
Mike ellis
The City of Berryville held a 

ceremony Thursday to officially announce 
funding to extend city water into some 
areas outside the city. Grants will pay 
75 percent of the $8.8 million project, 
including $3.8 million from the United 
States Department of Agriculture and 
$2.75 million from the Arkansas Natural 
Resources Commission. Remainder of 
the funding comes from a loan of $1.7 
million and from approximately $550,000 
in cash or in-kind labor from Berryville. 

Berryville Mayor Tim McKinney 
explained that the project would give 
Berryville another main meter from the 
Carroll-Boone Water District. Areas to be 
served have not yet been determined, but 
the project has a goal of extending service 
to at least 300 new customers. 

Lawrence McCullough, state director 
of the USDA said, “We know how 
important this is to this area, with the 
possibility for rural development.” Ryan 
Benefield, Deputy Director of the ANRC, 
echoed those sentiments, and addressed 
the need for “clean, reliable water.” 

Gov. Asa Hutchinson had been 
scheduled to attend, but had to cancel at 
the last minute. Just before the program 
started, McKinney left the stage and 
brought another chair to set at the 
end of the line of dignitaries. “That’s 
an empty chair for the governor,” he 
joked. Despite chiding of the governor, 
McKinney gave a gracious introduction 
to Hutchinson’s stand-in, Robert Morey. 
At the conclusion, McKinney pointed out 
that he had put on a suit and tie for the 
governor, although the standard mayoral 
uniform in Berryville consists of shorts 
and a Hawaiian shirt. The mayor invited 
the governor to share the local dress code 
next time he visits. 

In an interview afterwards, McKinney 
said this project grew out of a study begun 
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Inside the ESIThis Week’s INDEPENDENT Thinker
Alex Ruiz is a server at 

Cinco de Mayo Mexican Grill 
in Douglasville, Georgia.

Recently a man walked 
in, ordered his food and sat 
down to wait. When his food 
was delivered, Alex realized 
the man had no hands. The 
man obviously needed some 
assistance, but for the most 
part had been able to get himself fed on his own with some adjustments.

But Alex Ruiz sat down with the man and fed him, forkful after 
forkful, bite by bite. Alex talked to the man the entire time, a good half 
hour according to those who witnessed it.

Neither Alex nor the unidentified man was seeking attention, but 
another diner happened to witness the entire incident, take a pic and 
post it on social media. 

This is shareworthy on so many levels. Not the least of which is 
Southern hospitality.

School’s finally out – Arlo Streety and Corinna Campbell-Green embrace as they turn each other’s tassels and graduate from Eureka Springs 
High School on Saturday. Photo by Jeremiah alvarado

Photo by reginald Widener



Mike ellis
Planning chair Steve Beacham 

was on hand at the May 23 city council 
meeting to deliver a report from a three-
person committee that has worked on 
issues surrounding food trucks. “We have 
what we think is a good solution,” he said, 
and explained how food trucks could be 
regulated in various areas of the city. 

One permit would be granted for Main 
Street, from the Pied Piper to the train depot. 
Another permit would be granted on White 
Street, and the remainder of permits would 
be issued along U.S. 62 or on Arkansas 
Hwy. 23 South. That commercial corridor 
could see four individual licenses and one 
license for a four-unit food court. 

Each of those three areas will have 
a separate lottery to award  permits, and 
permits will be issued to property owners 
rather than to truck operators. The permit 

holder could then choose any properly 
licensed vendor.  

The Parks Department could also allow 
food vendors in Lake Leatherwood City 
Park, Harmon Park, or Magnetic Spring 
Park.  

Beacham stressed that the report 
was only a draft and council would have 
an opportunity to change it. He said the 
application form would note whether a food 
truck would require a generator to operate. 
No generators will be allowed downtown 
and any other site would be checked for 
potential conflicts before a permit would be 
issued for a site with a generator.  

Beacham said other site factors would 
have to be checked also, including parking 
and ingress/egress. He mentioned that a 
permit fee could offset the cost of having a 
city official check a site. 

Council will make the final decision.
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five years ago. “The city and the area 
are going to grow,” he said. “We want 
to get water to the areas where we 

expect growth.” He said eight- to ten-
inch lines would be used. 

Although most of the rural service 
has not been determined yet, McKinney 
said replacing the line running from 
Johnson Spring would be a priority 
because it serves existing customers. 
That line also offers opportunities for 
new customers in the area south of the 
city. 

