforestation
– the culprit in many natural disasters
(Okla., Katrina) because plant life holds
the soil and prevents too much water

getting into the soil causing it to crumble
– 5th grade science that Carroll Electric
seems to have missed the lesson on.
Susan Pang
Garfield

Generosity
appreciated

Editor,
Thanks so much to the Eureka
Springs Post Office and carriers and
all local citizens who donated food for
the recent Post Office food drive. The
food collected was donated to Flint
Street Fellowship Food Pantry and was
a wonderful help to our ministry.
The number of people coming in
for assistance is up from last year and
all donations are greatly appreciated.
Please call 253-4945 with any
questions. God bless you all.
Pat Kasner

Taking it
to the top

Editor,
I felt we needed to take the

MAIL continued on page 31

WEEK’STopTweets
@Brain_Wash --- Some people
should come with subtitles.
@DamienFahey --- If you’ve
had your name called over the
PA system at a grocery store, you’re now famous enough to
compete on Dancing with the Stars.
@Write_Well --- Venezuela buys 39 million rolls of toilet
paper to end shortage. They must be flush with cash.
@andreeahluscu
--PUBLIC
SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENT: “Less is more” is not a saying that
should be associated with oreos.
@JessicaKRoy --- If we all collectively decide to go back to
sleep for another hour we won’t get in trouble.
@LoraSomoza --- You know the old saying: If you can’t say
anything nice, post comments online.
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@anylaurie16 --- Yahoo paid 1.1 billion for Tumblr, which
has not yet made a profit. Yahoo, I have also not made a profit
yet and am a steal at $967 million.
@cohills --- I guess Tumblr can afford to buy an “e” now.
@MattRoller --- Whenever I come home and all the lights
are off, I immediately take off my clothes on the off-chance
I’ll get to ruin a surprise party.
@tonyrobbins
--- 2 million
people marched
in protests against
Monsanto
in
50
countries
because of an
unwillingness to
label GMO foods.

INDEPENDENTEditorial

D

Had enough yet?

oes anyone ever get what he or she really wants? It seems not, perhaps
because so few of us know what we really want – and if we do, we’re
afraid to pay the price to get it. And the price isn’t necessarily monetary,
although it could be.
All of us have read about the guy or gal rolling in dough in a high powered
position who decided to give it all up and go hiking in Tibet or somewhere. First
thought is, well, sure, they could afford to do that … but, no, we’re talking about
those few individuals who didn’t keep their means of support. Those rare folks
who actually gave it all up and struck out for what they really wanted, did what
they were burning to do and decided to be who they really are with only the
support of sheer desire and necessity of soul to carry them.
For most of us, that is … Just. Too. Scary.
Yet, when we stop to listen to them, we all have those dreams. Don’t we all
occasionally step out to the edge, walk the ledge and consider what it would be
like to fully realize our true selves and do that one urgent thing that makes our
joints ache and our stomachs fill with acid day after day because we were meant
to do it and aren’t doing it?
Then the bills come in and, oh well, I’ll jump off some other time. Reason
sets in. …and besides, I don’t have a parachute.
This is where we live. In this place of compromise.
We live there as a city, as politicians, corporations, commissions, committees,
families and as individuals – seeking balance to keep the status quo in order to
keep our place in life. But what happens when we’ve had enough of the status
quo? Do we lose our place?
It’s complicated. Change is disruptive, painful, frightening – and healing. Its
greatest blessing is freedom.
What keeps us from that freedom is money. As a city, we have to keep
tourists coming in, and all the entities that work to make that happen have to pay
the bills associated with making that happen. We can go crazy trying to reach
every conceivable demographic and compromise the soul of who we really are
in the process, because defining our collective self and jumping off the ledge to
fulfill our true destiny is … Just. Too. Scary. Besides, nobody would agree on
the definition.
As artists and businesses, including newspapers, we’re in the same spot. Our
services, art and products are only out there when money pays the cost of getting
them out there, which means we have customers and advertisers to please. Oops,
back off that ledge and don’t do anything crazy that might scare them off, even
though that might be who you really are. Then again, the ledge beckons.
Most of us in business operate from a genuine desire to serve the community
and make a living doing it. When we’re not making it, we have to wonder where
it’s going wrong. Why were there only a couple handfuls of people at the Trout
Fishing in America concert in the Aud? Was it a case of “they’re just not that into
you?” If money and simply keeping the doors open is the goal, perhaps we all
need to stop doing things that are patently not that important to other people and
find out what is – and do that.
If “that” isn’t true to you, not who you are as an entity or an individual, lay
in a huge supply of TUMS and buck up. Or, give it all up and follow your heart’s
desire and see what happens. Yeah, right, who can do that? But still …
And glory be, what if it turns out that what they want is what you wanted to
do with your life all along? That’s not even work. That’s sheer joy.
That’s what we’re looking at as we stand here on the edge of our ledge.
Maybe we’ll jump next week.
~ CDW

ThePursuitOfHAPPINESS

I

by Dan Krotz

magine there is a large naked man on your front porch. He twirls a
red, white and blue hula hoop around his waist, and blows “God Bless
America” on a kazoo. The 2nd Amendment is stapled to his forehead and
obscures all else from his vision. Every once in a while he shoots a pistola
into the air and shouts out passages from Leviticus – not the ones about the
sin of charging interest on loans, of course. Who is this Patriot, you wonder?
His antics are so mind blowing that we fail to notice the old lady lurking in
the shadows across the street. She has a pie box full of your money, and she’s
taking it to her free apartment in a free car you have generously provided.
There’s a parade of traffic on the street, too. At the head of the parade is the
Leader of the Free World, a guy who will tap your phone, can’t find a Wall
Streeter to send to jail, and takes five years to come to Jesus on the sinfulness
of endless, unceasing warfare. Right behind him is Senator Weather Vane;
if we weren’t so distracted by the man on the porch it would be amusing to
watch SWV “twisting slowly in the wind.”
Next up in the parade is the Attorney General who drives by in his free car.
His wife is in the passenger seat. Or is it his girlfriend? If it’s the girlfriend, he
met her in court; they were on opposite sides. We don’t know where he met
his wife, or what side she’s on now.
The Attorney General is followed by a 74-year-old Congressional
candidate about to get arrested for drunken driving. The suspected drunkard
is followed by another candidate who will slink out of town, and then out of
state, with a bum résumé in hand. At the end of the parade is a County Judge
who didn’t bother to tell constituents about SWEPCO’s plans for the Old
Home Place.
Who are these people? They’re the Democrats who made the guy on the
porch into a plausible lesser evil.
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INDEPENDENTConstablesOnPatrol
May 20
7:53 a.m. – Person who had previously
reported someone had keyed her vehicle
added to the report her tires had been
slashed.
1:50 p.m. – Caller told ESPD her vehicle
had been damaged in an accident
Saturday evening.
May 21
8:35 a.m. – Caller reported her
boyfriend was being very abusive,
gave the address and then hung up.
Constables responded and arrested the
boyfriend for possession of a controlled
substance.
11:56 p.m. – Alarm sounded at a
business already closed. Constable
checked the scene and found it to be
secure.
May 22
12:46 a.m. – As a result of a traffic stop,
constables arrested the driver for DWI,
driving left of center, refusal to submit,
disorderly conduct and open container.
4:36 a.m. – Another alarm rang out, this
time at a bank, and again everything
was secure.
May 23
9:34 a.m. – ESPD learned an employee
of a tourist lodging had taken a
company vehicle and had not returned.
Upon investigation, constable found
no personal belongings in the person’s
room. He filed a report for a stolen
vehicle.
. . . and then . . .
• Passerby noticed what looked like a
fight in a church parking lot. Responding
constable discovered band members in
the church band were horsing around.
• Driver westbound on U.S. 62 was
behind a vehicle swerving all over the
road. Since the vehicle was outside
the city limits, the report went to state
police.
• Constable spoke with individuals who
were setting up a hammock in the band
shell in Basin Park. He informed them
of a city ordinance prohibiting sleeping
in public places, and they moved on
without incident.
• Animal Control responded to a report
of two unattended dogs rambling
through a neighborhood, but he did not
encounter them.
• Person told ESPD his cell phone and
glasses had been stolen. Using a tracking
program, he had tracked the cell phone
to a location downtown. Constable told
14 |

him the items had already been turned
in to him as lost items. The individual
found the officer and retrieved his items.
• Vehicle vs. motorcycle accident on
U.S. 62 east of town resulted in at least
a broken ankle for the rider. EMS and
officers responded.
• Staff at the elementary school reported
a woman stumbling around in front of
the school. She had gone toward where
cars were parked when the constable
arrived. He learned she was just looking
for her granddaughter’s classroom.
• An eastbound semi headed toward
town sideswiped another vehicle on
U.S. 62 and disabled its boat/trailer.
Driver was able to pull over onto the
shoulder. The report was forwarded to
the sheriff and state police.
• Animal Control picked up a dog
rambling around on school property and
took it to the kennel.
• Driver told ESPD while she had been
away from her vehicle, someone had
run into it and left the scene. A witness
had written down the license number of
the adverse vehicle, and county deputies
subsequently encountered it. They told
the driver to report to ESPD where she
was issued a citation for leaving the
scene of an accident.
• Someone stole a bicycle during the
night, and a constable filed a report.
• A man told ESPD he has mental issues
and had been convinced by a friend to
allow the friend to have his house key
and medication so he could administer
it. The caller no longer felt comfortable
with this arrangement and had asked
for his key and medication back, but
the friend had refused. Responding
constable asked the caller to alert ESPD
when the friend returned.
• Traffic stop resulted in the arrest of the
driver on a CCSO warrant for failure to
appear.
• Passerby saw 10–15 persons who
appeared intoxicated yelling and
pushing each other around. The ruckus
subsided, and the two primary rabblerousers walked up a nearby street.
Constables on patrol searched for but
did not find the two individuals.
• An apparently intoxicated female
was sitting on a bench in front of a
downtown business yelling at people.
Constable went to the scene and gave
her a ride to her room.
• Central dispatch told ESPD a female
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downtown had been kicked in the face
by her boyfriend who was wearing
cowboy boots. Constables went to the
scene and learned the incident had been
an accident and no report was needed.
• Central dispatch warned ESPD a
vehicle involved in a vehicular assault
near Berryville was on its way toward
Eureka Springs. Constable encountered
the vehicle, stopped it and held it until
deputies arrived.
• There was a minor fender bender in a
parking lot.
• Guest at a tourist lodging reported her
purse had been stolen. She later called
back to say it had been found.
• A vehicle partially blocked a street
until a constable arrived and found the
owner, who moved the vehicle.
• Another vehicle blocked access to a
hydrant as well as a driveway. Constable
again cleared the way.
• Report came in about a man in his

underwear playing a green ukulele
and causing a commotion. Constables
arrived and saw the person was wearing
shorts at the time and everything was
okay.
• Bartender reported her business was no
longer serving drinks to an intoxicated
individual, and they had tried to get him
a cab but he refused. He had gone to his
pickup in the parking lot. Constables
responded and did not see him driving
but saw the truck in the driveway at his
home address.
• Central dispatch alerted ESPD to
an attempted suicide at a motel. EMS
and a constable arrived to find the
female had flushed the male’s pills
down the toilet because she thought
he was going to take them all. He
thought she had taken them all, and
they began arguing. Constable got the
female a room at a different motel for
the night.

