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What a doe looks like when she’s illegally hunted down – The in-

town deer hunt brought some peoples’ worst nightmare to front and center
when this yearling was shot with an arrow in Harmon Park Wednesday evening.
Animal control officer Jim Evans (shown) said if the doe had been discovered
earlier her meat could have been used. Bow hunting in Eureka Springs is illegal
in city parks.

		

Photos submitted

This Week’s

INDEPENDENT Thinkers

Andrew
and
Madeleine
Schwerin operate Sycamore
Bend Farm on Rockhouse Road
in Eureka Springs. They are
local heroes in the sustainable
agriculture movement and reliable
vendors at our area farmers’
markets with tomatoes, greens and
root vegetables. They are prime
teachers of what it means to pursue
quality of life rather than a mere
standard of living.
“Here’s my thing about
politics. I don’t want to be rich.
So I don’t see that it’s important
to support a political agenda that
is about making everybody richer.
In fact, I would like a system that
encourages Americans to be poor,
so that my playing field would be
more level.” – Andrew Schwerin

Passion Play resurrected
N icky B oyette
The Great Passion Play (GPP) is
not as dead as previously announced.
Randall Christy, president of the
Oklahoma-based
Gospel
Station
Network, staged a miraculous
fundraising effort in less than a week
to prevent foreclosure on the play and
the property.
Christy, pastor of Union Valley
Baptist church in Ada, Okla., for 26
years, spoke to a packed house Thursday evening, Dec. 27, on the grounds of
the Great Passion Play. He announced

he intended to raise the $75,000 necessary to pay Cornerstone Bank unpaid
interest on the note even though he had
less than week to do it. “I don’t believe
God wants the Passion Play to close,”
he told the crowd who responded with
a chorus of “Amens.”
“I can’t do this but God can through
all of us together,” Christy said. He
said he intended to use his radio
network to plea for support as well as
make contact with fundraising sources.
While he was fielding questions from
the audience, one person in the front

row wrote out a check for $1000.
Christy told those in attendance
all checks and credit card donations
would be held in abeyance until the
entire $75,000 was raised, and if he did
not reach the goal all donations would
be returned.
By Sunday evening, Christy
announced in an email he raised
$27,500 in pledges toward the goal,
and an anonymous donor had pledged
to match all subsequent donations up
to a total of $24,000, which meant he
GREAT PASSION PLAY continued on page 12

Whatever you did last year, do it better.

INDEPENDENTNews
Woman shot and killed west of Eureka Springs

Shortly after noon on Monday,
New Year’s Eve, Carroll County
Sheriff’s officers were called to
Ridge Park on US 62 West, near
Hwy. 187, in reference to an
unresponsive female. Laura Aceves,
21, was found in Apt. 4 lying in a
pool of blood and transported to

Mercy Hospital in Rogers.
According to Carroll County
Sheriff Bob Grudek, the Rogers Police
Dept. called CCSO to say Aceves
had died from what appeared to be
a gunshot wound to the head. RPD
said it was likely that a small caliber
weapon, such as a .22, was used.
A .22 caliber round was located in
the victim’s apartment.
Information gathered at the
crime scene indicated Victor Hugo
Acuna-Sanchez, 18, as a possible
suspect. Acuna-Sanchez was arrested
at his residence, 5820 US 62 West,
Berryville, on a warrant for violation
of a no-contact order and criminal
mischief. Officers found AcunaSanchez hiding in the shower of his
home and a .22 caliber handgun was
on the floor of the shower.
Grudek said Acuna-Sanchez had
been arrested by CCSO in October on

numerous charges including battery.
He was believed to be employed at
Tyson’s.
Grudek said Aceves’s body was
taken to the Arkansas State Police
Medical Examiner in Little Rock
for autopsy, which he said should be

completed in a matter of days. Once
that report and ballistics’ test results
are returned he will determine if there
is sufficient evidence to pursue murder
charges against Acuna-Sanchez.
Grudek said as far as he knew,
Acuna-Sanchez is a U.S. citizen.

Grace Lutheran gives to Grandma’s House – 2012’s Annual Chili Supper hosted by
Grace Lutheran Church, Holiday Island, was widely supported by the local community
and surrounding areas. A significant amount, some $2,280, was raised, for the Merlin
Foundation’s “Grandma’s House,” an organization designed to help victims of child
abuse and their families. Pastor Kenneth Haydon is shown presenting the check to
Dr. Merlin Leach (president of the foundation board), as Bob and Gerri Jennings along
with Bruce and Jane Bleser (the Chili Supper committee) look on.
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Fire destroys Berryville thrift store

Photo

Nicky Boyette
On Friday, Dec. 29, the staff and
volunteers closed up the Good Shepherd
Humane Society (GSHS) Thrift Store
in Berryville just after 4 p.m. Within 30
minutes, according to GSHS general
manager Tracellen Kelly, they got word
the building they had just locked up for
the night was in flames.
Berryville Fire Chief Doug
Johnson said the station got the call
at 4:30 p.m. Six minutes later the first
unit arrived to find the fire raging.
Three other Berryville units responded,
followed by one pumper truck and six
firemen from Green Forest. A total of
five units and 22 firemen battled the
blaze for five hours.
Residences next door and a nearby
gas station were saved from the flames
and not damaged.
No fireman took a break until around
9:30 p.m., according to Johnson, when
the fire was under control. Johnson said
the blaze appeared to have started in the
second floor of the 75-year old building
because flames blazed through the roof
quickly. He speculated the fire was
caused by an electrical problem, but said
they will never know because damage
was so extensive there is not enough left
to investigate.
Johnson said some of the wiring
had been updated awhile back, but mice
could have chewed wires bare or some
of the oldest wiring could have sparked.
The blaze spread through the old wood

by

Doug Brashears

building very quickly.
Fire crews manned two-hour shifts
through the night to make sure it did not
re-ignite.
Kelly said the Berryville store
brought in one-third of the income of
GSHS. She expects it will take her
three months to get another store up
and running, so the loss in income will
be as much as $12,000-15,000. All
inventory in the building was lost, which
amounted to another $40,000-50,000.
The upper areas of the spacious building
also served as storage for other GSHS
property, which she said was worth
$50,000-80,000. It was also lost to the
flames.
“Nobody got hurt and we’ll be all
right,” Kelly said, but volunteers, some
of whom had put in two or three days a
week for years, were crying. “They don’t
have their favorite place to volunteer
anymore,” she said.
Immediate plans call for a pancake
breakfast fundraiser Saturday, Jan. 19
at the Community Building next to the
Historic Museum near the square in
Berryville. Kelly is already envisioning
other fundraisers to make up the
difference.
“We’ll find another building
in Berryville,” she said, but in the
meantime, anyone who wants to offer
support can go to goodshepherd-hs.
org and click on the DONATE link.
She said a person with a PayPal
account can also donate by going to

Photo

goodshepherdhumanesociety@yahoo.
com, or drop by the Eureka Springs
store at 124 W. Van Buren.
Brashears Furniture at 500 W.
Trimble in Berryville will also accept
monetary donations. The building
that burned was the “Big Barn” which

by

Dan Krotz

housed Brashears Hardwood Company
starting in the mid-1930s, and later their
furniture business until 2002. Susan
Brashears said the family still used
parts of the building for storing family
memorabilia and personal items, all of
which were lost in the blaze.
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A little help
from our friends:

(Please email your ongoing community
service announcements to newsdesk@
eurekaspringsindependent.com)
• Food pantry, furniture bank and
used book store – Wildflower Chapel
Food Pantry is open from 10:30 – Noon
on Fridays. The Thrift Store and Used
Furniture Bank is open Monday –
Friday from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Call
(479) 363-6408 for more information.
For service times and other chapel
information, phone 253-5108.
• Free Clothes Closet in Penn Memorial
First Baptist Church on Spring Street is
open from 1 – 4 p.m. on Wednesdays.
Call (479) 253-9770 to arrange to
bring donations of clean new or used
clothing, personal care items, linens,
small appliances or dishes in good
condition. These will be available to the
community free of charge.
• Coffee Break Al-Anon Family Group
Women meets Tuesdays at 9:45 a.m. at
Faith Christian Family Church, Hwy.
23S. For more info, phone (479) 3639495.
• St. James’ Episcopal Church offers
free Sunday community suppers until
the end of March from 5 – 6:30 p.m. at
the church, 28 Prospect Ave. (479) 2538610.
Meetings at Coffee Pot Club
behind Land O’ Nod, U.S. 62
and Hwy. 23S
• Alateen group – Sundays from 10:15
– 11:15 a.m. For more information,
email alateen1st@gmx.com or phone
(479) 981-9977.
• Overeaters Anonymous – Thursdays
at 10:30 a.m. For more information, call
Barbara at (479) 244-0070.
• Narcotics Anonymous – Fridays at
5:50 p.m. Phone (417) 271-1084 or
(479) 244-6863 for more info.
• Al-Anon Family Group (AFG) –
Sundays at 11:30 a.m., Mondays and
Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
• Eureka Springs Coffee Pot AA Group
Monday – Saturday 12:30 p.m., Sunday
at 10 a.m.
Sunday – Thursday, and Saturday, at
5:30 p.m.
Tuesday and Friday at 8 p.m. (479) 2537956
or www.nwarkaa.org (click Eureka
Springs AA)
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LaPage receives national award