The city will release information 
about how prospective customers can 
express an interest in the new water 
service. Administrative Assistant Jay 
Lee explained that several factors 
would determine where the new water 
lines go. “We’ll look for a high density 
of people who want city water and 
places where we can obtain easements,” 
he said. “And of course, terrain will be 
a factor, too.”

BERRYVILLE RURAL WATER continued from page 1
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Food trucks’ plan
dished out to council

http://sunfestmarket.com


Mike ellis
The Carroll County Airport 

Commission voted to reinstate a lease for 
Larkin Floyd, two years after previous 
commissioners revoked the lease and 
increased Floyd’s payment from $450 per 
year to nearly $5,000.

County Judge Sam Barr will have to 
approve the new lease before it takes effect, 
but the present commissioners took a clear 
stand on the issue. “There’s not much we 
can do to repair the past, but we can make 
sure and avoid those same mistakes in the 
future,” commissioner Sandy Martin said. 
Her comments came after commissioners 
heard some history from Floyd and from 
two former CCAC members, Tony Pike and 
Dave Teigen. 

Pike explained some of the airport’s 
early history saying airport and local 
economic development officials courted 
Floyd to help establish the airport. State 
and federal agencies that award funding to 
airports use traffic counts as a gauge, and 
Floyd’s businesses dramatically increased 
the number of takeoffs and landings at the 
airport, which Pike said had been “a very 
sleepy place” with “no hope of receiving 
any money.”

In 1985, the CCAC gave Floyd 
favorable lease terms because he paid for 
buildings and pavement that would revert to 

the airport at the end of his lease. After more 
construction in 1989, the lease was extended 
to 2024. His investments would constitute 
Floyd’s entire payment through the term of 
the lease. Floyd explained that in 2005, he 
voluntarily renegotiated his lease because 
the airport needed capital for projects. 

The new lease would require Floyd to 
pay $450 once a year, through 2024. Floyd 
said he had forgotten the annual payment 
once before, and CCAC promised to send 
him a bill thereafter. However, when he 
forgot to pay in 2012 and 2013, the CCAC 
found language in Floyd’s contract that 
allowed them to terminate his lease. The 
airport manager at the time, Sheila Evans, 
did not send Floyd a bill or call him on the 
phone. 

Floyd attributed her failure to notify 
him not to negligence, but as part of a 
personal vendetta in which she enlisted 
former CCAC chairman Lonnie Clark and 
other commissioners. Most of those who 
served on the commission in 2014 resigned 
after the quorum court sharply cut funding 
for the airport for the 2015 budget. Most of 
the airport’s budget was restored once a new 
chairman took over. 

Teigen said he served as CCAC 
chairman when Floyd’s lease came into 
question, and he stepped down as chairman 
but remained on the commission. “I’m 

embarrassed to say I was chairman when 
this started,” he said. “In my opinion, the 
commission made a huge error, and did 
something that was not morally or ethically 
correct.”

Teigen showed that Evans’s job 
description called for her to “collect all 
debts and fees… in a timely fashion.” 
Floyd missed two payments, he said, “but 
one phone call would have avoided a lot of 
trouble.” Teigen said the CCAC’s actions 
during that period drew “a lot of bad press 
and set back progress years and years.” 

None of the commissioners at the 
table had served during this period, and 
they asked about what Teigen called “a 
lot of animosity between the old manager 
and chairman and everyone else.” 
Current chair Chase Tresler asked Teigen 
directly, “Did she (Evans) really do 
that?” and Teigen replied simply, “Yes.” 
Commissioners then voted unanimously 
to recommend the new lease for the 
county judge’s signature. 

Commissioners also heard that the 
runway rehab project is still on schedule for 
mid- to late June, depending on weather. 
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Shooting community hoops
The Eureka Springs Community Center Foundation will hold an alumni 

basketball tournament on Saturday, May 28 at 1:30 p.m. at the former Highlander 
Gym as a fundraiser for the Highlander Community Center. 

All former Highlander players are invited to play.  Doors open at 1 with 
player draft at 1:30 p.m. Player participation is $15 and all players will get a shirt. 
Admission is $5 with all proceeds going to the Cornerstone bank $5,000 match to 
relocate the farmers market to the future Community Center site.

http://eurekamarket.biz


Mike ellis
In his capacity as Planning Commission chair, 

Steve Beacham tried at city council Monday to 
intercede with neighbors who complained about 
a ghost tour in a residential neighborhood. After 
meeting with both sides, Beacham said he did not 
see a ready solution since residents did not want 
anyone to get off a tour bus. The bus, however, 
operates on a city street, and tourists get off onto 
a sidewalk. 