VBS June 9
St. James’ Episcopal Church will offer Vacation Bible School for children
5 – 10 June 3 – 7 from 9 – 11 a.m. at the church, 28 Prospect Ave. Children
will participate in a curriculum called “Praying All The Time” using current
children’s literature, art and activities to help teach about prayer.
To register, contact the church office (479) 253-8610.

Groomin’ on a Sunday Afternoon June 9
Head out to Keels Creek Winery
on US 62E Sunday, June 9, and enjoy
a fun fundraiser for Go East, Young
Dog from 2 – 7 p.m.
Some of the area’s more indemand hairdressers, stylists, dog
groomers, photographers and other
professionals are volunteering their
services to raise money for dog
rescue. There will be Bath & Neaten
stations for dogs, haircuts, manicures,
chair massages for people, food, wine
and music. This is also a great chance
to get photographic and artist-drawn
portraits of dogs and their families.
There will also be veterinarians and
trainers to offer pet tips, along with a
silent auction, raffles and more.
Pet care will be available on-site,
and all are invited – accompanied by
a canine companion or not. A $10
donation buys admission, two glasses

of wine, hors d’oeuvres and puppy
loads of fun.
Go East, Young Dog is a nonprofit rescue and transport operation
giving unwanted dogs from Carroll
County a new leash on life. The
dogs are spayed/neutered, nurtured
to health, socialized and vaccinated.
They are then photographed and
videotaped, put online for adoption
and humanely transported to carefully
screened adopters, primarily in the
northeastern U.S.
In the organization’s first year,
more than 250 GEYD pups were
placed into homes. Go East, Young
Dog, Inc., is an IRS-recognized 501(
c ) 3 public charity and donations
are tax deductible, much needed
and greatly appreciated. Contact
Bill King (479) 253-1649, bill@
goeastyoungdog.org.

INDEPENDENTNews
Cub Scout Family of the Year

Bruce Bieschke
Recently the Ozark District of the Boy Scouts of America
honored the Boardman family of Eureka Springs with the Cub
Scout Family of the Year award for their work with the youth of
our community. The Ozark district includes Mountain Home and
every town between there and Eureka Springs, which encompasses
a lot of Scout packs. Yet by their hard work and dedication, the
Boardman family clearly stood out.
Besides helping with the Boy Scout troop, dad Michael’s
main focus is being Cub master of Pack 67, putting in long hours
to provide a quality program. One reason he’s so successful is
the support of his family, who are all involved in the Scouting
program. Michael’s wife, Jennifer, is active as a leader with the
Cubs and their oldest son, Keaton (also an Eagle scout), is at every
Cub Scout meeting helping organize and run things.
Their two daughters, Colleen and Kyla, also are there to
support, giving help with everything from first aid training to
tying knots. Their youngest son, Camden, is almost at the end of
Cub Scouts and ready to move into Boy Scouting.

Family of the Year – From left are Kyla, Camden, Jennifer,

Michael and Keaton Boardman

Local race features
XTERRA Across America participants June 8
XTERRA Eureka Springs has been newly
renamed the Lake Leatherwood XTERRA Festival,
and is heading into its eighth consecutive year as
one of the most popular races on the XTERRA
America Tour. Hosted at Lake Leatherwood City
Park on June 8 and 9, the expanded event has
added a sport distance triathlon and the first ever
XTERRA Trail Runs in the state of Arkansas.
For those planning to participate, registration
for this event closes at midnight, June 6.
Competing this year will be Brent Bieshaar
of XTERRA Across America who is racing an
unprecedented 25 races in 18 states on his docket
for 2013. The 48-year-old from Highlands Ranch,
Colo., is two-time 45-49 division XTERRA
Mountain Region champ and will use the attention
garnered by his expedition to help raise awareness
for the Blazeman Foundation named after the late
Jon Blais, who became the first person with ALS to
finish the Ironman World Championship in 2005.
Bieshar’s “XTERRA Across America” odyssey
can be followed at xterraacrossamerica.com and
facebook.com/XterraAcrossAmerica.
The Lake Leatherwood XTERRA Festival
kicks off Saturday, June 8, with 6K and 12K trail
runs on the technically challenging trails around
Lake Leatherwood. The 6k race will challenge first

time trail runners and experts alike with short rocky
climbs, fast flowing bench sections and numerous
creek crossings of the Beacham and Fuller Trails.
The course will take competitors through the old
limestone quarry and across the WPA era dam, one
of the largest hand-cut native limestone dams in the
country. The 12k course takes racers straight to the
top of Twin Knobs hill then down a winding route
through the Lost Ridge and Hyde Hollow before
joining up with the 6k course around the lake.
On June 9, competitors will face a completely
new XTERRA course. With a longer, two lap
bike at 14.5 miles, the new course features more
climbing, almost 2000 vertical feet, as well as a
spectator-friendly mid lap swing back through
the transition area. The 5.1 mile run will take the
racers up the lower pitches of Twin Knobs around
some bench trails before joining the more technical
Beacham and Fuller Trails around the lake. The
new XTERRA Sport race will present the perfect
opportunity for XTERRA novices to experience
off-road multisport. The sport competitors will race
one 7.25-mile lap of the same bike course as the
XTERRA, then take on the shorter 6k run course.
To register and/or for more information,
visit
www.xterraeurekasprings.com
or
“XTERRAEurekaSprings on Facebook.

Rotary Golf
Classic winners

Although postponed for two weeks due to a
freak May snow, the Eureka Springs Rotary Club
Golf Classic went off in great fashion on Friday,
May 17, with 76 golfers hitting the links to make
for strong competition and a lot of fun.
A silent auction was held as scheduled on May 2
with Eureka Springs and Holiday Island Chambers
joining the festivities, and Curt Johnson won the
raffle for a television. Money raised allowed the
Rotary Club to award seven scholarships at $1,000
each at the awards assembly for graduating Eureka
Springs High School seniors.
Winners include:
Men’s 1st – M. Kane, G. Davis, S. Hanna, F.
Anderson. 2nd – B. Moore, J. Hussey, J. Lee and
D. Deshields. 3rd – R. Tabler, M. Box, P. Lafoy and
B. Lawson.
Ladies 1st – S. Dillard, J. Miller, B. Kuhn and
J. Gambel.
Mixed 1st – E. Tuft, D. Jecker, V. Anderson and
T. Bushey. 2nd – C. Razer, G. Razer, D. Ryan and
R. Ryan. 3rd – P. Surrett, R. Bosshart, L. Johnson
and C. Woolhiser
Handicap 1st – C. Conklin, L. Colby, H.
Peteway and K. Trahan. 2nd – B. Knapp, J.
Brodbeck, G. Edwards and S. Sankar. 3rd – J.
Moyer, B. Ott, R. Rojek and N. Bower.
Putting contest winner was B. Emmons.
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ARTAttack

A

by John Rankine

nother May Festival of the
Arts has come to an end
and in many ways it was
one of the best in years, thanks to
the numerous interactive art events
produced around town. The Creative
Energy Project’s MUGS and SPHERE

The interactive May Fest

events, along with Ranaga Farbiarz’s
Sound Sculpture were all installed in
public spaces, and all designed to be
interactive.
Robert Norman collected, sanded
and painted hundreds of limbs
and branches, and held SPHERE
decorating parties, where
folks could put their
creative stamp or message
on sticks to be incorporated
into the giant sphere.
Attached to a metal base by
Jim Wallace, the SPHERE
was literally dropped onto
the fountain site in Basin
Park. Beautifully lit with
the help of Jeremy Mason
McGraw’s dad, the lighting
of the SPHERE, complete
with drumming and LED
light show, was a festival
highlight.
Neither snow, torrential
rains, straight-line winds,
nor vandals dampened the
fun I had creating MUGS –
130 portraits of our creative
community blown up
poster-size and wallpapered
to exterior walls around
town. A gala poster signing

at the Queen Anne Mansion, and an
over-the-top graffiti event were giant
cherries on the cake. Taking them
down won’t be nearly as fun, but
maybe the vandals can help. MUGS
posters picturing all the artists can be
purchased at my store, Sweet Spring
Antiques, for a mere 18 bucks.
Event producer and Artrageous
Parade Grand Marshal Jeremy
McGraw demonstrated what creative,
modern marketing can be. Using
talented, young, local filmmaker
Joseph Hitchcock, Jeremy wrote,
directed and posted hysterically funny
promo videos on the Creative Energy
Project website. All quickly went viral,
garnering a gazillion hits.
Farbiarz debuted “Stage One” of
his interactive sound park on North
Main Saturday. Aided by perfect
weather and Trout Fishing in America,
the opening was a big hit. Unfortunately
I was 10 minutes late (Memorial Day
parking Hell) and missed the chimed
performance of “Give Peace A Chance.”
First time a Eureka event has ever started
on time. You have to give it up for Arts
Council chair Sandy Martin – she runs a
tight ship.
Like fish to water, the kids, without
any help or coaching, figured out how

to make the
park
zing.
Delightful! I
look forward to
“Stage 2” and
“Stage 3” of
this very cool
concept. And thank you Mayor Pate
for showing up and supporting the arts.
I got to roam the White Street
Studio Walk for an hour (we love you
Gina Gallina) before going on wine
and cookie duty at Zeek Taylor’s. Zeek
had a never ending lineup of fans come
through his home and I only had to
smack one @%&* for trying to escape
with a dozen plus cookies stashed in
his pockets. (He apologized).
It was a short but sweet Artrageous
Parade, there was fun stuff for kids in
Basin Park and some of the best artwork
could be found on restaurant walls.
Pretty successful all in all, although
I wonder, besides White St., if tourists
came to town specifically for May Fest.
Inclement weather was partly to blame,
but the Saturday Night Gallery Strolls
seemed pretty lackluster, even though
there was good work on display. No
real excitement on the Walks this year
– maybe it was the absence of pregnant
torsos.

INDEPENDENTArt
Sign up for ESSA workshops
coming June 3
Eureka Springs School of the
Arts offers fantastic opportunities
for students in its June 3 – 7
workshops featuring artist Denise
Ryan, Acrylic Painting; artist
Eleanor Lux with Bead Weaving
Using the Peyote Technique; artist
Terry Russell, Firing Ceramics;
Rhonda Hobbs, Metal Clay Beads
and Hollow Objects and artist
Mike Haley, who will lead the
building of a permanent mosaic
arch on the ESSA campus.
See class details and
register now online at www.essaart.org, or by calling (479) 2535384.
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Give chimes a chance – The ribbon is cut for the opening of the Eureka Springs Music

Park on N. Main featuring three sound sculptures by artist Ranaga Farbiarz. The chimes are
tuned to play Give Peace a Chance when struck. From left are Toni Rose, Mayor Morris Pate,
Farbiarz, Zeek Taylor, Sandy Martin, Mike Maloney, Cné Breaux and Mike Bishop.