Dr. Will LaPage of Eureka Springs is the recipient of
the National Association for Interpretation (NAI) Fellow
Award for 2010. The award was presented at NAI’s
national workshop on Nov. 15 in Hampton, Va. The
workshop provided participants with professional skills
and ideas and networking opportunities with others in the
fields of environmental, cultural, historical and recreational
resources interpretation.
The NAI Fellow Award is NAI’s highest honor
and is presented to a member exemplifying career
achievement in guiding the interpretive profession by
instruction, mentoring, research, writing, front-line
interpretation and management; and who provides
strong support for NAI.
LaPage has a served as a leader and manager, a teacher,
consultant and author, and has risen to the highest levels of
interpretive leadership and management. He continues to
serve as a consultant around the world and is recognized
as a leader in the use of interpretation to create support

for public lands. This work has included park management
consultant work in Eastern Europe, Central America, and
the Caribbean with the U.S. State Department and the U.S.
Agency for International Development.
He is a long time contributor to The Journal of
Interpretive Research and has written Partnerships for
Parks: To Form a More Perfect Union, and Rethinking
Park Protection: Treading the Uncommon Ground of
Environmental Beliefs. Will has just published his first
work of fiction, The Cliff Dwellers, which highlights the
impact that one person can have on another through a
simple contact.
The National Association for Interpretation is a
professional organization for park historians and naturalists,
heritage interpreters, zoo and museum educators, park
managers and others affiliated with interpreting the natural,
historical and cultural environment to the public. For
more information contact (888) 900-8283 or visit www.
interpnet.com.
The ties that bind – The community is invited to
attend the first of three performances of Ibsen’s “A
Doll’s House” free of charge in the new Eureka Springs
High School theater on Jan 11. The play chronicles the
dawning awareness of Nora (Mara Adams, left) that
there may be more to life than being the perfect “doll”
for her husband. Nora dreams of cutting ties to the
men who have a hold on her life, played by, from left,
John Murphy, Keegan Wilbur and Schuyler Worley. Will
she do it? Come find out. To reserve a free seat for Jan.
11, please call the school in advance. Donations will be
accepted to help defray production costs. Tickets for the
Jan. 12 and 13 performances are $7 for adult and $4 for
students and seniors 60 and over. Showtimes are 7 p.m.
Jan. 11 and 12, and 2 p.m. on Jan. 13.

Happy New Year – Frances and Roger Sinsel dance
away the old year in the Ballroom atop the Basin Park
Hotel on Dec. 31.

Photo by David Frank Dempsey
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HDC approves one application
Nicky Boyette
The Hstoric District Commission
had only one application to consider
at its first meeting of the new year. The
applicant for 298 N. Main wanted to
add an exterior stairway and replace
vinyl storm windows with wooden
windows. Commissioners quickly
decided they needed a site visit
before discussing the stairway, but
they liked the wooden windows. With
little ado, they split the application,

approved the windows and tabled the
stairway.
These Consent Agenda items were
unanimously approved:
• 69 S. Main – new sign
• 69 S. Main – new paint colors
• 1C Center St – new sign
Consent Agenda items are Level I
applications that the City Preservation
Officer Glenna Booth believes to be in
accordance with the design guidelines.
Chair Dee Bright presented these

Administrative Approvals:
• 95 S. Main – pave parking lot
• 18 Hillside – repair fence
Administrative Approvals are applications for repair or work involving no
changes in materials or color or applications for changes in roofing color.
The commission agreed to elect
its officers for the year when all
commissioners are present.
Next meeting will be Wednesday,
Jan. 16, at 6 p.m.
Former school superintendent Wayne
Carr (with scissors) and current
superintendent Curtis Turner (right)
do the honors on Jan. 2 as school
opens for the first day as principal
Kathy Lavender (also with scissors)
and school dignitaries look on.

Photos by David Frank Dempsey

Superintendent Curtis Turner crowns computer/business teacher
Sherry Sullivan with the bow from the ribbon-cutting ceremony
at the new Eureka Springs High School Jan. 2.

First day at new school – Students make their way to the

auditorium for an orientation assembly on the first day at the new
Eureka Springs High School. Principal Kathryn Lavender called
the assembly to explain parking, lockers and hallway rules for
students.
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Electric shift

Editor,
I went to the jazz funeral, great
job Weepers! I caught just a few of
the thousands of meditations around
the world celebrating the unity, the
oneness, the Love.
A profound shift has occurred.
Hell, even the power companies
have moved, at least some of them.
As you may know SWEPCO has
decided it’s cheaper to support
energy efficiency than it is to
build new power plants. Certified
local energy specialists offer free
assessments to SWEPCO customers
and highly profitable retrofits
funded mostly through rebates with
ROIs near 50 percent. With numbers
like that, why not be the New
Story? You can Google SWEPCO
Gridsmart or go to ESClimate.org
Take Action, or call Bill at (479)
981-9905. Take a Breath. Feel the
Shift. Be the New Story.
Jerry Landrum

Assault weapon a
‘buzzword’

Editor,
I feel for the families mentioned
in Enid B. Swartz’s comments in
“Assault assault weapons.” The letter
was good and kindhearted until the
last paragraph when Enid let emotions
ignore facts: “This unnecessary
trauma has happened, again, because
we don’t have laws controlling the
sale of assault weapons. Please call
your senators and representatives and
state your opinions.”
That part should have been left
off by Enid because [she] doesn’t
have a clue what [she] is talking
about. So called “assault weapons”
have been banned since the National
Firearms Act of 1934: “A shotgun or
rifle having a barrel of less than 18 in.
in length or any other weapon, other
than a pistol or revolver, from which
a shot is discharged by an explosive
if such weapon is capable of being

concealed on the person, or a machine
gun (which is a fully automatic
mounted or portable firearm, usually
designed to fire bullets in quick
succession from an ammunition belt
or magazine, typically at a rate of
several hundred rounds per minute),
and includes a muffler or silencer
for any firearm whether or not such
a firearm is included in the foregoing
definition.”
The very term “assault weapon” is
so vague and only used as a buzzword
by those who know nothing about
firearms and the media who want to
instill fear in the flock of sheep who
follow them.
If you want our school children
safe, hire unemployed veterans for
security. They are already trained and
they need the work. Let the school
staff get concealed carry permits. It
only takes one permit holder to stop
a mass shooting. Put a police officer
in school. Berryville already has one.
MAIL continued on page 19

WEEK’STopTweets
@Zen_Moments --- The heart
has its reasons that the mind
knows nothing of. ~ Blaise
Pascal
@incognito1922 --Um,
President Barack Obama regular folks who don’t do their
jobs get fired not a raise. Congress should be held to the
same standard.

@michelleisawolf --- Someone should tell scientists they
don’t need to keep finding reasons for us to drink a glass
of wine at night.
@danenow --- Just saw shirt: “In case of fire exit building
before tweeting about it.”
@tthudium --- Respect your parents. They had to do
homework without Google!

@benn_dover --- Wishing your New Years resolutions
last longer than your hangover!
@piersmorgan --- “Fiddling while Rome burns”
-#fiscalcliff
@BoogieKaZamm --- 2013… what do you have in store
for me?
@MikeDrucker --- If you’re an accountant named
Clifford and you haven’t named your business “Fiscal
Cliff,” there’s nothing I can do for you.
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@ASAP_
anniie
--- I hope
this photo
makes
everyone
feel
better.

GUESTATORIAL
Cue Music: “Fear the Reaper,”
Blue Oyster Cult

I

can’t sleep tonight thinking about my time yesterday at the North Kansas
City hospice where I watched my brother-in-law fight his body and mind.
He was admitted to the NKC hospital only a week ago with a bad sinus
infection. Nothing seemed to be working med-wise. A CT scan revealed the
truth: a massive, hideous lump on his lungs. Full blown, aggressive cancer.
His pain was scarcely contained with morphine, Percocet, Lortabs and other
narcotics – all at the same time. In a very short week, he went from a normal
hospital room to admission into hospice. He won’t ever go home again. At
age 60, he succumbed to that pack-a-day habit for probably over 40 years.
The cancer, so aggressive, intercepted his spinal column and sent the venom
fluid into his brain. He no longer knows anything. Completely delusional,
he is clawing at his sheets and has no idea of who is around him and why he
is in this place.
I won’t tell you to quit. I’m an ex-smoker. I quit the hard way, I just
stopped 25 years ago. But here’s the issue: this sucks as a holiday event.
My sister, his wife, is an absolute pile of raw emotion. Scared and suddenly
realizing that she will be alone is taking yet another toll because of his need
to “have a smoke.” She blames herself because “she should have known
something was wrong.” Her guilt is like the proverbial albatross around the
neck.
This marks my third hospice event in two years when a very close
member of my family never comes home. I know more about palliative
care than I want. But this one pisses me off because it could have been
avoided. The Marlboro man is one tough cookie until the cancer renders him
incapable of being able to stand up and take a leak.
In all my years as a writer, I’ve tried to convince people not to do meth,
cocaine, drink & drive, etc. I never could effectively write about tobacco.
Nothing seemed to stick for a hard-core, gut wrenching reason to convince
someone to just stop. The most addictive drug known is methamphetamine.
The second most addictive, nicotine. Meth is illegal. Nicotine can be
purchased anywhere in a convenient package, carton or case. Buy as much
as you want. The government subsidizes the growers. It’s big business.
They stuck a nicotine patch on his arm yesterday.
The interesting thing about the Grim Reaper is that he’s a patient
fellow. He just smiles and waits. But when the moment is right, he takes
over everything. The problem is he inflicts as much pain as possible on
those around the victim. The wives, brothers, sisters, mothers and fathers.
He hurts them with as much savagery as he can wage. He enjoys their tears,
their uncontrollable weeping and fear. He revels in their despair and makes
them as miserable as possible. The term “collateral damage” never made so
much sense.
Smoking is all about pleasure, right? All about the need to calm the
nerves. The need for just one more. “I’ll quit after this pack. God, I need a
cigarette. Sure.”
My brother-in-law died on Christmas Day. He was admitted to hospice
on Friday, December 21. Died at 10 a.m. on Christmas Day. My sister was
born on Christmas Day and he died while she was holding his hand. It’s an
image I can’t get out of my mind.
Mike Maloney