Residents had reported problems with noise 
and tourists wandering onto private property, 
but tour operators want to offer an up-close 
experience of a property said to be haunted. “I 
don’t know what to recommend,” Beacham 
said. “It seems like a licensing issue, something 
beyond our scope.” 

Alderman Joyce Zeller warned that getting 
involved in this situation would create a dangerous 
precedent. “What happens when Parks gets their 
trails?” she asked. “What are we going to get 
ourselves into? I can see a big hassle coming up.” 
She suggested letting the parties “tough it out 
among themselves.” City Attorney Tim Weaver 
agreed that the tour operators could continue to 
operate if they did not violate noise ordinances.  

Final items
• Mayor Butch Berry said a budget freeze begun 
in April has made some dramatic differences. He 
explained that the freeze covers hiring, pay rate 
increases, travel, training, or anything other than 
essentials. He gave department heads credit for 
doing their part to cut spending wherever possible. 
Aldermen welcomed the news, although David 
Mitchell noted that almost every possible cut has 
already been made, and the city will need to look 
toward generating more revenue instead. 
• Susan Tharp was approved for a term on the 
Cemetery Commission. 
• The next agenda will include an ordinance 
prohibiting parking on a section of Washington St., 
from Summit St. to Gavioli Chapel. Berry said all 
department heads agreed with the recommendation. 
He said the road narrows so much that allowing 
parking essentially reduces the road to an alternating 
one-lane area. Mitchell said property owners in the 
affected area agree with painting the curb red. 
• A workshop for the development of Improvement 
Districts will be held at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 
8, at City Hall. 
• An appeal of the denial for a Conditional Use 
Permit for Jaclyn Cross was postponed. 

4   |   ES Independent   |   May 25, 2016  |   eureka.news

INDEPENDENTNews

Ghost tour conflicts reach impasse

Plein air in the plain air – Participants of the Plein Air festival were out 
painting at Beaver Bride and Castle Rogue’s Manor on a foggy Tuesday 
morning. Pictured is Carol Dickie as she begins her work. Photo by Jay vrecenak

http://wolfwellnesscenter.wix.com/therapyservices	


District Ranger Joe Koloski announced Monday the draft 
decision to implement Alternative 4 for the Butler Hollow project. 
The Environmental Assessment prepared by Koloski found no 
significant impact to the proposed action.

After 45 days for objections on the EA and the draft decision the 
fate of Butler Hollow will be in the hands of the Mark Twain Forest 

Supervisor Bill Nightingale, who was appointed in February 2013 
and has more than 30 years with the US Forest Service.

The Forest Service proposes the following on 3,607 acres of 
Butler Hollow:  
1. Commercial hardwood restoration thinning on 422 acres and 
commercial pine and hardwood restoration thinning on 117 acres.
2. Non-commercial understory vegetation control on 574 acres.
3. Prescribed fires on 3,607 acres for decades, but no herbicides.
4. Cedar removal on 840 acres of glades and 493 acres of woodlands, 
but no commercial harvesting of cedar.
5. Approximately 1.6 miles of roads will be reconstructed. About 
3.6 miles of existing roads will be decommissioned after use as 
temporary roads, and about 0.2 miles of newly constructed temporary 
road would be decommissioned after use. Also, 2.2 miles of existing 
roads will be decommissioned in riparian areas.

Documents and legal land descriptions are at www.tinyurl.com/
BH-MarkTwain

Objections to the Environmental Assessment and Draft 
Decision can be emailed to objections-eastern-region@fs.fed.us 
Subject: Mark Twain Butler Hollow, Project Number 43537. 

Include specific reasons for objecting to Alternative 4, 
suggested remedies to resolve objections, and your name, address 
and telephone.

Snail mail objections to: USDA Forest Service, Suite 700 PAL/
LSC Staff, 626 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53202, or fax 
to: (414) 944-3963.
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Saturday sandwiches
and more

The Holiday Island Rotary will hold the fifth annual 
Party in the Park from 4 – 7 p.m. on Saturday, May 28 at 
Veterans Memorial Park in Holiday Island. Pulled pork 
sandwiches, baked beans, cole slaw and drinks will be 
served with entertainment and a Veterans Flag Ceremony at 
4:45 p.m.