Photo by David Frank Dempsey

INDEPENDENTNews
OiO collaborates with artists, businesses for 2013 season

Opera in The Ozarks (OiO) is getting in
the community cross-selling spirit with some
innovative and fun ideas to promote both the town
and the opera.
Collaborations include a very different version
of one OiO offering this summer; specifically,
the comic opera, L’Elisir d’Amore (The Elixir of
Love) by Gaetano Donizetti, scheduled for eight
performances the last week of June through midJuly. Ordinarily, this story of a young man who buys
an elixir from a traveling salesman/doctor (to make
a young woman fall in love with him) is set in a
quaint Italian village; but since the Eureka Springs
area has had its share of interesting “doctors” and
medicine men in the past, Stage Director Robert
Swedberg thought it would be fun to change the
setting of the opera to Eureka Springs during the
early 20th century. The company is also working with
local artist Larry Mansker, using a number of his
watercolors of Eureka Springs that evoke the spirit
of the Ozarks from that era. The art will be projected

and incorporated into the scenery for the show.
In another new collaboration, OiO is working
with Doug Hausler and Edwige Denyszyn, owners
of Keels Creek Winery, on a distinctive wine bottle
and label to promote The Elixir of Love throughout
the Eureka Springs community. Some 200 of these
distinctive bottles (alas, they are empty) will be
placed in local eating and drinking establishments
to publicize the Opera season, which includes
performances of the popular Puccini opera Madama
Butterfly and The Gilbert and Sullivan classic, The
Pirates of Penzance, in addition to The Elixir of
Love.

Holiday Island blood drive June 3
The Holiday Island Community Blood Drive will
be held Monday, June 3, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. at the Elk’s
Lodge #1042 in the Park Shopping Center across

TheNATUREofEUREKA

O

f all the old-fashioned garden
flowers my grandmother grew
in Maine, I remember a large
red-flowered perennial peony best. I
was intrigued by watching ants scurry
around the flower buds as if it were their
job to figure out how to open the flowers.

Now in its 63rd year of producing top quality
opera, OiO features young singing actors and
orchestral musicians selected through competitive
auditions throughout the United States. They
reside at Inspiration Point for two months during
the summer as they rehearse, perform and gain
valuable instruction and experience while building
skills as performers. Opera in The Ozarks is staged
in a beautiful, intimate, covered out-door theatre at
Inspiration Point Fine Arts Colony on US 62W, just
west of Eureka Springs, and also at the Arend Arts
Center in Bentonville. For performance schedules,
information and tickets, visit www.opera.org.

from the Post Office. There will be free cholesterol
screenings for all donors. Contact Delain Cavanah at
rdcavanah@cox.net for more information.

by Steven Foster

PayOHnies or PEAonies?
The like the sweet, waxy coating on the
buds. The large, bold, deep red flowers
were always a welcome sign of June.
Here in the mid-South peonies open a
little earlier. They’re past their prime
now, but still enjoyable.
To pronounce the word “peony”

is to give a hint as to where you grew
up. “PEA-on-ee” is familiar to my New
England ears. Here in the South, “PayOH’-nee” is a more familiar twist, sort
of like the difference in pronunciation
between the Yankee two-syllable tongue
roll “theatre” and the Southerner’s three
syllable “theatre.” Either way is
correct unless you’re from the
north visiting the south or vice
versa.
Upwards of 30 species
of Paeonia are recognized by
botanists, two native to western
North America, eight species from
Europe, and the rest native mostly
to China. Two species are widely
cultivated – the herbaceous
perennial Paeonia lactiflora which
includes most of our garden peony
cultivated varieties – hundreds of
selections of white to pink to roseflowered garden flowers, either
single (with one series of petals)
or double-flowered (numerous
petals in overlapping layers).
All originate from the same

plant, cultivated
in China since at
least 900 B.C.E.
The other widely
grown varieties
(in Asian horticulture) are the tree
peonies – woody shrubs originating
from Paeonia suffruticosa. These are
more commonly planted in China.
Peonies were introduced into
European horticulture by 1558, and
were known to be grown in American
gardens by 1771. Peonies have also
been used in Traditional Chinese
medicine for more than 2,000 years.
Peony is named after the mythical
physician Paeon. Apollo, god of healing
was the father of Aesculapias, god of
medicine. Paeon, a pupil of Aesculapias,
served as physician to the Greek gods.
Paeon used the root of peonies to cure
Pluto of a wound, the first mythical use
of peony for medicinal purposes. This
aroused the jealousy of Aesculapias,
who plotted to kill Paeon. When Pluto
heard of the plot he changed Paeon into
the plant that has since borne his name.
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Rear ended – Eureka Springs Police and EMTs prepare to transport a patient to hospital after a
motorcycle ran into the rear of a car on US 62E near Onyx Cave Road May 24. Two non life-threatening
injuries were reported.

Photo by David Frank Dempsey

Eureka Springs High School Alumni Roy McGehee goes in for a lay-up
against the current crop of Highlander basketball players at the high
school last Saturday. Alumni players beat the Highlanders 57-36.
Photo by David Frank Dempsey

We remember – Harry Irvin plays Taps in honor of those who sacrificed themselves to preserve our

freedom. Irvin played the haunting melody during a Memorial Day gathering May 27 at American
Legion Post 9 north of Eureka Springs.

Honor Guardsmen show the respect for those who gave their all for this
country. They were attending a Memorial Day gathering at American
Legion Post 9 north of Eureka Springs, Monday.

Photo by David Frank Dempsey

Photo by David Frank Dempsey
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FAME CAME LATE©

– Chapter 14

“Homes for everybody”

Fame Came Late © is an unpublished historical manuscript written by Lida Wilson Pyles (1906-2000). It is the story as she was told about Eureka Springs
bear hunter, John Gaskins. Pyles married into the Gaskins family in 1924.

W

ithin the year of the time
he had first had the idea of
making a move, much had
been done to finalize his plans. Timber
cutters had cleared much of the land
of valuable timbers. A family from
St. Louis had come to Eureka Springs
looking for a farm where they could
make a home and a living. The price
had been a good one.
Gaskins added the money to
the stack of bills he kept in the
cupboard of his home. “Ain’t
you afraid to keep that much
money in the house, Johnny?”
Susan wanted to know.
“No, I reckon not. It ain’t
in much danger of bein’ took
by thieves. We don’t know no
thieves. If anybody we know
needs money bad enough to
steal it he would rather come and
ask me for it. He’d get it a lot
quicker and easier, too. The time
is a-comin’ when people will have to
put locks on their doors and the country
will be full of people that ain’t above
takin’ what don’t belong to ‘em.”
“Well, I’m glad that time ain’t here
yet,” his wife told him. “I wouldn’t
even know how to lock a door and
besides, I wouldn’t want my house
all locked up if one of my neighbors
wanted to get in to it to get something
they needed an’ I was not at home. That
would be downright unneighborly.”
John was getting ready to leave
the house when Susan said, “Things
have changed, Johnny. You used to get
your gun and call the dogs when you
went anywhere. Now you never do it.
The dogs are getting’ fat and lazy. You
don’t even want me to fix somethin’ fer
you to take along to eat while you are
gone.”
“Yeah, things have changed. I
don’t take the dogs because there ain’t
no bears or deers fer them to hunt.
The game is about all gone except a
few turkeys. I can go out and get one
of them any time we need it. As fer
takin’ the dogs, there ain’t nothin’ to
take ‘em fer. I ain’t goin’ a-huntin’.
All they do when they go with me is
start fights with other dogs in Eureka
Springs. Seems like everybody over

there has got a
dog of some kind.
Little feists or
poodles that ain’t
worth their salt. I
can’t see what in
the Eternal Hell
people wants with
a dog if they ain’t
a-goin’ a-huntin’. All there is fer ‘em
to do is bark, raise hell and fight with
other dogs. I’ll bet there ain’t one dog
in Eureka Springs that wouldn’t tuck
his tail and run if he saw a bear.”
He took his hat from the nail on the
wall and explained to his wife, “There
ain’t no use fer me to take grub with
me when I can allus stop in at Mrs.
Hickman’s and get a good, hot meal
any time I want it,” he told Susan.
“But you have to pay fer it, don’t
you?”
“Sure, I have to pay fer it. It costs

me twenty cents, but two dimes is a
whole lot easier to carry in my pocket
than a loaf of bread and a chunk of ham
under my arm.”
“Johnny, you’re a caution,” his
wife joked with him. “I reckon you’re
a-fixin’ to tell me that the time will
come when people will just go out
somewhere and buy their dinner instead
of cookin’ it at home,” she suggested.
“T’wouldn’t surprise me none,” he
told her and added, “and they will all
probably have cook stoves to cook on
when they want to do it at home. I think
I forgot to tell you that I’m aimin’ to
buy you one of them fancy cook stoves
when we move to Gaskins Switch.”
“No, you didn’t tell me. Can we
afford it? I don’t want you to buy
somethin’ we can’t afford.”
“I never did, did I,” he asked and
added. “I never buy anything I can’t
afford. I never spend money that I ain’t

Metaphysical meeting June 3
The
Metaphysical
Society in Eureka Springs
will
host
Gerrie-Ellen
Johnston, a transformational
coach who will be speaking
on finding your soul’s
mission and transforming
your life. She will be at
the June 3 meeting, 7 – 9
p.m., 68 West Mountain
Street in the Christian
Science building. For more
information, contact Ronnie
Young at (479) 253-5065, or
email Bullhead1954@yahoo.com.

got. I’ve tried to teach my children
the same thing. Stayin’ out of debt is
stayin’ out of trouble, I allus say.”
“What are you goin’ to town fer
today?” Susan asked.
“I’m goin’ over to Berryville to
make some deeds to the children. I’m
goin’ to make the deed to the place
at Golden fer Jim. He wants to get
moved over there with Jimmy. After
we get moved to Gaskins Switch, he
won’t be so far away. We can see them
whenever we want to an’ he will be
getting’ started in his new business.
I’ve all ready made the deed for
Nancy and Tom for theirs, and his Pa
is helpin’ them to get a house on it for
them. Dode has all ready told me that
he’s a-goin’ to marry Mollie Hatcher.
I’ll give them a little buildin’ place in
Eureka Springs. I bought it from a man
that got discouraged there and wanted
to sellout and go back to Missouri.
“Mollie is a good cook and she
wants to start some kind of a eatin’
place there. I reckon it’s a good thing,
Susan. I don’t think that boy will ever
be much of a worker. I guess we’ve
spoilt him, ‘cause he’s the baby.
Bill kinda likes the Gaskins Switch
place and I reckon there’s room fer
two houses there. I guess the time
will come when he will marry that
little black-eyed Skelton girl over
on Roarin’ River. I can give him a
house place over there close to ours at
Gaskins Switch.”

Register now for
BCC Summer Youth
Program
The Berryville Community Center is offering
a Summer Youth Program for ages 5 – 12 Monday
through Friday, June 3 – August 16, from 7:30 a.m. –
5:30 p.m.
Enrollment is limited and a deposit of $65 per child
is due at time of registration. Kids will enjoy weeks of
supervised games, crafts, swimming, sports, skating
and many other activities building friendships and team
spirit.
Contact the Berryville Community Center for
more information (870) 423-3139.
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T

by Risa

The Task of Gemini – Revealing Duality

he days, weeks and months of 2013 have
slipped by. Time has accelerated. We’re
moving into a new world where time and
space are experienced differently. They’re collapsed.
The particle has become the wave. And so, here we
are in Gemini, the sign that reveals the concept of
duality.
It’s important to understand the spiritual tasks
of Gemini. When we understand the purpose of each
sign we begin to understand behaviors. We drop
judgments, opinions and criticisms.