ThePursuitOfHAPPINESS

I

by Dan Krotz

thought we’d have more time to think about the slaughter at Sandy Hook
Elementary School before the arguing began about what to do about it. I
imagined we’d have the common decency to let families bury their dead
before the chatter began. No such luck – or decency.
The arguments, at least so far, have been utilitarian, or focused on rights.
The utilitarian argument goes “nothing can be done, so don’t do anything
– or, up the ante and arm everyone” vs. “something must be done – let’s
ban assault weapons.” The rights’ argument, summarily, is “gun ownership
is a God-given right guaranteed by the United States Constitution – so screw
you” vs. “oh dear, oh my, oh gosh – but yes, we love hunters!” I don’t think I
have over-simplified the arguments, just boiled them down to the banal bone.
What is missing from the two arguments is any moral content. Instead,
there’s a lot of statistics’ swapping by both sides which, if you drill down
far enough, sort of concludes that we’re (a) the most murderous people on
the face of the earth outside of a few Somali Warlords, and (b) 32 percent
of Americans own, roughly, 300,000,000 guns and the unarmed and foolish
68 percent are, I guess, “targets.” In any case, the 32 percent – shall we call
them a well regulated militia? – incidentally, and by all means categorically,
is utterly uninterested in a conversation about “What would Jesus, Kant or
Hume do?”
Also categorically, and may I say not at all ironically, we as a people
agree to some Constitutional limits, specifically to the 1st Amendment right
to own and distribute pornography. Some of the people don’t want anyone to
see or own dirty pictures, some of the people want everyone who wants to
see and own dirty pictures to see and own them, and all the sane and decent
people call the people who see and own child pornography sick bastards who
belong in jail – which is where they go. Is it possible that the Constitutional
Scholars at the NRA might at least have the decency to imagine some similar
limits to the 2nd Amendment, or to propose a public safety strategy saner than
Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD)?
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INDEPENDENTConstablesOnPatrol
December 24
5:08 a.m. – Resident in the northwest part of
town complained about a dog barking nearby. The
constable who responded could not get anyone
to answer the door at that address. Later Animal
Control also tried to talk to someone there with no
luck.
1:06 p.m. – Constable responded to report of
vandalism and theft at a church.
5:46 p.m. – Resident had locked herself out of her
house, and a constable assisted her in getting back
in.
6:46 p.m. – Resident asked a constable to look at
his vehicle because he thought it might have been
keyed. Constable determined it had not been keyed.
December 26
11:36 a.m. – A vehicle reportedly speeding and
passing dangerously on U.S. 62 behaved nicely
once a constable was in position to observe it, so he
had no reason to stop the driver.
12:51 p.m. – Clerk at a motel saw a guest punch
his male child twice as they were leaving. She
confronted him, but they left before she could call
ESPD. A constable gathered information.
5:11 p.m. – There was a suspicious vehicle in the
parking lot of the new high school. Driver left the
scene before a constable could respond.
December 27
4:22 a.m. – Constable responded to a report of a
free-range dog roaming a neighborhood again.
Constable captured it and brought it to the pound.
8:54 a.m. – Constable on duty provided a courtordered civil standby at a residence. Orders were
satisfied without incident.
2:58 p.m. – Person eating in a restaurant realized a
male against whom she has a No Contact order was
also in the restaurant. He began texting and calling
her, and she reported violation of the order.
4:40 p.m. – A patient wanted to drive home from
ESH, but he was under the influence of medication.
A constable escorted him home.
9:10 p.m. – A concerned observer noticed the door
of a business was open. A constable checked the
scene and found no one inside the building.
December 28
5:15 p.m. – ESPD got the call about a fire in a care
facility. While responding, constable got another
call from the alarm company saying there was no
emergency. ESFD responded and reset the alarms.
7:52 p.m. – Constable noticed four vehicles at a
motel and learned the motel was indeed open.
December 29
2:50 a.m. – Individual arrived at ESH with a broken
nose and lacerations on his face. He said he had been
assaulted. Constable responded and then spoke with
other people involved.
8 |

6:49 a.m. – Clerk reporting for duty at a motel
noticed what looked like blood drops near the front
door. Constable arrived to investigate.
8:10 a.m. – Constable went to check on mailboxes
that had been knocked down on a street.
3:17 p.m. – Holdup alarm sounded, but the key
holder reported everything was okay. Constable
walked through and everything was indeed okay.
3:31 p.m. – Citizen reported he just stopped an
intoxicated person from driving and he suspects the
person will try again. Constables got a description
of the vehicle.
3:41 p.m. – Same citizen again stopped the
intoxicated roommate from attempting to drive and
this time took the keys away. He asked for constable
assistance because he feared an altercation.
11:32 p.m. – Clerk at a gas station/convenience store
reported an individual had been sitting in his vehicle
in the parking lot for about an hour. The individual
told a constable he was waiting for someone.
11:59 p.m. – A couple had a domestic dispute at a
restaurant downtown, and the female left and called
ESPD. Constable spoke with both parties and they
agreed to stay in separate places for the night.
December 30
3:38 a.m. – Guest at a tourist lodging reported
a friend wanted to drive home but he was very
intoxicated. The guest and others were keeping the
car keys away from the intoxicated person, and he
was yelling and being confrontational. Constable
arrived to find all of them were intoxicated, but he
calmed things down.

7:59 a.m. – Eyewitness saw two individuals crawling
underneath a building. They told the constable they
were looking for a cell phone, and the last known
coordinates were under the building.
10:36 a.m. – Constable responded to a request for a
welfare check at an address, and he called EMS to
transport an individual who fallen to ESH.
11:35 a.m. – Person called from an establishment
reporting someone had stolen money from her.
Constable talked to several people there and the
money was returned without further incident.
9:18 p.m. – Individual told a constable her husband
had assaulted her earlier at a residence outside of
the city limits. Constable called the sheriff.
10:59 p.m. – A father and son, both intoxicated,
engaged in a fight in a motel room in front of two
toddlers.
11:07 p.m. – Resident at a care facility fell and
possibly broke her hip. EMS responded and
transported her to the hospital.
December 31
3:54 a.m. – There was a one-car accident on U.S.
62 west of town. The driver reportedly had only
a bump on his nose, but he was not at the scene
when a constable arrived. The truck was blocking
the roadway, so it was towed away. Report is
incomplete pending a discussion with the driver.
6:35 a.m. – ESH reported an individual came in
with lacerations on his face. He said he had been
robbed and beaten up. Constable called the sheriff
because the incident had happened outside city
limits.

Here to serve – Four of the six recently-elected Eureka Springs aldermen take the oath of office in a ceremony
led by Mayor Morris Pate at the Courthouse in Eureka Springs Wednesday, Jan. 2. From left are Mickey Schneider,
Pate, Dee Purkeypile, James DeVito and David Mitchell. Also elected to the city council but not present for the
swearing-in were Joyce Zeller and Terry McCLung.
		
Photo by David Frank Dempsey
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eWinter

by Steven Foster

t’s time to put that new
e-book reader or i-device that
you got for Christmas to use
for some good winter reading.
Just curl up in front of your
new wi-fi enabled flat-screen
TV and stream your favorite
virtual fireplace app from your
laptop, desktop computer (how
old school) or from your i-this
or e-that. Turn the sound up so
that you can hear the virtual fire
crackling and you will feel all
cozy and modern.
If Santa did not give you
gift cards to buy content for
your virtual book reader, no
problem, because you can go
to the library while staying at
home – the Carroll and Madison
Library System – and download
e-books via the Library2Go
system. Or you can find literally
Ten-month old virtual step-grandson, Samuel Liam Rose, intuitively discovers scrolling photos on an iPhone. He can’t read thousands of free out-of-print
yet, but if he can figure out how to use the device, so can you. books at various websites
Photo by Carmen Rose such as www.archive.org, the

Biodiversity Heritage Library
(www.biodiversitylibrary.org),
or the Gutenberg Project (www.
gutenberg.org). Pick a subject
or author and search. Simple as
that.
Being interested in nature,
I’m going to kick back and read
some classics this winter on
my iPad. One book on my list
is the 1811 English translation
by James Edward Smith of
Linnaeus’s Lachesis Lapponica –
Or a Tour in Lapland. The Swede,
Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778), is
best known for conceiving the
modern concepts of taxonomy
and initiating environmental
sciences. He is described as “a
poet who happened to become a
naturalist.”
For a winter read, I have a
virtual copy of Thomas Nuttall’s
A Journal of Travels into the
Arkansas Territory during the
year 1819. The University of

Got it! – Todd Allen watches as Ivy jumps to catch her new Christmas toy at the ball field at Lake Leatherwood
Dec. 29. Allen and his wife, Debbie, spend their winters in Eureka Springs, which they consider warm compared
to their home in South Dakota.
Photo by David Frank Dempsey

Arkansas
P r e s s
has
also
published
a
reprint
available from libraries and
bookstores. It is certainly one of
the more important early 19th
century accounts of Arkansas
natural history.
I have more than 150 books
on my little electronic device
that I steal time to read while
waiting at the dentist’s office
or for my wife to put on makeup. It stimulates me to read
more books, including physical
books, not fewer books. When
the iPad first came out three
years ago, it was viewed by
some as a worthless electronic
toy. I look at it as a portal to the
world’s libraries and bookstores,
expanding my access to learning
anything I wish to learn about
natural history.

Snow at Sweet Spring – A light dusting of snow
adorns the birdbath at Sweet Spring Dec. 28.
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I

met my partner Billy at a mutual
friend’s birthday party in Key West
20 years ago. For me, it was love
at first sight – a handsome, politically
minded, intelligent, agnostic vegetarian.
Eight years ago, on December 27,
we were legally married in my native
homeland, Canada.
What we both thought would be
a purely political gesture and easy
immigration status for Bill if we ever
decided to make the move across the
border turned out to be something much
deeper.
The battle for marriage equality in
this country has been long and arduous
and will likely be decided soon by the
Supreme Court. There are now nine
states that have legalized marriage for
same-sex couples, but thanks to the 1996
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA),
which Clinton stupidly signed into law,
even in those states married gay couples
are denied the 1,100 benefits and
rights federally granted to opposite-sex
married couples.
The argument that same-sex
marriage will destroy the very institution
is absurd and recent polls suggest that a
majority of Americans agree.
Can we really take these so called

AUDacious

H

defenders of the “sanctity of marriage”
seriously? These are mostly white,
homophobic, misogynistic, heterosexual
men in power – a celibate pope, the
politician on his third trophy wife, or the
“man of God” caught yet again with his
pants down.
Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia, one of nine who will determine

by Ray Dilfield

appy New Year,
y’all.
Hope
you’ve all had
a great holiday season
and are looking forward
to the new year as
much as we are. We’re
just getting started and
already have a pretty good load on
our plates. Lots of new offerings
and quite a few old favorites will
all be in store. We’ll be filling you
in more over the coming months so
keep in touch either here or on the
Eureka Springs or Aud websites or
Facebook pages.
I mentioned last week about our
dark time maintenance projects and
To-Do list. Like all lists it keeps on
growing. One of the biggies I forgot
10 |

Marriage Equality

by John Rankine

the fate of thousands of same-sex
couples wishing legal marriage rights,
has already publicly weighed in with his
recent vitriol equating homosexuality to
bestiality and murder.
I guess we know which way he’ll be
voting.
President Obama has “evolved”
on this issue and announced last May

his
support
for same-sex
marriage.
In
November,
in a rare act
of
unison,
our own city
council passed a resolution endorsing
marriage equality for all. The resolution
has no legal binding due to our state’s
constitutional amendment passed in
2004 banning same-sex unions, but the
symbolic significance rang out loud and
clear.
And I am equally proud of my
association with the Eureka Springs
Independent, the only newspaper
in Arkansas to endorse marriage
equality.
Writing this, it’s hard not to get
pissed off with the idea that nine
strangers will decide whether we, as a
long term, committed, taxpaying, law
abiding couple can file a joint tax return,
be assured hospital visitation rights, or
be worry-free that our life built together
does not end up in the hands of some
court.
Really, shouldn’t we be given the
equal opportunity to botch a marriage
just like everyone else?

OK, everybody, once more from the top
Aaand 5, 6, 7, 8...

to include was rigging a different
projection screen to take better
advantage of our new video projector.
The new unit has a much brighter lamp
than our old one, as well as a wider
angle lens. Together, that allows us
to project a much larger and brighter
image than our current screen permits
while still maintaining theater-quality
clarity and definition.
Also, the current screen is
simply a piece of unbleached muslin
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stretched onto a pipe
frame so it’s a less-thanideal choice for rear
projection. Fortunately,
we already have a much
larger
rear-projection
mat in inventory in the
basement. All it needs is
a good cleaning (a couple gallons
of Windex cut 1:1 with distilled
water, some soft microfiber rags,
and about six hours oughta do it)
and a modification of the existing
pipe frame and we should be good
to go. We even have some spare soft
goods to help dress it all out and
make us look like a real theater. Just
in time too, since Mike Maloney
has been floating the possibility of
reinstituting either a film festival or

a series of film
presentations.
Seems we even
have a couple
of
talented
independent
filmmakers in town who might
benefit from a local venue. We
also have a convention or two and
a couple of training seminars on
the books that will need projection
facilities as well.
So, we’ve got plenty to do to keep
us busy while the commission hashes
out the 2013 budget and determines
what directions we’re going to take
in the coming year with our events
and festivals.
Whatever they decide, the Aud
will be ready.

FAME CAME LATE©

– Chapter 7, cont.

“Eureka, I Have Found It – 1878”

Fame Came Late © is an unpublished historical manuscript written by Lida Wilson Pyles (1906-2000). It is the story as she was told about Eureka Springs
bear hunter, John Gaskins. Pyles married into the Gaskins family in 1924.

“

Why, it’s Mr. Gaskins,” the
woman announced as she
saw him approaching. “Do
come in an’ tell us what you’ve
been doin’ since we saw you last
week. Did you find a bear at the
spring?”
“Yes, ma’am. I found four
an’ killed them all. I trailed them
across the ridge before me an’
Ol’ Bull got ‘em right where
we wanted ‘em. I went down
to where there was some men
a-workin’ an’ got some help to
butcher and skin ‘em. The
meat I’ve already sold,
except this here, which I
saved for you.”
He handed her the
huge package and added,
“I thought your boarders
might like it. Bear meat
is right tasty if you know
how to cook it. My Susan
shore does.”
“What did you do
with the bear skins, Mr.
Gaskins?”
“Well, it just happened that some
folks down in the holler wanted to buy
‘em to make some rugs out of. I let
‘em have ‘em. Most of th’ time I cure
th’ hides and sell ‘em at Pierce City or
Huntsville. That’s the closest place there
is to sell anything.”
Mrs. Hickman busied herself
putting up the fresh meat and talking to
the man who had befriended her.
“You’ll never know what a relief it
is to know that them bears are gone and
can’t skeer my girls any more. I want to
pay you somethin’ fer it, Mr. Gaskins. I
reckon I can’t pay you what it’s really
worth, but I can pay you something.”
Gaskins shook his head and said,
“No, ma’am. I reckon you don’t owe
me nuthin’. You’re th’ one what told me
where th’ bears was hidin’. Maybe I owe
you. I sold a mighty lot of bear meat an’
four skins to boot,” then added, “no, you
don’t owe me nuthin’.”
“I don’t want to be beholden to
anybody, Mr. Gaskins. I asked you to
get rid of them bears and it’s right that I

pay you for doin’ what I
asked you to do.”
She took a cracked
bowl from beneath
the crude shelf and
removed two half
dollars and handed
them to him.
“That’s too much,
Mrs. Hickman. It ain’t worth a whole
dollar jest to kill a few bears.” Then
realizing that she would feel badly if he
refused it, he accepted the money and
went on his way.
Susan had supper ready when he
got back to the house. He paused to
admire it as he approached, feeling a
little guilty that he had not provided it
sooner for his family. He fed his tired
dogs before he washed up for supper. As
usual, he related the happenings of his
trip and told them about the woman and
her daughters who were trying to make a
living by cooking for the working men.
“Johnny Gaskins, do you mean to
set there an’ tell me that you took a dollar
from a widder woman fer killin’ bears?
Well, I never heard of such in all my
born days. What’s this world a-comin’
to when a man can charge somebody fer
doin’ a little thing like that?”
“Whoa, there, Susan, my girl, an’ let
me tell you th’ rest of the story before
you go flyin’ off th’ handle. I tried to
refuse the money but I saw right away

that her feelin’s would be hurt. She is
right proud of bein’ able to make a livin’
herself for her an’ them girls. She’s as
independent as a hog on ice. She told
me she could pay fer anything she hired
somebody to do. I jest took the dollar
to please her and had an idea that when
we start to bury the taters and turnips
tomorrer, we could jest leave some of
‘em out fer her. We’ve got a sight more
cabbage out there than we’re goin’ to
need, too. I figgered that I could load
up some of ‘em and take it in to sell
to the new people at the spring. I can
stop by Widder Hickman’s place an’
leave some of it fer her. She can use the
stuff when she cooks fer boarders. She
would accept it as a gift from a friend.”
“Well, you jest see to it that you

don’t fergit it,” Susan muttered
as she went out of the room
muttering something about a
“dollar fer killin’ a bear, my
goodness.”
Sam’s coughing came
from the next room. His father
walked toward the bed as he
asked, “How you feelin’ today,
son? I guess I got all tied up
with the spring and bear killin’
an’ didn’t get back as soon as I
orta.” Another spell of coughing
left Sam pale and spent before
he answered, “I ain’t doin’ so
good, Pa. I don’t want to worry
you but I’m afraid I ain’t goin’ to
be here long.”
“Don’t think that, Sammy,”
his father told him. “None of us
knows how long we’re goin’ to live.
You might out-live all of us. Is there
anything any of us can do? Do you
think it might help if we took you over
to that spring that everybody says is
curin’ everything?”
“No, Pa. I ain’t that big a fool.
Nothin’ will help me an’ we all know
it. I’d rather stay right here an’ die
in my own bed. There ain’t but one
thing that bothers me an’ that’s little
Jimmy’s noise. I don’t sleep very good
in th’ daytime and he gets pretty loud.
He’s jest a kid and I don’t want to hurt
anybody’s feelin’ about it.”
“I’ll ask his Pa to take him to stay
with Jack and Addie fer a few days,”
his father promised.