ARIES: It’s important to be current
with the daily news events. But not
just mainline news, which keeps us in
the Matrix. You must be aware of both
alternative (the undercurrents) and
astrological news (constant energetic
changes). You’re the “messenger” for
a time and your information will and
can change the lives of humanity. We
are to be the “watchers” of humanity,
providing information that creates Right
Decision through Right Knowledge
leading to Right Choice.
TAURUS: Your intelligent mind is very
practical. You discern reality beneath
untruths given to humanity. You provide
logical information, considerations,
reasons, conclusions, no-nonsense
suggestions on how to look at today’s
world-in-conflict. You navigate us
through the waters of constant crisis.
It’s good to have a focus on such things.
It’s also important to find relaxation in
the usual comforts in life – sleep, food,
friends, humor, sweet things.
GEMINI: You can be restless,
changeable,
distracted,
versatile,
mercurial and adaptable all at the same
time. There is no such thing as multitasking. It doesn’t exist. So don’t let
anyone expect this of you even though
you’re the most versatile of the signs
(except for Pisces). Talk is enjoyable.
It’s good to do some and then listen
some. You’re mischievous, curious and
interested. But what do you love the
most of all?
CANCER: Sometimes you refrain from

Gemini, fueled by curiosity (unlike Taurus
consistency), is concerned with discovery. Working
with Mercury (messenger), Gemini must gather as
much information and experience as possible, in order
to disperse that information and those experiences to
the world. Gemini is the teacher, the mutable sign of
constant mental fluctuations and unrest. Gemini is
the sign of connectivity, relating this to that. Gemini
(the energy) changes, mutates, adjusts and readjusts
everything in our personality in order to bring the
Soul forth.

saying what’s on your mind. You can
be very discreet, even keeping secrets.
It’s important to tell the truth
concerning your needs
and wants. It’s important
to trust that your needs
are valuable. It’s best
not to mull things over
and over and over. That
makes things much too
complicated and complex.
It’s best to focus on facts and
personal experience. Anything
else creates illusions.
LEO: Notice that you have become a
bit more curious about people, group
interactions, teams and community
events. You seek at this time new
ideas and new experiences, attracted to
those who are unusual, intelligent and
contributing recognizably to the world.
You seek those who understand fairness
and unselfishness. We recognize that
which we already are. Change comes to
your hopes, wishes and dreams. What
you envision becomes your future.
VIRGO: Are you pondering upon your
place in the world and all things pertaining
to your work world? It’s important to
communicate with extra clarity so that
those listening can comprehend your
words. Allow what you say to be filled
with kindness and simplicity, along
with determined authority that is not
“over” anyone, but extends a hand. Use
the power of your words to heal and to
provide hope and safety.
LIBRA: Your mind is filled with great

Gemini builds the Rainbow Bridge (Antakarana),
relationship between the personality (form) and Soul.
Gemini (with Pisces) exists on the etheric plane
(subtle invisible form). We see the “two brothers”
have many intelligent tasks to perform. Underlying
their intelligence is Love (Ray 2). Gemini behaviors
reveal their purpose. Let us observe Gemini now with
new eyes, following this quote from Krishnamurti
(Venus, Neptune and Pluto in Gemini). “To observe
without evaluating is the highest form of Intelligence.”
Gemini would like that quote.

things – ideas, ideals and visions well
beyond practical affairs. You seek to
expand your knowledge
base and intelligence. You
picture sitting with others
discussion a broad
range of philosophies.
Mundane issues, small
details of your life are
unimportant at this
time. You need inspiring
communications, solutions
to world problems and a sharing
of global issues that inspires. You will
need to be that inspiration.
SCORPIO: Many people don’t realize
that Scorpios have an extra sensor
informing them how others are feeling
and thinking. This sense is built into
Scorpios because they must undergo
deep and sometimes painful life
experiences. It’s for protection and to
build up a state of understanding about
the vicissitudes of life. Scorpio’s very
sensitivity seeks intimacy when great
trust of another is developed. We have
to earn that trust with Scorpios.
SAGITTARIUS: You’re assessing
constantly the good and bad of every
situation, issue, person, event. You
consider the needs of others as well as
your own. You can feel at times that you
can’t make a decision. This is because
you’re aware of both sides now, and
both are correct. You want to cooperate.
You find yourself in deep counsel with
those you love. Your communication
gifts bring clarity and advise. You bring

peace to those close to you. Your light
shines. It uplifts and transforms.
CAPRICORN: You’re sorting things
out, making lists, tending to finances,
the day-to-day detail work. You know
health matters most of all and so you
tend to your health and the health of
your family with great care, scheduling
check-ups. You are happy tending to
these things, making your daily life
more organized. All that you do each
day helps others learn how to be efficient
and competent. These are needed skills
and virtues for a beautiful life.
AQUARIUS: You have the gift of
humor (dry). You can be an engaging
communicator. Your intelligence plays
with words that entertain most of the
time. At other times a dark shadow
of sadness or feeling you’ve not done
enough appears, a duality very present
in your life. Now, however, you have
a rather joyful and spontaneous view
of life and this builds toward a greater
sense of creativity. You’re the artist.
PISCES: There’s a circle of solitude
surrounding you. Here and there are
you are remembering your past, your
family and childhood. Family is very
important to you at this time. It’s
important to know when conflict arises
in families it’s because the family is
seeking how to rise up into a new level
of harmony. This fact is not known by
many. The one realizing this is the one
who must facilitate the conflict into
harmony. You can do this. Your sign is
the world savior.

Risa D’Angeles, founder & director Esoteric & Astrological Studies & Research Institute – a contemporary Wisdom School studying the Ageless Wisdom teachings
– the foundation of the teachings is Esoteric Astrology. Email: risagoodwill@gmail.com. Web journal: www.nightlightnews.com. Facebook: Risa’s Esoteric Astrology
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Ice cream, you scream, we all scream for …
… the runners and walkers in the 28th Annual
Berryville Ice Cream Social and 5K and 1-Mile Walk,
8 a.m., Saturday, June 15, on the Berryville Square!
Sign up for the race today, and if you’re not
running or walking just come socialize with friends
and neighbors and enjoy the fun. This is a great event
for the whole family, with plenty to see at the many
Ice Cream Social booths on the Square. There will
also be food concessions, tram rides, helicopter rides
and other demonstrations and displays. Special event
T-shirts for kids and adults will also be available to
help remember the race, and a fun day of kids games,
dancers, music, a car show/cruise and much more.
Race registration and packet pickup begins at
6:30 a.m. on the Square. The course winds through

residential sections of town and is considered flat
and fast (except one small hill). The best part may
well be the ice cream each participant receives upon
completion of the race.
Overall Male and Female awards will be given
in the 5K, plus top three awarded in five-year age
divisions for male and female divisions. Special age
categories have been designated for under age 18. The
One-Mile Walk will award the top fifteen male and
female finishers in each event.
Gold Level sponsor is Cornerstone Bank and
Silver Level sponsors include First National Bank of
Northwest Arkansas, Wells Fargo Advisors, Community
First Bank and Mercy Hospital Berryville. Proceeds
from this event will go toward high school scholarships

given out each year by the Berryville Chamber.
There is a Corporate Challenge for businesses
who have five or more representing their business in
the race. Discounted entry fees are available.
The previous 5K-course record is 15:00 for men
and 16:21 for women. Can you beat it? For more
information contact Cody Qualls (cody.qualls@mercy.
net), Deana Davidson (deana.davidson@mercy.net) or
phone (870) 423-5230 (daytime).

Get bowled over!

Team up for family fun and join the Sunday
Adult/Youth Scholarship bowling league at the
Berryville Bowling Center.
Teams will consist of one youth and one adult.
This can be a parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle or adult
friend plus one youth under 18. League play will run
Sundays from June 9 – August 18 and begins at 2
p.m. There will be 10 minutes of warm up bowling
prior to League play.
Cost is $15 per team per week, including $10
for bowling and $5 for the Youth Scholarship Fund.
Come by to sign up or phone the Berryville Bowling

Center (870) 423-5818.
Don’t “spare” a minute, come “strike” up the
fun and help raise money for scholarships!

Calling all hams, over …
To all interested in Ham Radio, the Little
Switzerland Amateur Radio club meets every 2nd
Thursday of the month (June 13) at noon at the
Pizza Hut on US. 62 in Eureka Springs. For more
information email patriciadean@cox.net.

DROPPINGA Line

M

ay 26 Ethan and Cindy Cash came back
down from Ozark, Mo., to try to get
a bigger fish than Son Caiden’s 46 lb.
striper caught on March 30. His birthday was over
so they snuck down without him.
Looks like the big fish still belongs to the
birthday boy. They did get a couple nice hybrid
stripers and a nice white bass. All came in on a big
Zara Spook on Beaver Lake. Had to work for them.
Top water bite is still good early and late in
the day. The spook, Big Red Fins and Chuggers are
working best. They are up here on our end of the
lake and hitting bigger shad. Brood shiners can still
get you a fish but we had some nine-inch shad just
get torn up today. Still catching stripers from the
top to 24 ft. deep.
Cleaned our fish at Starkey’s Marina today and
would like to say the new owners Steve and Deanna
really have it looking good. Now that I said that,

by Robert Johnson

also have to say Allan and Brenda here at Holiday
Island on the Table Rock side will also take good
care of you. Both places have boat rental along with
some toys, good fish cleaning stations and great
hospitality.
Water temps in the low 70s on both lakes
with the Kings running about 78°. White bass and
walleye have spawned and whites are being caught
between Holiday Island and Cow’s Creek up river
from Beaver town. Crappies are in the shoreline
brush with eggs still in them.
Smallmouth and black bass are both hitting
the top with some black bass hitting the bottom in
four to six ft. of water if sitting on a nest ready to
lay their eggs. Gars are eating shad. LOL. Really
when fishing for stripers with shad shallow in water
temps above 70° we do have some fun with the gar.
Well that’s it for now. Good luck and take a
kid fishing.
www.esINDEPENDENT.com | May 30, 2013 |

ES Independent | 21

INDYSoul

M

by Gwen Etheredge

att Reeves describes himself
as a “Hard Hitting, Sweat
Dripping, Leg Shaking,
Rock-A-Fied, Country Music Artist!”
Promoting the recently released album
Bringin’ it Home and working on
another CD to be released in the spring
of 2014 means this is one busy Elvis
look-a-like. With a deep, rich country
voice, Reeves has been on-stage since
he was 17 months old. His father, Jack
Reeves, was voted Entertainer of the
Year by the California Country Music
Association and was an ACM nominee,
so the business is in his blood. At age
13 Reeves was playing guitar for major
recording artists such as Red Simpson
and Sue Thompson. Eventually forming
his own show, he has performed at
venues including the Golden Nugget,
Mill Casino and even The Grand Ole
Opry’s Ryman Auditorium. You can
hear the Matt Reeves Band on Friday
and Saturday night at Pied Piper with

Matt Reeves at Pied Piper
Reeves on vocals and guitar, Todd
Bohannon on drums and Patrick Harris
wielding the bass.
FRIDAY – MAY 31
• BALCONY RESTAURANT
Hogscalders, 12–3 p.m. and 6–9 p.m.
• CHASERS BAR & GRILL Watts
It To Ya
• CHELSEA’S Skinny Gypsies, 9
p.m.
• EUREKA LIVE! DJ & Dancing
• EUREKA PARADISE
DJ and
Dancing, Ladies Night
• EUREKA STONEHOUSE Jerry
Yester, 5–8 p.m.
• GRAND TAVERNE Arkansas
Red Guitar, 6:30–9:30 p.m.
• JACK’S PLACE
Straight Shot,
9 p.m. – 1 a.m.
• LUMBERYARD RESTAURANT
& SALOON DJ Karaoke, 8 p.m.
• NEW DELHI CAFÉ
Scratch
N’ Riff, 1–5 p.m., Po’ Dunkers, 6:30–
10:30 p.m.