Open and closed
Sale Barn Shoppes on Hwy. 23S open on weekends and holidays
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.  	
Sherwood Court closed until March 1.
The Pizza Bar open all winter – Wednesday through Saturday.
Grand Taverne Restaurant – dinner nightly 5 – 9 p.m. Lunch
Thursday – Saturday 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Two Dumb Dames – closed Jan. 2 – Feb 7.
Edelweiss Inn closed until March 1.
Just Between Friends open all winter, weather permitting, 10 a.m.
– 4 or 5 p.m.
Village Gifts winter hours are 9:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily.

www.esINDEPENDENT.com | January 3, 2013 |

ES Independent | 11

INDEPENDENTNews
Fantasy/horror fans and writers invited to Other Worlds fest

A new weekend event for researchers, writers
and fans of fantasy and horror fiction debuts on Jan.
25 at the Crescent Hotel featuring nationally-known
authors, agents, directors and teachers.
Co-sponsored by the Writers’ Colony at Dairy
Hollow and the 1886 Crescent Hotel, the Other
Worlds Fantasy Fest runs until Jan. 27 on three tracks:
A Fan Pak, Writers and Fan Pak and a Writers Only
Pak. Depending on the Pak chosen, costs range from
$295 to $685.
From registration at the hotel at noon on Friday,
the schedule is packed until noon Sunday with
presentations, special tours, theater and book signings.
Presenters include Cherry Weiner, owner of the Cherry
Weiner Literary Agency, speaking on “How to Pitch
an Agent.” Weiner will also be available to listen to
pitches in one-on-one sessions at the Writers’ Colony.
Gini Koch, author of the popular Alien series,
Touched by an Alien, speaks on “Characters and
GREAT PASSION PLAY continued from page 1

needed only another $24,000 in donations to
avoid the foreclosure.
On Tuesday, he announced that since the
bank was closed for the holiday he had one
more day to find the funds, and he had raised
$48,496 to that point. Later he implored those
who had pledged but had not donated yet to get
the money into his account because the bank
would not consider pledges.
In an email Wednesday morning, Christy
said he would be meeting with Cornerstone
Bank at 3 p.m., and needed only $4000 more
to close the deal.
Christy arrived at the bank with Keith Butler,
president of the Elna Smith Foundation, which
has run the GPP since its inception. Christy said
on his way to the meeting, “We did it!”
After 90 minutes of discussions with bank
officials, Christy announced, “We have reached
our goal and we are working with the bank to
continue this relationship and open the play for
the season.”
He said donations came from all over the
country, but the most donations came from
Arkansas and the most money came from
Oklahoma.
But this is only the beginning for Christy.
Next will be buying the Passion Play, grounds
and all. He intends to launch a “massive
$6,000,000 Save the Passion Play for Future
Generations” campaign. He has an agreement
for his organization, South Central Oklahoma
Christian Broadcasting Network, to run the
production through 2013 as they attempt to raise
12 |

Characterization” and will participate in round table
discussions with other authors. She also speaks on
what it takes to become a successful author and other
aspects of the publishing business.
Graphic novelist, Sean Fitzgibbons, is an
illustrator, artist and teacher who will cover
“The History, Potential and Techniques of the
Graphic Novel” along with Kevin Brown. Brown
and Fitzgibbons are currently collaborating on a
documentary graphic novel, “What Follows is True,”
a combination of gallery art and narrative storytelling
focusing on the Norman Baker years of the Crescent
Hotel.
Ruth Weeks, an award-winning author who has
also published short stories in several anthologies, will
speak on “Intuition and Inspiration.” She is currently
working on her third and fourth novels; a historical
novel and “The Church of the Howling Moon,” a
paranormal novel.

Ten year old author, Lincoln Wear, has just
finished his second book. The first, “Apollo’s Medieval
Adventure” is now in bookstores.
Local author Lexi Brady is the Creative Writing
Instructor at Mindful Living Studios and has just
published her first book, Smashwords.
Lou Turner from High Hill Press will speak on
“Publishing Opportunities with Small Presses.”
Also presenting will be Fantasy Fest hosts Keith
Scales, manager of the Crescent Hotel Ghost Tours,
and Alison Taylor-Brown, director of the Community
Writing Program at WCDH.
In addition to presentations there will be author
readings, classic works of fantasy and horror read
by actors, roundtable discussions, agent pitching and
open mic opportunities.
To register, and for more details, see www.
writerscolony.org or www.crescent-hotel.com, or
phone (479) 253-9766.

enough money to purchase it. On Thursday
night he said he thinks improvements are
necessary, and without providing details, said
all parts of the Passion Play can be improved.
New marketing strategies will be employed
including working with businesses in Eureka
Springs to offer packaged plans for visitors.
He acknowledged he and his staff do not
have experience running a production like this,
but they have put on many smaller events and
performances. “This is new territory for all of
us,” he said, and he is looking “to find the best
way to present the story.” What the network,
comprised of 25 FM stations in Oklahoma,
Texas, Kansas and beyond, does know about
is getting the word out, and they plan to donate
$100,000 worth of advertising toward the GPP.
His plan calls for looking beyond ticket
sales to finance the operation. “This is not just
a play; it is a ministry,” he said, adding that he
felt strongly presenting the story of the last days
of Jesus makes a powerful impact. “So many
people’s lives have been touched.” He will look
for corporate donors, sell season tickets and
implement other new ways to generate funds.
Christy said the operation will not be “an
exclusive club. Anyone is welcome in God’s
house.” He envisions having all kinds of
Christian music staged in the amphitheater as
well as revivals and other events.
The next step for Christy and his group is
to get ready for the upcoming season. He will
be looking for volunteers to put on the play
The next step – Randall Christy contemplates what the future may
and run the operation, and staff will be hired
hold for the Passion Play facility.
as the budget allows.
Photo by David Frank Dempsey
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Tai Chi for Health class opens at BCC Jan. 8

The Berryville Community Center has
added “Tai Chi For Health” to its list of offered
classes. Lori Terry, Holistic Health Practitioner,
will lead the eight-week, progressive class
Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:30 – 9:30
a.m. beginning Tuesday, Jan. 8 and completing
Thursday, Feb. 28.
The cost is $8 per class or $120 for the eightweek session. All participants must have a BCC

membership.
Tai Chi is a moderate intensity exercise
beneficial to cardio and respiratory function,
immune capacity, mental control, flexibility and
balance control; improving muscle strength and
reducing the risk of falls in the elderly.
The Mayo Clinic suggests Tai Chi may offer
benefits beyond stress reduction, including:
· Reducing anxiety and depression

· Improving the quality of sleep
· Slowing bone loss in women after
menopause
· Lowering blood pressure
· Improving cardiovascular fitness
· Relieving chronic pain, i.e fibromyalgia
and arthritis
For more information, call (870) 423-3139,
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

EATINGOUT in our cool little town
Comfort food to haute cuisine – we have it all

RESTAURANT QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

1.
4.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Cottage Inn 2. Angler’s Grill 3. Mei Li Cuisine
The Grand Taverne 5. Cafe Amoré
The Stonehouse
The Squid and Whale
The Roadhouse
15
Casa Colina
Caribe
New Delhi Cafe
Sparky’s

16

2

1
13
10

14
7
11
9

17
13.
14.		
15.
16.
17.		

6
12
5

4

3

Rowdy Beaver
Voulez Vous
Crystal Dining Room
Kabob Kafe
DeVito’s

8
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W

by Risa

The New Year – Tracking the New Era Community

ell, here we are in the new year of 2013.
We survived the end of 2012. We’re
shifting into the new Aquarian Age. We
now must become “trackers” and builders of the
new culture and civilization, creating the new Era
Community.
Pluto and Venus will help us as will the
Capricorn new moon, (the first of 2013 occurring
early Friday morning, Jan. 11). The “Gate”
to the new world opens up for us.The stars’
instructive New Year message for humanity
seeking to create the new world… transform all
ways of living; apply the new physics unlocking
new technology; help each other; cultivate

ARIES: So much change is occurring
it’s even surprising you with a
complete reorientation of your public
image and work in the world. Hang on.
This is a long ride. Allow no control
issues to limit your freedom. You will
be confronted with issues of power and
control – yours and others. Learning
how to recognize power over or
power with? Maintain poise. Balance
yourself.
TAURUS: The past is present and
continues to be. You may have objects
and articles from family, years and
years, that need assessing. Giving
much away is best. Lest you become
limited in movement and travel. A
clear well-lighted environment is best.
Minimal and clean is better. “Let the
sun shine in.” So your creative talents,
to flourish, are not hidden by the past.
GEMINI: You will feel you’re wearing
a lucky charm, a four-leaf clover, a
talisman of fortune this year. You will
have more choice than usual. It’s as if
you had been reciting the “Gayatri,”
an ancient Hindu prayer that brings
expansion and increase. Work may be
a challenging. Something disappears,
something hurts. Turn toward what is
dear to your heart. You must define it
this year.
CANCER: Unusual and innovative
studies will be of interest and as you
learn you will teach. Do not withhold

illumined minds; not be distracted by continued
materialism; ask Mercury (Hermes, planet of
direction) for help; follow the stars (learning
their significance); apply all impressions
received during Festival week.
We are to stop all previous commerce and
ways of being. Have courage. Create community.
Observe without prejudice the course of world
events. See in them the hands of the inner spiritual
government. The time has come for the turn in
Evolution. The forces for this have been gathered
and brought together. The stars and heavens
support the new world. They do not support the
old. Ask, “Where do I stand?”

information with those close to you.
Do not have the glamour of thinking
everything’s personal. If you withhold
you will be seen as someone who has
secrets and thus untrustworthy. New
responsibilities arise with family and
children. Conserve your energy and
strength. Garden most of the time.
Nature is the body of God.
LEO: Home feels like a restriction with
responsibilities making you unable to
leave. You want freedom to come and
go, travel, move about, change patterns
and experience new environments,
cultures, arts and people. You also
might seek to study. However, you
feel held back by tasks and promises.
Weekly massages or another healing
modality eases restrictions. And
inwardly offering forgiveness.
VIRGO: You become more visible.
Sometimes visibility and recognition
are offered, but we must demur (be
reluctant), for spotlights can become
too bright. It’s important to bring forth
creative skills still hidden within. It’s
also important to care for any vehicles
– check-ups, insurance, registration,
new tires. Things that make you
safe and law-abiding. Careful with
communication. Offer kindness.
LIBRA: Those close to you, intimates
especially, will be experiencing
change in their lives. They look to
you for support and stability. Maintain

We are to apply our best efforts. In this labor
of creation the Great Ones greet us. We become
seeders of the New World and the Common Good.
The sound of distant universes reaches out to us,
awakening Light consciousness, pointing to the
Path to be followed. It summons us to the cries of
those in need. We are called to service (Aquarian
Age task).
Blessed with knowledge and with each other,
let us realize the time is now. Let us begin our
labors. Creating the new world. These are the
words of the New Year, 2013, a year of gathering
and working in harmony together. We enter the
Flame.

balance and poise in the coming year,
allowing those who depend upon you
to experience your wisdom, reliability
and sensitiveness. You will have much
to experience yourself. Surprising
things – travel, study, spiritual
encounters and reconciliation within
the heart.
SCORPIO: Tend to your hearth and
health in the coming months. Keep
warm and dry. Exercise daily so your
well-being can be balanced and in
harmony. Professionally things may
feel haywire, with strange behaviors
from co-workers. When the new
energies come into the world, people
react and respond differently. Whatever
you say to others is heard and listened
to. When speaking, remember the
virtues.
SAGITTARIUS: These things you will
experience – a new identity, profound
understanding about finances, a bit of
passion, intensity in communication,
family wounds revealed and then
disappearing, a topsy-turvy sense of
creativity, integration and a deepening
of spirituality. These are some of
the events you can look forward to.
Preserve your energies and seek only
the truth in all matter. Sag is the sign
of Truth.
CAPRICORN: You’re encountering
deep and profound life events. Pluto
has taken up residence in your life. You

experience intense feelings, emotional
responses more profound than most
can imagine. Allow these. Know they
will pass. Your life is changing inside
and out. You will be called to work in
the world when the world is ready for
you. It’s preparing. Know you always
do your very best. Place those words
in your heart.
AQUARIUS: The coming months
bring an increase of inner strength.
The last year felt vulnerable. You
will continue to experience changes
reflecting your past. Focus on building
a new foundation that includes a
spiritual practice, participating in likeminded groups (who think like you),
and honing professional skills in your
work world. Careful with finances.
They may slip away. Take Aconite if
you feel like lightning has hit you.
PISCES: In your personal life, be
very careful with resources. Do not
overdo with money or with energy.
You need regular exercise, especially
swimming. A natural pool or salt-water
pool is best. Visualize this available to
you. You offer to the world ways of
seeing different from the norm. You
offer inspiration and information that
helps heal the world. There is more
to come that you will offer the world.
Something wonderful happens with
family. A new harmony. A new light
shining.

Risa, Founder & Director Esoteric & Astrological Studies & Research Institute –
a contemporary Wisdom School for the study of the Tibetan’s teachings in the Alice A. Bailey books
Email: risagoodwill@gmail.com; Web journal: www.nightlightnews.com; Facebook: Risa’s Esoteric Astrology
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INDEPENDENT
Crossword
by Chuck Levering

Solution on page 19

Cornerstone brightens holidays for Clear Spring School – Clear Spring

students along with Debbie Hartsell, Head of School (far right) and Karen FitzPatrick,
director of communications (second from right), accepted a $2000 check from
Cornerstone Bank on behalf of the bank’s 100th year of operation. $100,000 is being
given back to the communities the bank serves. The donation will help each grade at
Clear Spring School purchase playground equipment, tents and a projector. Charlie
Cross, President & CEO of Cornerstone Bank, said, “This is our way to help further the
education of our youth and say thank you to the teachers for their commitment.”

Sunday at UUF

Jan. 6: “We Are What We Eat and
How Much We Move,” with Carrie
Marry and Cathy Jackson. Carrie, a
familiar face at The Eureka Market, is a
practicing Holistic Health Coach. She is
a graduate of the Institute for Integrative
Nutrition in New York and a member of
the American Association of Drugless
Practitioners. Cathy is a Certified Master
Personal Trainer, L.P.N. and Certified

Lifestyle Coach. She leads workshops
on healthy eating, weight loss and
balancing stress.
Please join us at the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship Sundays at 11
a.m. at 17 Elk Street. Extra parking is at
Ermilio’s Restaurant, 26 White Street.
Child care provided. (479) 253-0929 for
more information.
No Soup Sunday this week.

Midwest First Responder Conference
registration open
Midwest-area first responders may
sign up now for the annual Midwest First
Responder Conference hosted by Eureka
Springs Fire & Emergency Medical
Service. The special three-day event is
designed for those who serve in any fire
and EMS response capacity, especially
first responders. Conference events
are geared for basic-to-advanced EMS
personnel and firefighters.
This year’s event takes place
Friday, Feb. 22 – Sunday, Feb. 24
at the Inn of the Ozarks Convention
Center. The conference focuses on first
responders with tracks for firefighters
and paramedics.
Hands-on presentations and other
sessions will include Tractor Rescue,

Auto Extrication, Over the Edge (low
angle rescue), HazMat, Multiple Casualty
Incidents, Assessment and a responder
competition.
Complete session schedule can
be found and registrations and room
reservations may be made at www.
eurekaspringsfire.org or by phone at the
Inn of the Ozarks (800) 552-3785. Those
booking rooms should mention attending
the Midwest First Responder Conference
to get the conference rate.
Event registration can be completed
via PayPal or by printing and mailing
the registration form from the website.
Registration of $25 covers all three days if
paid before Feb. 15. After that date, and at
the door, the cost is $35.