• PIED PIPER CATHOUSE
LOUNGE Matt Reeves, 8–midnight
• ROWDY BEAVER
Third
Degree, 8 p.m. – midnight
• ROWDY BEAVER DEN Jesse
Dean, 9 p.m. – 1 a.m.
• SQUID & WHALE PUB Smokin’
Crawdadz, Bluesy funky rock
• THE BLARNEY STONE Live
Music
• VOULEZ-VOUS
SPiNRaD,
Jazz, 9 p.m..
• 302 ON THE SQUARE
(Berryville) Berryville Hootenanny
– An Acoustic Jam – All Welcome, 7–9
p.m.
SATURDAY – JUNE 1
• BALCONY RESTAURANT
James White, 12–3 p.m.
• BASIN PARK Drumming in the
Park, 6 p.m.
• CHASERS BAR & GRILL
Kickin’ Kountry
• CHELSEA’S
Fossils of Ancient
Robots, 9 p.m.
• EUREKA LIVE!
DJ & Dancing
• EUREKA PARADISE
DJ and
Dance Music
• GRAND TAVERNE Jerry Yester
Grand Piano Dinner Music, 6:30–9:30
p.m.
• JACK’S PLACE
Straight
Shot, 9 p.m. – 1 a.m.
• LUMBERYARD RESTAURANT
& SALOON
DJ Karaoke, 8 p.m.
• NEW DELHI CAFÉ
Pete &
Dave, 1–5 p.m., Afro-Disiacs, 6:30 –
10:30 p.m.
• PIED PIPER CATHOUSE
LOUNGE
Matt Reeves, 8–

Sat., June 1 • 9 P.M. – FOSSILS
OF ANCIENT ROBOTS
Sun., June 2 • 6-9 P.M. – LYAL STRICKLAND
Mon., June 3 • 9 P.M. – SPRINGBILLY
Tues., June 4 • 9 P.M. – OPEN MIC
Wed., June 5 • 9 P.M. – CHUCKY WAGGS
– Drink & Draw
Thurs., June 6 • 9 P.M. – TEBO BRUJOS
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midnight
• ROWDY BEAVER
City Limits,
8:30 p.m. – 12:30 a.m.
• ROWDY BEAVER DEN
Philbilly, 1–5 p.m., Pieces of Dreams,
9 p.m. – 1 a.m.
• SQUID & WHALE PUB Hippie
Hometown Girls, 6 p.m., RK Ellis
and the AGC, 9 p.m.
• VOULEZ-VOUS
SPiNRaD,
Jazz, 9 p.m.
SUNDAY – JUNE 2
• BALCONY RESTAURANT
Staymore, 12–3 p.m., Logan Brothers,
5 p.m.
• CHELSEA’S
Lyal Strickland,
6–9 p.m.
• LUMBERYARD RESTAURANT
& SALOON Free Texas Hold ‘Em
Tournament with prizes, 6 p.m.
• NEW DELHI CAFÉ
Skinny
Gypsies, 12–4 p.m., Bella Donna, 5–9
p.m.
• ROWDY BEAVER DEN
Philbilly, 1–5 p.m.
• SQUID & WHALE PUB Local
Kine “Local Talent Showcase”
MONDAY – JUNE 3
• CHASERS BAR & GRILL Bike
Night, 7 p.m.
• CHELSEA’S SpringBilly, 9 p.m.
• SQUID & WHALE PUB
Disaster Piece Theater
• VOULEZ-VOUS
Locals Night
TUESDAY – JUNE 4
• CHASERS BAR & GRILL Dart
Tournament
• CHELSEA’S Open Mic
• LUMBERYARD RESTAURANT
& SALOON Pool Tournament, 6:30

Get the blues now –
tickets on sale!

Matt Reeves at Pied Piper Friday and Saturday night from 8 p.m. – midnight.
p.m.
• ROWDY BEAVER Hospitality
Night
• SQUID & WHALE PUB Taco
Tuesday $3 Margaritas til 6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY – JUNE 5
• CHASERS BAR & GRILL Beer
Pong
• CHELSEA’S
Chucky Waggs, 9
p.m. Drink & Draw
• NEW DELHI CAFÉ Open Jam
• PIED PIPER CATHOUSE
LOUNGE Wheat Wednesday Draft
Beer Specials
• ROWDY BEAVER Wine
Wednesday
• SQUID & WHALE PUB Pickled
Porpoise Revue
THURSDAY – JUNE 6
• BALCONY RESTAURANT

Maureen Alexander, 5 p.m.,
• CHASERS BAR & GRILL Taco
& Tequila Night
• CHELSEA’S Tebo Brujos, 9 p.m.
• GRAND TAVERNE Jerry Yester
Grand Piano Dinner Music, 6:30–9:30
p.m.
• JACK’S PLACE
Karaoke w/
DJ Goose, 8 p.m. – midnight
• LUMBERYARD RESTAURANT &
SALOON
Beer Pong Tournament,
Taco and Margarita Night,
• SQUID & WHALE PUB Open
Mic Musical Smackdown with
BLOODY BUDDY and friends
• VOULEZ-VOUS
Open Mic
Night
• 302 ON THE SQUARE
(Berryville) Monastary Dogs, 6–8
p.m.

The Eureka Springs Blues
Weekend, presented by The 1905
Basin Park Hotel, is June 13 – 16
featuring local, regional, national
and international blues acts held in
the auditorium, Basin Spring Park,
The Basin Park Hotel Barefoot
Ballroom, Turpentine Creek and
venues all around Eureka Springs
including Chelsea’s, Jack’s Place
& Center Stage, New Delhi, Pied
Piper & Cat House Lounge, Rockin’
Pig Saloon, Rowdy Beaver & The
Beaver Den, Squid & Whale and
Voulez-Vous Lounge.
Ultimate, VIP and Weekend
Passes and tickets are on sale at
EurekaSpringsBlues.com. Hotel and
ticket packages are also available
at the 1905 Basin Park Hotel and
Grand Central Hotel.
Headliners are The Chicago
Blues Revue featuring John Primer,
Bob Stroger, Kenny “Beady Eyes”
Smith, Billy Flynn and BarrelHouse
Chuck; The Nighthawks; and EG
Kight. Featured acts include Eugene
“Hideaway” Bridges, The Cedric
Burnside Project, JP Soars and
The Red Hots, Victor Wainwright
and The WildRoots, Leah and The
Mojo Doctors, and Buddy Shute.
Also appearing will be Selwyn
Birchwood Band, the International
Blues Challenge’s winning band
chosen as the most promising new
blues band from over 125 bands
from around the world.
This year’s acts have been
honored with three Grammy
Awards, five Grammy nominations,
47 Blues Music Award nominations,
seven Blues Music Awards and 21
Living Blues Awards.
Hotel and ticket packages are
also available at the 1905 Basin
Park Hotel and Grand Central
Hotel. Meanwhile, for Ultimate,
VIP and Weekend Passes and
tickets, band info and complete
schedule, volunteer or sponsor sign
up and just more information, see
www.EurekaSpringsBlues.com.
And “like” us at facebook.com/
EurekaSpringsBlues!
Keep track of it all with the
Blues Weekend pullout schedule
inserted in the June 13 Independent.
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Hey, where’s Luigi? – Dan Ellis, Mike Bishop, Donna Shepard, Lavonne St. Clair and
Ponies on parade – Proud Mustang owners lined up to show off at Pine Mountain
Village last Saturday with perfectly clean engines and polished hubcaps.

Photo by Gwen Etheredge

Barbara Gavron enjoy an outdoor table during a Chamber After Hours gathering at
Eddie Silver’s Cafe Luigi May 23. The social event featured drinks and food including
Cafe Luigi’s Italian sausages, meatballs and marinara.
Photo by David Frank Dempsey

Candles versus electric lines – More

than 100 people crowded Basin Park May 23 to
sing and hold a candlelight vigil in protest of
proposed SWEPCO transmission lines. Many had
themselves adorned with body paint slogans
protesting the proposed 345 kV transmission
line that would cut a 150-foot wide swath
through the county, bringing electromagnetic
radiationand herbicide applications.
Photo by David Frank Dempsey

Green thumbs up – Carroll County Master Gardeners Anita Engert (left) and Mariellen Griffith planted

flowers and ornamentals at Little Lake Eureka May 24. You never know where the CCMG will strike next, leaving
behind a spot of natural beauty.
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INDEPENDENTNews
What’s old is new – Historic Museum grand re-opening June 9
Don’t miss the grand re-opening of Eureka Springs’ newly
renovated Historical Museum on Sunday, June 9, 3 – 6 p.m.
New exhibits with storyboards and showcases of artifacts
feature the story of Eureka’s history from the discovery of the
healing spring by Native Americans to the earliest health seekers
and through the town’s heyday as a Victorian spa. See accounts
of its several fires and rebuilding, and follow along as Eureka
Springs becomes a favored tourist destination from the advent
of the automobile to the present.
Director Steven Sinclair and museum board members
will be on hand to answer any questions and share some light
refreshments. There will be music by Hello Cello and a visit
from a historical figure from Eureka’s past. Can you guess
whom?
Everyone is welcome and there is no admission charge.
Come revisit the story of who we are and how we got here.
For
further
information,
email
director@
eurekaspringshistoricalmuseum.org or phone (479) 253-9417.

Starry pasta night – Pasta art judge, Jeremiah

Alvarado-Owens, right, gets a look at Chloe Stillings’
lasagna-framed pasta rendition of Vincent Van
Gogh’s Starry Night during the Independent’s Pasta
Art Contest in Basin Park May 24. The piece won first
place in the adult division. Setting the macaroniand-more art piece up is Stillings’ friend, Paul Rist.
Photo by David Frank Dempsey

Kristi-Lee and a team of two came in second in the
adult division.

Wendy LaFey decorates a John
Rankine photo of Kym Rodda
in an informal addition to the
series of mugshots of area artists
that decorated walls as part of
the May Festival of the Arts.
Photo by David Frank Dempsey

Photo by Gwen Etheredge
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AUDacious

by Ray Dilfield

E

ngineering studies show that it’s do-able.
Thanks largely to the foresight of the
designers who incorporated an extremely
robust shell and steel supporting structure,
logistics of the conversion are not out of reach.
The first order of business after the required
internal demolition will be to lower the existing
main floor support beams to drop the level down
to match the grade on the First Street side. This will
then allow addition of a second level of I-beams at
the approximate elevation of the existing balcony to
support the second deck level. It will be necessary to
add some piers to support the entrance and exit ramps
but, properly designed, they should not impinge too
badly on proposed capacity.
By limiting the current basement level to strictly
motorcycle access, we will reduce the costs somewhat
by not needing to support the same kind of loads that
the upper levels will be required to bear as well as the
space-saving aspect of requiring narrower ramps for
access. Even allowing for the greater space required
by trikes and Can-Am style bikes, capacity on the
lowest level should be on the order of 100-125.

A modest proposal (with apologies to Mr. Swift)

The two upper levels have been estimated to allow
at least 40 full-size spaces each. Further, it would not
be outside the realm of possibility to add 40 more
rooftop spaces bringing total capacity to 120 cars and
125 motorcycles.
In order to preserve the historic facade, all external
modifications will be made on the First Street side of
the structure. This will also serve to facilitate ingress
and egress from the existing ground-level parking
areas to the north and south without disrupting or
impeding traffic on the Main Street side.
The existing lobby and office areas would be
preserved and re-purposed with potential use as
commercial retail space, visitors’ center, and/or a
city office annex. Leasing these spaces would also

SUP ribbon cutting rescheduled
There will be a Chamber of Commerce
ribbon cutting and standup paddle boarding
opportunity at SUP Outfitters Tuesday, June 6,
4 – 6 p.m. at Starkey Marina. The event was
cancelled on May 21 because of weather.
Bring or wear your shorts and swimsuits
and have some merriment on the water with

this fun, new-to-the-area sport. Meet SUP
owner, Melody, who is excited to introduce the
Hawaiian-born sport of stand up paddle boarding
to Northwest Arkansas. It’s the fastest growing
water sport and is now moving to the lakes and
rivers. For more information, call Melody (479)
244-7380 or see sup-outfitters.com.

LISTENING to the SPRINGS

Praise Band at HICC June 9
All are invited to come worship Sunday, June 9, 6 p.m.
at the Holiday Island Community Church, 188 Stateline
Drive as the HICC Praise Band leads worship as we focus
on the power of His name. There will be refreshments
and fellowship afterwards. For more information, contact
Debbie Cosens (479) 981-1881.

by Kate Cooper

W

e celebrated the springs last month with
singing, prayers, workshops and walks, and
found that there is always a learning curve
when it comes to taking care of these precious enigmas in
the landscape of Eureka Springs.
It was an engineer’s nightmare from the town’s
founding 134 years ago. These slopes thronged with
believers in the healing power of the waters. Many were
survivors of a tragic yellow fever epidemic that had
taken as many as 20,000 lives in the Mississippi Valley
the previous year. They did not know mosquitoes spread
the pathogens that caused the illness. In her book about
Missouri and Arkansas pioneers, Conevery Valenčius
explained, “Springs reassured grime-encrusted, mosquitobitten travelers that their God had endowed the world
judiciously with resource as well as threat.”
While four-fifths (80 percent) of the US population
live in urban areas, Carroll County is approximately 28
percent urban. We have a hard time thinking of ourselves
26 |

as having urban problems. Because of the density of
development in our towns, especially Eureka, we do
need to look at storm water like an urban area. The 72
percent who live in the surrounding rural areas have
responsibilities and our own learning curves when it
comes to dealing with runoff and erosion, and we also
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serve to further enhance
the revenue stream made
available by the additional
city-owned parking. The
current restrooms would
become accessible from
the interior of the new garage area and augment
existing public facilities.
Some of the costs will be offset by the sale of
furnishings and mechanical and technical equipment.
Newly-installed HVAC systems have accumulated
very little use and could recoup as much as 80 percent
of the original investment. The theatrical lighting
system alone could fetch as much as $30K on the used
market. The piano has been appraised at nearly $20K.
One should also not underestimate the nostalgia
value of items like the chandeliers or theater seating
through fund-raising auctions or eBay. The seasoned
oak flooring could have considerable value in the
architectural salvage market.
What’s not to like? The city will gain muchneeded parking and revenue from the conversion of
the facility into something people will actually use.

have a stake in the future of Eureka Springs.
Storm water infrastructure designed with
ecological functioning in mind can be a civic asset
rather than an environmental liability. A project along
Fuller Street within Harmon Park demonstrates some
methods in the Low Impact Development (LID) tool
kit. A new sign explains that a series of check dams
slows storm water runoff and that a rain garden
contains a combination of water-loving and droughtadapted native plants. Microscopic organisms at their
roots help to remediate pollutants. Water moves into
the ground within 24-48 hours, so mosquitoes don’t
have time to breed.
More on the Web: The Four-State Watershed
Academy: “MS-4 Green Tools for Your Toolbox”
will be taking place on June 11 in Branson. The recent
Ozark Water Watch newsletter features “Eureka
Springs, AR: Famous for its springs now famous for
its rain gardens.”

Do you know
if your website is working?
Find out on June 10 when
the Arkansas Small Business and
Technology Development Center
presents “Website Google Analytics
and SEO” from 3 – 5 p.m. at the
Cornerstone Financial Center. After
you create amazing content, web
pages, blogs and social media posts for
your business, how do you know it’s
all working?
Demystify Google Analytics and
what Search Engine Optimization
really means for your business and
leave with free tools and practical ideas
you can start applying immediately
after this informative workshop.
Speaker Jacqueline Wolven works
with small businesses nationwide to
help them navigate marketing and start
up issues and gather momentum.

In addition to being a consultant
and speaker, as Director of the Eureka
Springs Downtown Network Main
Street program, she is able to put her
ideas into practice. Find more about
her varied career at www.vizify.com/
jacqueline-wolven.
Class is limited to 30 registrants
and pre-registration is required. Cost is
$30 per person. There is a $10 discount
for all Eureka Springs Downtown
Network Main Street members; Eureka
Springs, Berryville and Huntsville
Chamber of Commerce members and
all Weebly Website in a Day attendees
and registrants. There is also a U of A
discount available for staff, students
and faculty.
Call (479) 575-5148 to register
and for discounts to be applied.

SWEPCO – SOG continued from page 3

transparency about a candidate’s record,
voting history and campaign donations.
The intent is to provide support for
young candidates who want to bring
government back under the control of
the people. She envisions these youthful
legislators leading the charge to remove
ballot access barriers, end the Federal
Reserve and institute real campaign
finance reform.
Tobin said the current SWEPCO
proposal that has so many people up
in arms over the taking of their private
lands is a typical case of a wealthy
corporation running roughshod over the
will of the people. She has advice for
local residents upset with SWEPCO’s
plans to bulldoze a path through
Northwest Arkansas.
“Don’t be discouraged,” Tobin said.
“The system wants us to be discouraged.
They want us to give up, but giving
up is not an option. We will take our
government back. The whole world is
watching to see what the U.S. does.”
The UWS rally is being produced by
Marci Foregrave, who is accompanying
Tobin on her travels in Arkansas and
elsewhere in the county to promote
Free & Equal. In addition to the issues
already mentioned, Foregrave said a
major focus is towards honest media.
One major problem, she said, is that
most of the media in the U.S. is not
telling the truth about major issues
facing the country.

Johnson was suspected of taking votes
that otherwise would have gone to Mitt
Romney.
Tobin, who worked as Ralph
Nader’s
national
ballot
access
coordinator helping collect more than
500,000 signatures to put Nader on
the ballot in the District of Columbia
ballot and 45 state presidential ballots,
favors changing that dynamic so there
are open elections instead of supporting
the present two-party system that leaves
third party candidates out in the cold.
Tobin said political parties don’t work,
and she sees individuals rising and
replacing the party system shifting back
to the origins of the U.S. Constitution –
which doesn’t mention political parties.
“It costs millions for Ralph Nader
just to get on the ballot, and that isn’t
right,” Tobin said. “The USW Festival
will be the kick-off event for igniting
the grassroots movement to break the
stranglehold of the two-party duopoly
and reform the electoral process
throughout the U.S. once and for all.
This event will be featuring the music
excitement needed to create a truly
successful movement of the voter youth.
The UWS Festival is the beginning of
the solution to the political status quo
problem.”
Tobin said the organization
intends to create a National Open
Elections Database to provide greater

INDEPENDENT
Crossword
by Chuck Levering

A cross
1. Tach reading
4. Heroin
8. Affirmative reply
11. A billion years
13. Bucket
14. Be indebted
15. Festive affair
16. Put in peril
18. Force out
20. Democratic Rep. of
the Congo, now
21. Respectable
23. Energy
24. Large Australian bird
25. Palm, in Hebrew
27. Mates
31. Disgusting
33. Rocky peak
34. Revise text
35. Part of an agenda
36. River in central
Europe
38. ___ Darya, Asian
river

39. Lawyers must pass
this
41. Native name for
Japan
43. Abates
46. Finger or toe
47. Single reed
woodwind
49. Lean
52. Ewe’s mate
53. Hero provider
54. Promise
55. Function
56. Morays
57. It could be inflated
D own
1. Tattered cloth
2. Pod occupant
3. Polyatomic ion
4. Watcher
5. Unable to do
6. Help out
7. Thin, shiny coating
8. Jellystone Park bruin
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9. Pitcher
10. Very dry
12. Innocent
17. Sheetlike body of
rock
19. Squid’s defense
21. Hindu goddess
22. Give off
23. Brain inflammation
26. Peas’ home
28. Able to change
29. Prom transportation
30. Amaze
32. Fire residue
37. Semi
40. Stage direction
42. Pocket bread
43. Light brown
44. Exclamation of
sorrow
45. Identical
46. Computer producer
48. Born
50. Captain’s record
51. Needed to tango
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Arkansas film industry seminar July 17
Christopher Crane, Arkansas State Film
Commissioner will hold a Film Industry Workshop
at the Best Western Eureka Inn Wednesday, July 17,
at 5:30 p.m. for anyone interested in developing
Eureka Springs as a film location or interested in
offering their site, services, goods or business to
potential filmmakers.
Crane, through his role as commissioner,
is responsible for the promotion, recruitment
and development of the state’s film industry by
COUNCIL continued from page 1

bringing back Weaver’s ordinance
would be a good starting place toward
resolving the problem.
Commission reports
Michael Merry, Chair of the
Hospital Commission, gave council a
tour of the recent audit, but spent most
of his time talking about the possibility
of a new hospital in Eureka Springs.
Merry said discussions with Allegiance,
the company that leases operation of
the hospital, have begun again about
Allegiance building a new facility in
Eureka Springs.
Merry answered whether this
area could support a new hospital by
pointing out Allegiance renewed the
lease two years ago, and they would not
have done so if it were not profitable for
them. He said Rock Bordelon, CEO of
Allegiance, is scheduled to attend the
June 17 commission meeting.
Alderman
David
Mitchell
acknowledged Merry’s leadership in
getting the process moving toward a
new facility and in trying to get the city
out of the hospital business.
Mike Maloney, executive director
of the City Advertising and Promotion
Commission, distributed a report
clearly explaining what the CAPC
intends to do and how they plan to do
it. He advertises on cable television and
the Internet because he can pinpoint
ads about Eureka Springs to groups in
the targeted areas – effective and less
expensive.
Maloney also pointed out that the
first four months of 2013 were down
compared to last year, but figures are
for collections through the first four
months, always slow, and collections
are still almost $200,000. Maloney said
the CAPC spent considerably less on
28 |