A cross
1. Inconceivably vast
7. Awaits
12. Mine airshaft
13. Thick, creamy soup
14. Minor parish
official
15. Christian spring
festival
16. Small hotel
17. Go into
19. Distinctive system
or theory
20. 8th Hebrew letter
22. Lubricant
23. Really enjoys
24. Twofold
26. One room Navajo
structure
27. Offer
28. Instrument
resembling a lute
29. A cephalopod
mollusk
32. Lost mental
facilities

35. Usual 4th down
activity
36. Rocky peak
37. Serene
39. It has a drum
40. Flatulent
42. Lightweight,
handheld computer
43. Required
45. Ribs
47. Visions
48. Diners
49. Vends
50. Gowns and tuxes,
that is
D own
1. Biblical measure
2. Uncapped
3. Sparse
4. Rabid
5. Cay or Ait
6. Comblike
7. Male pig
8. Not yours or mine
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9. Wooing
10. Excrement
11. Sunday message
13. Pare
18. Muscle spasm
21. What nuns used to
wear
23. Crystalline
oxidizing acid
25. Accomplished
26. Asiatic nomad
28. Magnetic field
strength unit
29. Uses up
30. Inquire
31. Remove from a
spool
32. Help!
33. Expires
34. Those who run the
church
36. Little bits
38. Having great bulk
40. Precious stones
41. 100th part of century
44. Split lentil
46. Consumed
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by Gwen Etheredge

Fly Times at Chelsea’s

pal Fly is a soul as
Dance Party
unique as Eureka
• ROWDY BEAVER DEN
Springs itself. With
Mo Michelle & Josh
her smoldering, sexy voice
Bramhall
and talent for playing an
• SQUID & WHALE PUB
array of instruments, most
The Skinny Gypsies
notably her sax skills,
she has been inspiring
SATURDAY – JANUARY
musicians to play together
5
and play from the heart for
• CHASERS BAR &
years. She creates music to
GRILL Dance Night
feel liberated and ease this
• CHELSEA’S
Opal
journey for everyone, she
Fly, Warren Byrom &
has been sorely missed in
Gates Magoo,
3 p.m.,
Eureka Springs since her
HonkeySuckle, 9 p.m.
journey took her elsewhere.
• EUREKA LIVE! DJ &
She will be joined by
Dancing
Warren Byrom who was a
• EUREKA PARADISE
professional New Orleans
DJ & Dancing
musician before starting
• GRAND TAVERNE
The Fabled Canelands –
Jerry Yester Grand Piano
an Americana/Roots band.
Dinner Music, 6:30–9:30
But wait…there’s more…
p.m.
Gates Magoo will also be
• JACK’S CENTER
onstage for this amazing
STAGE Karaoke with DJ
performance. Magoo can
Goose
be heard playing with the
•
LUMBERYARD
Opal
Fly
&
Gates
Magoo,
seen here at Chelsea’s,
Skinny Gypsies or if your
RESTAURANT
&
will be back Saturday at 3 p.m.
timing is right you can hear
SALOON DJ & Karaoke,
an impromptu performance
sing & dance
Dancing
on the street downtown with any number
• NEW DELHI CAFÉ SpringBilly
• EUREKA STONEHOUSE Jerry
of our amazing locals. This trio of artists
• PIED PIPER CATHOUSE
Yester, 5–8 p.m.
will be at Chelsea’s on Saturday, Jan. 5
LOUNGE Magic Mule, 8 p.m.
• GRAND TAVERNE Arkansas Red
at 3 p.m., don’t miss this rare show.
• ROWDY BEAVER The Dirty Roots
Guitar, 6:30–9:30 p.m.
• ROWDY BEAVER DEN Skillet
• LUMBERYARD RESTAURANT
FRIDAY – JANUARY 4
Lickers
& SALOON DJ & Karaoke, sing &
• CHASERS BAR & GRILL Karoake
• SQUID & WHALE PUB Charlie
dance
with Tiny
Can’t Surf & friends
• NEW DELHI CAFÉ
Live Music
• CHELSEA’S SpringBilly, 9 p.m.
• PIED PIPER CATHOUSE
• EUREKA LIVE! DJ & Dancing
SUNDAY – JANUARY 6
LOUNGE Magic Mule, 8 p.m.
• EUREKA PARADISE
DJ &
• EUREKA LIVE!
Customer
• ROWDY BEAVER
Ladies Night

Fri., Jan. 4 • 9 P.M.

SPRINGBILLY
Sat., Jan. 5 • 9 P.M.

HONKY SUCKLE W/CHUCKY WAGGS
3 P.M. – OPAL FLY
Tues., Jan. 8 – OPEN MIC
Wed., Jan. 9 • 9 P.M. – DRINK & DRAW
Thurs., Jan. 10 • 9 P.M. – JAZZ NIGHT
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Appreciation Night, 5 p.m.–close
• LUMBERYARD RESTAURANT
& SALOON Free Texas Hold ‘Em
Tournament with prizes, 6 p.m.
• NEW DELHI CAFÉ
Live Music,
afternoon
• ROWDY BEAVER
Football and
free pool
• SQUID & WHALE PUB
“Local
Kine” Local Talent Showcase
MONDAY – JANUARY 7
• CHASERS BAR & GRILL Pool
Tournament, 7 p.m.
• CHELSEA’S SpringBilly, 9 p.m.
• SQUID & WHALE PUB
TUESDAY – JANUARY 8
• CHASERS BAR & GRILL Game
Night
• CHELSEA’S Open Mic
• LUMBERYARD RESTAURANT
& SALOON Pool Tournament, 6:30
p.m.
• ROWDY BEAVER
Hospitality
Night
• SQUID & WHALE PUB
Taco
Tuesday
WEDNESDAY – JANUARY 9
• CHASERS BAR & GRILL Sing
and Dance with Tiny
• CHELSEA’S
Drink & Draw w/
Chucky Waggs, 9 p.m.
• LUMBERYARD RESTAURANT
& SALOON
Ladies Night–Happy
Hour all night
• NEW DELHI CAFÉ Open Jam
• PIED PIPER CATHOUSE
LOUNGE Wheat Wednesday Draft
Beer Specials
• ROWDY BEAVER
Wine
Wednesday
• SQUID & WHALE PUB Disaster
Piece Theatre
THURSDAY – JANUARY 10
• CHASERS BAR & GRILL Taco &
Tequila Night
• CHELSEA’S Jazz Night
• GRAND TAVERNE Jerry Yester
Grand Piano Dinner Music, 6:30–9:30
p.m.
• LUMBERYARD RESTAURANT
& SALOON
Taco and Margarita
Night, Beer Pong
• SQUID & WHALE PUB Open Mic
Musical Smackdown featuring Bloody
Buddy & Friends

Gras Kickoff Saturday
– no winter blahs here!
The Krewe of Krazo will kick-off the annual Mardi Gras season with a Kings
Day event at the Rowdy Beaver Tavern on Saturday, Jan. 5, beginning at 5 p.m.
Members of the Royal Court and the King and Queen for 2013 will be introduced,
followed by a gala party with entertainment, free munchies and King cakes with
Happy Hour beverages. Details on four masquerade balls, two parades and Mardi
Gras Day will also be announced. Info at www.Krazo.Ureeka.Org or email Dan@
Ureeka.Org

Krewe of Barkus gets
PSY-chotic for Gras parade
This year’s Eureka Springs Mardi Gras parade has gone to the dogs – or, we
should say, the dogs are going to the parade. Dogs of all sizes and colors, as long as
they’re well behaved, are invited to march with the Krewe of Barkus on Feb. 9.
This year’s doggie theme is Going Gangnam, Barkus Style. So get your costumes
ready! Bright tuxedo jackets, bow ties and dark sunglasses will help create PSY’s
iconic Gangnam look for pooches and owners as well. Add in some Mardi Gras
beads and adornments and you’re all set to trot. The Krewe of Barkus will join the
parade from the Post Office at 2 p.m., so bring your dog and join in the fun!
To register to be in the parade, stop by Percy’s Grooming & Pet Spa or call
Rachel Brix (479) 244-9151. There’s more info online at: krazo.ureeka.org/krewe_
of_barkus.

Love the blues?
Check out the Blues Challenge

The Ozark Blues Society will host two “Road to Memphis Send-off Parties” as
fundraisers to help defray the cost of sending its 2012 local Blues Challenge winning
acts to the 2013 International Blues Challenge in Memphis, Tenn. Jan. 29 to Feb. 3.
Entertainment on both nights will be provided by Ozark Blues Society 2012
winning acts – Buddy Shute and Leah & the Mojo Doctors. The acts will perform at
George’s Majestic Lounge, 519 W. Dickson Street, on Friday, Jan. 11, from 6 – 9 p.m.
There will be a $5 cover at the door.
Saturday’s fundraiser will be at the Metro Italiano, 3607 SE Metro Parkway,
Bentonville, from 7 – 11 p.m. Jan. 12. Cover at the door is $7.
Buddy Shute will represent the Ozarks Blues Society in the International Blues
Challenge in Memphis in the solo/duo division for the second time. He’s been in
the Fayetteville area for the last 5 years playing locally with Kathy Cole & 4 Guys
Named Moe.
Leah and the Mojo Doctors will represent in the band division. The group was
awarded the 2009 and 2010 NAMA for Best Blues/R&B Band. In 2011 the band won
the NAMA for Best Cover Band. Leah & the Mojo Doctors were recently honored
with the title of the 2012 NAMA Hall of Fame Multi-Category Winner and Leah is
the current 2012 NAMA Female Vocalist.
This will be the 29th International Blues Challenge. The world’s largest gathering
of Blues acts represents an international search by the Blues Foundation and its
affiliated organizations for the Blues Band and Solo/Duo Blues acts ready to take
their act to the international stage. In 2012, 119 bands and 86 solo/duo acts entered,
filling the clubs up and down Beale Street for the quarter-finals and the semi-finals at
the Orpheum Theater. There will be at least that many in 2013.
The International Blues Challenge will once again include a youth showcase for
those under the age of 21, talented young people showcasing their music for record
labels, media, festivals, managers, talent buyers and the fans.
For more information, contact Roger Plourde, President, Ozark Blues Society
of Northwest Arkansas by email at roger.plourde@gmail.com, or phone (479) 5865204.
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INDEPENDENTClassifieds
The INDEPENDENT Classifieds cost $8 for 20 words, each additional word is 25¢.
DEADLINE – Tuesday at noon
To place a classified, email classifieds@esindependent.com or call 479.253.6101

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FLORA
ROJA
COMMUNITY
ACUPUNCTURE-providing
affordable healthcare for the whole
community. Sliding scale fee. $15-$35
per treatment, with an additional $15
paperwork fee the first visit only. You
decide what you can afford to pay!
Francesca Garcia Giri, L.Ac. (479) 2534968, 199 Wall Street
THE
EUREKA
SPRINGS
FARMERS’ MARKET wishes you a
happy and healthy new year. See you on
Thursday!