marketing Arkansas to a national and international
film clientele. The recent development of the
Arkansas Production Alliance and the arfilm.com
website, co-produced by the Greater Eureka Springs
Chamber of Commerce and the City Advertising &
Promotion Commission, will be a main focus of the
workshop.
Among other things Crane will teach area
businesses how to get registered on the arfilm
site. “When a production comes to an area the

advertising this year to get almost the
same result.
Beverly Blankenship, Chair of the
Planning Commission, told council
Planning intends to conduct a thorough
review of definitions in City Code
related to bed and breakfasts, tourist
lodgings, transient guests, etc.
Bruce Levine, director of the Parks
Department, said he and his staff and
volunteers do a lot of little things which
cumulatively make a big difference. For
instance, a soccer scoreboard at Lake
Leatherwood field is about to get an
upgrade.
Parks is also in a position to plan
for fixing the road leading into Lake
Leatherwood City Park. Levine said
during the summer Parks will begin to
receive sales tax dollars resulting from
the initiative approved by voters last
November for improving LLCP. Levine
added there is also some grant money
for the project, so “we’ll be able to fix
the road.”
He also spoke of how much visitors
in town take advantage of the trails
system, saying there are some striking,
little-known views of Eureka Springs
from vantage points on the trails.
Also, Levine said, it appears Eureka
Springs might get a dog park in Harmon
Park this summer.
Rezoning
Council got its turn to consider
Patrick Brammer’s request to have his
property at 123 S. Main be rezoned
from R-1 to C-1. Planning has already
approved his proposal.
Blankenship said the vote at
Planning had been 4-1, and there had
been considerable discussion about
spot-zoning and whether the entire
entryway from U.S. 62 to the Historical
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services needed are endless. Everything from
lodging, caterers, accountants, insurance providers,
transportation services, storage facilities, lumber
companies, electricians, plumbers, painters, and
more will be utilized,” Mike Bishop, President/
CEO of the Eureka Springs Chamber, noted.
Eureka Springs has enjoyed success in the past,
having been the location for productions such as War
Eagle, Chrystal, Elizabethtown and Pass the Ammo.
All area businesses are encouraged to attend.

Museum should be rezoned all at once.
Mitchell right away announced
he was against spot-zoning, and
Blankenship explained what council
would need to do if it wanted Planning
to work on rezoning both sides of the
entire length.
Commissioner James DeVito
asked Brammer if there was any sense
of urgency, and he replied he was
trying to start a process that should
have been done a long time ago. He
said regardless of the zoning, the area
is not residential. “I wouldn’t ask for
something inappropriate,” he said.
Alderman Terry McClung moved
to have Weaver work with Blankenship
to draft an ordinance and follow
procedures for rezoning both sides
of South Main from U.S. 62 to the
Historical Museum, and the vote was
unanimous.
Council also approved the first
reading of an ordinance to rezone 123
S. Main, Brammer’s property, from R-1
to C-1. Vote was 5-1, Mitchell voting
No.
Glass and cardboard recycling
DeVito stated he sees way too much
glass get thrown in with garbage, and
wants an ordinance requiring merchants
to recycle glass and cardboard. “Eureka
Springs is known for its green initiatives,
and it won’t take much effort to do the
right thing.” He suggested merchants
could use plastic tubs available from
many stores. Merchants who divert
recyclables from their garbage would
be charged less for trash pickup.
Purkeypile remarked, “There’s the
motto: Recycling saves you money.”
There was commentary about fines
and enforcement and is one bottle in
the garbage a crime, but after awhile
Mitchell moved they postpone the

discussion until the next meeting “to
mature our thoughts.”
Digitizing the docs
Ed Wells addressed council again
about the city website and a public
forum feature he could add to the site.
The plan would be for a topic or question
to be posted about which the city asks
for input and comments, and the topic
would remain on the site only a short
specified time. He answered questions
about how frequently a person could
post comments and how to prevent back
and forth between users.
Purkeypile
eventually
said,
“Keep it simple. We don’t want
Geekfestomania.”
Council voted unanimously to
authorize Mayor Morris Pate to enter
into a contract to digitize city records
and include a public comments feature
on the city website.
Other items
• Council approved the second
reading of Ordinance 2181 regulating
jumbo cabs and limousines.
• Aldermen also approved the third
reading of Ordinance 2180 updating
parking lot regulations in City Code.
• The resolution in support of a
national carbon tax received unanimous
support.
• Purkeypile announced that KUAF
produced a feature about the dam at
Black Bass Lake as part of its Ozarks at
Large radio program.
• Schneider moved they delete
the agenda item “Moratorium on 199
Business Licenses,” and approval was
quick and unanimous.
• Weaver was given the task of
drafting an ordinance removing “corner
setback” from City Code.
Next meeting will be Monday, June
10, at 6 p.m.

INDEPENDENTNews
Sign up now for kids 21st Century
summer program
The 21st Century Community Learning Center after
school program will again include a summer program
for K – 8 students living in the school district. Sponsored
by Eureka Springs Elementary and Middle Schools in
partnership with Main Stage, the program is funded through
a five-year federal grant and is reduced in fund amounts each
of the remaining years. As this is the end of the fourth grant
year, the partnership is working with reduced program funds
and offering a modified summer program as follows:
July 1 – August 2 (excluding July 4). Cost is $5 per
day per family on days any registered student(s) attends.
Payment to be made on the first day of each week. Hours
are 8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. including breakfast, lunch and snacks.

If field trips are planned they may include some parentpaid expense but parents can choose to have their child
to attend the field trip or not. Those not taking the trip(s)
will have activities at the school. The summer program
will include, but is not limited to, physical activities, visual
and performing arts, nature projects/gardening and crafts.
Academic tutoring/instruction may be part of the program
as required.
Those interested in the summer program should phone
the elementary school office (479) 253-8704 or call the
program coordinator, Gary Andrews (479) 981-1636, for
more information. The required number of openings will be
filled on a first-come basis.

From the GROUNDUP

A

Intro to Genealogy program
at Carnegie Library
A free introduction to a genealogy
program, sponsored by the Friends of the
Eureka Springs Carnegie Library, will be
held Tuesday, June 18, 7 – 8 p.m. in the
Friends Room at the library annex, 194
Spring Street. Sean Franklin, former support
representative of online genealogy site,
Ancestry.Com, will give the presentation. A
question and answer period will follow.
Friends of the Carnegie Library plan
to host several more in-depth workshops if
there is an interest. For further information
phone (479) 253-8754.

by Andrew Schwerin

Back to the garden

normal
yet
distinctly
pronounced Ozark spring. The
roller coaster ride was on the
cold side this year, but seems to have
no trouble going into the summer heat.
Regular rains but a dry enough spell to
get the hay cut and baled leaves little
room for complaining.
There’s a small window for growing
greens in the spring. We plant lettuce,
broccoli, cabbage, Swiss chard, kale
and other greens in early March with
row covers. These seedlings can usually
take temperatures down to about 28°,
and about 20° with enough row covers.

Practically, most of these could have
been planted as well a couple weeks
later. We plant the lettuce every two
weeks, with our last spring planting a
few days ago.
We direct seed spinach, beets and
carrots in early March. Spinach and
many other greens bolt as the weather
turns warm. Bolting means they’ve
been cued that they have finished their
vegetative or growth stage and are
sending up a seed stalk to reproduce.
Lettuce tends to get bitter.
In other crops, the plant stops
putting energy into its leaves. Our

carrots didn’t germinate well in early
March, but I haven’t seen better looking
spring beets. I like to think of spring as
practice for the fall garden when many
of the same cool weather crops can be
grown under more suitable conditions.
It’s been a late but good strawberry
season. The weather sure turned
tomato-friendly about May 10, but the
first plants we put out in mid-April look
the healthiest. That tells me it’s better to
plant them in the cold than to keep them
too long in their pots.
Planted potatoes on March 16,
and they may have been better off a

week later, but
they are looking
good
despite
the
massive
spring turnout of
Colorado Potato Beetles. We were still
covering peppers last week and they are
looking fruitful.
Cucumbers were planted a few
weeks ago and look great. We planted
out our summer squash and okra
seedlings last week. Beans and corn are
up. We’re putting sweet potato cuttings
in the ground now, but anytime in June
is good.

SWEPCO – FOUST continued from page 7

it. It would leave a horrible scar on our
property.”
Two of the six routes under
consideration by SWEPCO run along
the White River and through the terrain
below Wolf Ridge. Joe suspects the
routes SWEPCO has put forth were
selected “by someone sitting in Dallas
looking at Google Earth.”
SWEPCO has stated that with
hundreds of miles of routes under
consideration, it wasn’t possible to do
on-the-ground surveys. For people like
the Fousts and their neighbors along
Wolf Ridge, that is inexcusable.
“I live in a wonderful neighborhood
with great neighbors who are here
when you need them, but you can’t see

their houses,” Delnita said. “The last
thing I want to look at is the huge ugly
towers they are proposing. Where the
world is half concrete, you expect this
kind of infrastructure. But this area is
a treasure for Arkansas. I am appalled
that folks who are in charge of the State
of Arkansas are not up in arms. Think
of the generations to come who are
going to have to look at the scar. My
grandparents lived in Lavaca, Ark. This
is the fifth generation of my family that
has been coming to Arkansas, and I
would like it for many more generations
to look like this. Who would ever have
dreamed someone would march through
here and be so cavalier about this
beautiful forest we are lucky enough

to live in? We all try to take care of it.
We all feel a strong responsibility to be
good stewards of what we have.
“This is a precious watershed.
People come from all over to fish
this White River. Beaver Lake is so
amazing. For all of this to tumble north
so beautifully being enjoyed by the
fishermen, and folks in canoes, kayaks
and rowing sculls, I can’t imagine what
people were thinking when they looked
at this and thought it would be a great
idea to cut down all these trees and
put up this transmission line. People
come here all the time and they are not
coming to see power lines. What they
are proposing is devastating. It breaks
my heart.”

wildlife like birds and frogs.
Joe has a rowing scull that he takes
on the White River. Will he still want to
do that with high voltage transmission
lines towering over the river?
Joe and Delnita suspect that
whoever made up the plans to build
these towers on slopes so steep they are
practically vertical must not have ever
visited the area.
“With all the fresh air up here,
people would be able to think straight if
they had actually visited the area,” Joe
said. “It doesn’t take a rocket scientist
to see this is pristine mountain country.
We all enjoy electric power, but there is
no reason to destroy the countryside for
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUILDING MATERIALS

DRAWING AND OIL PAINTING
CLASSES All skill levels and ages
welcome. Small groups, lots of
demos. Barbara Kennedy (479) 2536652

IVAN OF THE OZARKS-ART
BREAD, ORGANIC-SOURDOUGH
100% Rye & Whole Wheat. Bagels,
Bialys, English Muffins. At the Eureka
Springs Farmers’ Market, Tuesday
mornings. Bread.LovEureka.Com

400 SHEETS 7/16”x4’x9’ TALL
WALL. Cash – You haul. $16 ea. Ask for
Dan (479) 981-0474.

FLORA ROJA COMMUNITY
ACUPUNCTURE-providing
affordable healthcare for the whole
community. Sliding scale fee. $15$35 per treatment, with an additional
$15 paperwork fee the first visit only.
You decide what you can afford to
pay! Francesca Garcia Giri, L.Ac.
(479) 253-4968, 199 Wall Street
NEW CLASS – YOGA WITH
JACK Thursday classes now will
be taught by local massage therapist
Linda Martin. Build strength and
flexibility drawing upon Linda’s
years of experience. Jack continues
to teach the Monday class. NOW:
Mondays and Thursdays, 6 p.m., The
Space. $8
PROFESSIONAL
MENTAL
HEALTH at its best: Simplicity
Counseling, meeting needs of your
friends and neighbors in this community
in a relaxed, respectful atmosphere
since 2010. Depression, Anxiety,
Trauma, Grief, Eating, Adjustment
& Relationships – perhaps “It’s Your
Time.” (479) 244-5181
ZUMBA® FITNESS CLASSES!
Ditch the workout and join the party
every Thursday at the Middle School
at 6 p.m. Licensed Zumba® Fitness
instructor Dawn Anderson leads
this Latin inspired Dance Fitness
craze. Call (479) 366-3732 or email:
zumbacondawn@gmail.com for more
information.