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING:
HEAD PREP
COOK & GRILL COOK positions
available. Pay based on experience.
Apply in person at The Rockin’ Pig
Saloon, 2039-C East Van Buren, Eureka
Springs

RENTAL PROPERTIES

SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOMES FOR RENT

MAINTENANCE/
LANDSCAPE/
HOME SERVICES

HOLIDAY ISLAND VILLAS &
TOWNHOUSES near lake and marina.
From $375/mo. (479) 253-4385
AVAILABLE NOW, 3BR/1BA NEAR
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. Beautiful
country setting, wood-burning fireplace,
W/D hook-ups. $600/mo, $300 deposit,
6 month lease. (479) 981-0624
VERY NICE HOME ON QUIET
STREET
IN
E.S.,
2BR/2BA,
appliances, central H/A $750/mo. Also
1BR efficiency on Onyx Cave Road
$300/mo. Both require first, last and
deposit. (479) 253-6283, (479) 2536959

20 words for $8... See it here –
classifieds@esindependent.com

PERSONALS

SERVICE DIRECTORY

MB LOOKING FOR Z. The original
hall walkers. Contact me at P.O. Box
1182, Farmington, AR 72730

HEALTH SERVICES

ANTIQUES
WONDERLAND ANTIQUES buys/
sells antiques, primitives, unique
vintage items. Open 10-5. Closed
Wednesday. Hwy 62 east of Eureka 3
miles. (479) 253-6900

VEHICLES FOR SALE
’86 FORD BOX TRUCK, 17’ box,
runs good. $1500 firm. (479) 253-2853

PETS
PETSITTING, HOUSESITTING.
Holiday Island, Eureka Springs
and surrounding areas. 25+ years
experience. Reliable, references,
insured. Call Lynn (479) 363-6676 or
Emily (918) 409-6393
18 |

PAIN, STIFFNESS, FATIGUE:
Symptoms of Lymphatic Congestion
which leads to DIS-EASE. For
affordable lymphatic decongestion
therapy call Alexa Pittenger, MMT
(479) 253-9208. Eureka!! Massage
Therapy, 147 W Van Buren
AGING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE.
Schmieding certified home care
assistant, C.N.A., caregiving from
home to hospital to assisted living
care, accepting clients in Jan. For more
information contact (479) 253-5719
WINTER
MASSAGE
PRICES
THROUGH JANUARY 2013 with
half off one hour and ½ hour massages
and great deals on couples massage
and on the Laughing Hands Royal
Treatment which includes hot stones,
essential oils, facial special cream and
a foot scrub. Or buy three massages for
the low price of $105.00. Call (479)
244-5954
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FANNING’S
TREE
SERVICE
Bucket truck with 65 ft. reach.
Professional trimming, stump grinding,
topping, removal, chipper.
Free
estimates. Licensed. Insured. (870)
423-6780, (870) 423-8305
HEAVEN
SENT
HANDYMAN
Carpentry-repairs/remodeling,
Flooring,
Painting,
Plumbing,
Landscaping. Artistic problem solver,
detail oriented, reliable, bondable.
(501) 650-0431
CHIMNEY WORKS Complete
chimney services: sweeps, repairs,
relining and installation. Call Bob
Messer (479) 253-2284
TREE WORKS
Skilled tree
care:
trimming,
deadwooding
and
removals.
Conscientious,
professional arborist and sawmiller.
Bob Messer (479) 253-2284

2013 Calendars
a barking
good deal
The 2013 Good Shepherd
Calendars are now half price!
Just $7.50 buys twelve months of
artful whimsy to cheer up any wall
in your house. The money from
these calendars is 100 percent
profit and goes directly to the care
and feeding of the animals at the
shelter. Your help is desperately
needed now that the Berryville
doggie shop, a major funding
source, has burned down.
Calendars are available at:
Eureka Springs Doggie Shop,
Gazebo Books and Percy’s
Grooming in Eureka Springs,
Good Shepherd Animal Shelter,
Kelly’s Dog Grooming in
Grandview, Bed, Bath, and Bones
in Berryville and online at shop.
goodshepherd-hs.org.

School Lunch
Menu
Jan. 4 – 11

Friday, Jan. 4 – Beef and bean
burrito; seasoned chili beans;
veggie dippers with Ranch; fruit;
milk
Monday, Jan. 7 – Cheeseburgers;
salad cup; oven tots; fruit; milk
Tuesday, Jan. 8 – Chicken fajitas
on wheat wrap with lettuce and
tomato; chili beans; salsa; fruit;
dessert; milk
Wednesday, Jan. 9 – Breaded
beef strips; creamed potatoes and
gravy; black-eyed peas; tossed
salad with Ranch; fruit; wheat
roll; milk
Thursday, Jan. 10 – Sub
sandwich on wheat hoagie; salad
cup; steamed corn; fruit; milk
Friday, Jan. 11 – Vegetable beef
soup; toasted cheese sandwich;
crackers; tossed salad with
Ranch; fruit; milk

MAIL continued from page 6

Get mental help for the ones that need it.
There are usually signs before a tragedy
that something is just not right with that
person. There are so many other answers
to the problem other than new gun laws.
Criminals ignore all laws anyway.
That’s why we call them criminals.
Make them serve their time and do hard
labor instead of a slap on the hand and
turning them back out on the streets.
Don’t take guns from the legal owners.
You might need us to protect you some
day.
Funny how at age 18 I signed on the
dotted line and I could carry any weapon
I wanted and travel all over the world
in the name of American freedom, but
at home I have to fight for my right to
protect my family and property.
Keith Youngblood
USMC Persian Gulf Veteran

“Friends” headed
in right direction

Dear Editor;
Although I’m personally very
happy with the way Lake Leatherwood
Park exists today and use it frequently,
I understand the need for certain
improvements there that will attract
more pople to enjoy its quiet beauty. In
other words, this will be an unselfish
invitation for others to enjoy another
of our local gifts. As a representative
of a local group of interested persons, I
would like to commend Bruce Levine
and all of the others involved in the
“Friends of Leatherwood” renovation
project for the direction they are taking.
Bill Featherstone, as spokesman for the
‘Friends’ group, is emphasizin gone of
our major concerns: that we need to
maintain the quiet peaceful nature of
the park. To quote Bill: “That’s what

Leatherwood is – a peaceful place,
1620 acres of blissful nature preserve.”
The need for quiet recreation and the
preservation of the No Wake regulation,
on the lake itself, are also among our top
priorities. Thank you.
Rand Cullen

Good times
just keep rolling

Editor,
It is the intent of the Krewe of
Krazo organizers to appreciate Eureka
Springs as holding year-round events
with “Eureka Gras” being an element of
citizenry participation with inclusion of
neighboring communities.
It is further the intent to promote
“Eureka Gras” as the anchor for a Super
Mardi Gras celebration in the Ozarks.
As in the case of Mardi Gras along
the Gulf Coast states of Alabama,
Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas, the
celebration is a carnival of activities
spread over a period from Jan. 1 through
Feb. and sometimes to include March
– making those areas prime destination
targets for tourism during the winter
season.
During last year’s Eureka Gras
there were many statements regarding
economic successes. Let’s take the
extra step this year to have Mardi Gras
displays in windows and encourage
store and lodging attendants and dining
and tavern personnel [to] become aware
of the upcoming ten day carnival event
schedule.
Laissez les bon temps rouler!
Dan Ellis

Support safe haven
for kids

Editor,
On Oct. 26, Grace Lutheran
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Church, Holiday Island, hosted
its Annual Chili Supper, which
was widely supported by the local
community and surrounding areas, for
which we are truly grateful! We raised
a significant amount of funds to go to
the Merlin Foundation’s “Grandma’s
House,” an organization designed
to help victims of child abuse and
their families.
As much as we hate to admit it,
child abuse is very real and devastating,
yet needs to be dealt with. We cannot
sweep it under the rug and hope it will
go away. Many lives and families are
damaged by these heinous acts. So,
with the help of Grandma’s House,

these children and their families can go
through the process of healing in a less
traumatic environment with the help of
professional staff and advocates. We
are thankful that this organization
exists to help those in need.
Our
children
are
our
future. Therefore, a check for $2,280
raised from the Chili Supper is being
presented to Merlin Foundation’s
“Grandma’s House,” as our way of
supporting this cause. We pray that
God will continue to bless their work.
If anyone cares to give
to Grandma’s House, please call (870)
391-2224.
Pastor Kenneth Haydon

Auld acquaintances – People danced toward the New Year in various venues

all around Eureka Springs on Dec. 31. These folks are saying goodbye to the old
year to the rock and roll and blues music of The Ariels in the ballroom atop the
Basin Park Hotel.

		

Photo by David Frank Dempsey

CROSSWORDSolution
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