FREE
FREE FIREWOOD – YOU HAUL
AWAY Inquire at Sisters Café, 55 Alamo
Street, Eureka Springs, AR (479) 2535418

ANTIQUES
WONDERLAND ANTIQUES buys/
sells antiques, primitives, unique vintage
items. Open 10-5. Closed Tuesday &
Wednesday. Hwy 62 east of Eureka 3
miles. (479) 253-6900

YARD SALES
INDOOR/OUTDOOR
MULTIFAMILY ESTATE/YARD SALE: FriSun, June 7-9, 9 a.m. Oakhill Grange, 1/2
mile north of Holiday Island Entrance.
Furniture, antiques, quilts, fine goods
and stuff too.

PETS
PETSITTING,
HOUSESITTING.
Holiday Island, Eureka Springs and
surrounding areas. 25+ years experience.
Reliable, references, insured. Call Lynn
(479) 363-6676 or Emily (918) 409-6393

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

B&D ¼ HP ROUTER (with bits) $60.
Sears Craftsman 12” bandsaw/sander
(includes miter gauge, 2 wood and 2
metal cutting blades, owner’s manual,
circle cutter, sanding belt, task light)
$175. 1 ½ T hydraulic bottle jack (needs
Get your ripe local strawberries at fluid) $15. FARM-TEST 85psi portable
EUREKA SPRINGS FARMERS’ air tank $20. Call (479) 253-2415
MARKET. Lots of spring produce evenings.
like spinach, napa cabbage, lettuce, DERKSEN PORTABLE BUILDINGS
kale, chard and much more. We’ve for sale or rent-to-own. Hwy 62 West,
got grass-fed beef, pork and chicken. across from WalMart, Berryville. No
Homemade bread, beautiful flowers, deposit or credit check. Free delivery.
local honey, crafts and much more. (870) 423-1414.
Every Tuesday and Thursday, 7 a.m. FOR SALE: 8 X 20 FT GOOSE NECK
to noon at Pine Mountain Village.
TRAILER. $1200. (479) 253-2615.
30 |
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HELP WANTED
FOREST HILL RESTAURANT in
Eureka Springs seeking QUALIFIED
and RESPONSIBLE BREAKFAST and
GRILL COOK to its existing kitchen
team. WAITSTAFF position available as
well. Apply in person and ask for Paul.
THE
EUREKA
SPRINGS
CEMETERY COMMISSION is
seeking to fill the position of Sexton for
its historic Cemetery, located in Eureka
Springs, Arkansas. This position requires
a person who enjoys doing sales, is
detail minded and likes to do research.
Extensive telephone work required, as
well as keeping detailed records. Also
requires a person who enjoys working
with the public and presents a wellgroomed appearance. Base pay plus
commission, and a cell phone provided
and paid by the Eureka Springs Cemetery
Commission. No telephone calls please.
Send your resume to The City of Eureka
Springs Cemetery Commission, PO
Box 261, Eureka Springs, AR 72632.
Prior sales experience a plus! Equal
Opportunity Employer.
EUREKA CHRISTIAN HEALTH
OUTREACH (ECHO) is seeking a part
time director of nursing. Current nursing
license with CPR required. 20 hrs/wk
and 2 evening a month. Basic knowledge
of sterile technique is an asset. Must be
self-motivated, organized and have a
working knowledge of Microsoft Word.
Good people skills, compassionate and
a willingness to be a team player are
imperative. Call (479) 253-5547 to set up
an interview.

RENTAL PROPERTIES
HOMES FOR RENT
BEAUTIFUL HOME ON AMAZING
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY. Private
trails along Butler Creek/White River.
Fishing/swimming,
near
Beaver,
Ark., close to Eureka Springs. Rent
reasonable/negotiable.
For
details/
photos call Randy (479) 253-1536 or
email susanmorrisonsignaturegallery@
earthlink.net
SPACIOUS
2BR
UPSTAIRS
APARTMENT. Great view, no smoking,
no pets. Huge living room with deck.
$550/mo. First-Last-$275 Deposit. (479)
981-0233
2BR/1.5BA TOWNHOUSE W/D hookups. Full equipped kitchen plus CH/A.
Clean and quiet with on-premise manager.
Pivot Rock Village Apts. (479) 253-4007
or (479) 244-5438
APARTMENT FOR RENT: One
2-Bedroom. Downtown Eureka Springs.
Call (479) 244-5100
HOLIDAY ISLAND VILLAS &
TOWNHOUSES near lake and marina.
Come enjoy the privilege that Holiday
Island offers. From $375/mo. (479) 2534385

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
RETAIL SPACE FOR RENT: 3,300
SqFt plus. Tall ceilings (15’), great for
gallery. 37 Spring Street, below Crazy
Bone. Retail only, no food/beverage.
Call Jim for more info or to schedule an
appointment. (479) 253-4314.

SEEKING RENTAL
OLDER EMPLOYED COUPLE
SEEKING 1 or 2BR to rent downtown
Eureka. (479) 981-0536

FULL TIME
FLEX
HOURS
SALESPERSON for fun job in greatest
store in town. Please apply in person at
Crazy Bone, 37 Spring Street

LAND FOR SALE

HOUSEKEEPER FOR B&B Start $10/
hr, part-time, 1-2 days/wk. Experience a
must, reliable transportation. See if you
fit with our upbeat team. (479) 253-8035

MILLION DOLLAR LAKE VIEW
PROPERTIES: 1.7 acre parcels for sale
by owner. Close to Starkey Marina. Owner
financing possible. (479) 253-4158

REAL ESTATE

INDEPENDENTClassifieds
REAL ESTATE

SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOMES FOR SALE

HEALTH SERVICES

4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, 2,595 square
foot brick home for sale with extra lot, at
reduced price of $184,500. 3 Martz Circle,
Eureka Springs. Located inside city
limits on 6-home cul-de-sac in quiet
wooded setting. Recently painted with
neutral colors throughout, new carpet,
vinyl and ceramic tile. Central heat &
air and vent-less gas fireplace. Home
warranty provided at closing. Open floor
plan with kitchen and laundry on each
level, built-in entertainment center,
sunroom, man-cave, large front porch,and
rear patio with wooded view. The home
with endless possibilities, great for big
family, extended family suite, guest
suite, or live upstairs and rent out aboveground basement level with rear patio
entrance. Please contact Jerl Swofford,
Montgomery Whiteley Realty at cell,
870-654-3098, MLS ID# 672990.

LEAP INTO SPRING WITH
a Laughing Hands Massage foot
treatment and one hour massage.
Great way to treat your tired feet.
Laughing Hands always a great
location for couples massage. Also,
great deals on Lomi Lomi massage.
Call (479) 244-5954 for appointment.

MAINTENANCE/
LANDSCAPE/
HOME SERVICES

MAINTENANCE/
LANDSCAPE/
HOME SERVICES

MOWING BY THE YARD Mow,
weed-eat, gardens. One time or all
season. Water and/or mow during your
vacation. (918) 809-7894

TOM HEARST PROFESSIONAL
PAINTING AND CARPENTRY
Painting & Wood Finishing, Trim &
Repair Carpentry, Drywall Repair &
Texturing, Pressure Washing (479)
244-7096 or (501) 250-6619

SERVICE DIRECTORY
CHILDCARE SERVICES
HOME DAY CARE Days and
evenings, seven days a week.
Reasonable rates. (479) 363-4128

HEALTH SERVICES
PAIN,
STIFFNESS,
FATIGUE:
Symptoms of Lymphatic Congestion
which leads to DIS-EASE. For affordable
lymphatic decongestion therapy call
Alexa Pittenger, MMT (479) 253-9208.
Eureka!! Massage Therapy, 147 W Van
Buren

List your treasures here.
20 words for $8
classifieds@
esindependent.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY
MAINTENANCE/
LANDSCAPE/
HOME SERVICES
FANNING’S TREE SERVICE
Bucket truck with 65 ft. reach.
Professional
trimming,
stump
grinding, topping, removal, chipper.
Free estimates. Licensed. Insured.
(870) 423-6780, (870) 423-8305
CLEAN-UPS All types of cleanups. We will haul off and dispose
of anything. Including tear-downs,
furniture restoration and painting. (870)
423-5674
CHIMNEY WORKS
Complete
chimney services: sweeps, repairs,
relining and installation. Call Bob
Messer (479) 253-2284

INDEPENDENTDirectory

WE
HAUL
Limbs, trash
Will pick up furniture from store
Also will pack if you are moving
(918) 809-7894
TREE WORKS
Skilled tree
care:
trimming,
deadwooding
and
removals.
Conscientious,
professional arborist and sawmiller.
Bob Messer (479) 253-2284
MAIL continued from page 12
SWEPCO issue to the top, so I wrote
a letter to President Obama including
a copy of the May 16 issue of the ES
Independent.
Dear Mr. President,
We are facing a behemoth electric
cooperation named SWEPCO which
plans to cut a 48-mile long swath
through pristine Ozark countryside to
erect 150 ft. towers for electricity we
don’t need. It will be outdated before it
is finished. It is the Keystone pipeline
of electrical power. The power line will
go through Carroll County, Arkansas, to
bring power to Missouri.
SWEPCO gave us six routes
they say they are interested in using.
CROSSWORDSolution

HOUSEHOLD
HELPERS
–
BASIC YARDWORK, MOWING,
TRIMMING, RAKING. Reasonable
rates, no job too small. Call Johnny
or Savannah at (479) 244-0165 cell or
(479) 253-2563 home (leave message)
To place a classified, email
classifieds@esindependent.com

However, we are aware that the choices
will set neighbor against neighbor.
While landowners are fighting,
SWEPCO will divide and conquer.
SWEPCO gave landowners only 30
days to respond, but our county officials
knew about this senseless plan last fall.
We found out about it in April.
The preferred route would take the
power line through Eureka Springs. It
would destroy our economy because
our city depends on tourism. We are
an art Mecca for Arkansas. Our whole
downtown area is on the National
Historical Register. This area is so
beautiful, people come here just to get
a breath of fresh air.
If you feel we are being run over
roughshod, I hope you will refer this
problem to the Department of the
Interior.
Enid B. Swartz

www.esINDEPENDENT.com | May 30, 2013 |

ES Independent | 31

32 |

ES Independent | May 30, 2013 | www.esINDEPENDENT.com