Tickets are $9 per person and may be obtained from 
Holiday Island Rotary members and the Holiday Island 
branch of Cornerstone Bank. Net proceeds will go to 
support the Rotary Club’s community activities as college 
scholarships to Eureka Springs High School seniors, 
dictionaries for third grade students in area schools, Holiday 
Island Veterans Park, and grants to other local organizations.

http://www.tinyurl.com/BH-MarkTwain
http://www.tinyurl.com/BH-MarkTwain
mailto:objections-eastern-region@fs.fed.us
tel:%28414%29%20944-3963
http://www.medicalparkpharmacy.epicrx.com


Mike ellis
At its April meeting, the Parks and Recreation 

Commission discussed the need for a long-term plan to assess 
revenues and planned projects, and some commissioners 
suggested holding off on any new projects until assembling 
such a plan. Then reality intruded, as the rental boat fleet at 
Lake Leatherwood City Park required immediate replacement 
at a cost of $13,000. At the May 17 meeting, reality called for 
another immediate expenditure, as Parks Director Justin Huss 
said the CCC building at Leatherwood needs repainting.  

Huss suggested the project would cost about $10,000, 
and require extensive surface preparation, priming and 
painting. He said because of condition of the building, further 
delay would increase the cost because of possible damage 
to wood. Aside from the financial aspect, Huss noted the 
historical value of the structure and said its appearance would 
detract from the new playground. 

Commissioners Barry Reed and Jay Fitzsimmons 
continued to press for an overall plan for spending revenues 
from a one-eighth cent sales tax that will expire in summer of 
2017. They asked Huss to list revenues received and anticipated 
and to list what projects have been completed. Only then, they 
suggested, could the commission make an informed decision 
on spending. “We might spend a little each month and end up 
with some important stuff undone,” Reed said. “It’s the only 
way the citizens of this city can hold us accountable.” 

Huss agreed with the need for the long-range plan, 
but said the CCC project would certainly be on that list. 

Commissioners unanimously authorized funds for the 
project. 

Chair Bill Featherstone gave an update on the community 
center, and said the fund has more than $60,000 in cash, 
$40,000 in pledges, and multiple stage matching funds from 
Cornerstone Bank. Featherstone said the fund has accepted 
donations as small as two dollars, and encouraged people to 
visit Igave50.com to contribute. He said the page has a list 
of donors, and that list helps to influence outside funding 
sources to gauge the level of support in the community.   

Vacation pay language altered
Commissioners had tabled a discussion of vacation 

pay for interim director Donna Woods last month. Her 
contract specified she would begin accruing vacation 
time immediately, although city policy requires a year’s 
employment before vacation time should accrue. Instead of 
awarding vacation pay, Fitzsimmons suggested a bonus equal 
to the vacation pay. Upon further discussion, commissioners 
added language explicitly stating that the payment would 
provide final compensation for vacation time owed Woods.  

Wait, there’s more
• Ken Trimble spoke about Eureka’s status as a Bee City 
USA, and showed small signs that will appear in several 
places with that designation. He said cities participating in 
the program promote bees and other pollinators by creating 
habitat and reducing the use of pesticides and herbicides. He 
referred anyone interested to the Facebook page for Eureka 
Springs Pollinator Alliance.

• Huss spoke in favor of contracting for a reservation service 
for the cabins at Lake Leatherwood, and said the park would 
see increased revenues. Fitzsimmons pointed out that one 
of the suggested systems would cost $5,000 per year, and 
wondered if it would pay for itself. Huss and Featherstone 
suggested forming a committee to research various services 
and costs. 
• New rates were set for one-hour, three-hour, or all-day 
rentals of the new fleet of canoes, kayaks, jon boats, and 
paddleboards.
• Commissioner Ferguson Stewart outlined a plan for a 
community block party in August at the LLCP meadow. He 
said the police and fire departments and the sheriff’s office 
would bring vehicles. Stewart said he hoped the event would 
bring out some people who had not yet seen some of the 
recent improvements at the park.
• Jim Girkin returned to the commission after a visit to a city 
council meeting. He wants to donate a portion of his property 
to the city, and council told him he would need to provide 
a legal description of the property he wants to donate. He 
was concerned that he might have to pay for a survey, and 
Featherstone promised to help arrange the least expensive 
approach to generating the needed legal description. “We’ll 
get that done,” he said. “I share your frustration.”

The commission has a workshop scheduled for June 7 
at Harmon Park to look at the long-range plans for spending 
the remaining sales tax. The next regular meeting will be at 6 
p.m. on June 21 at City Hall.
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Council prepares
to bid out fire station

Mike ellis
Eureka Springs Mayor Butch Berry asked city council on 

Monday for authority to take bids to sell the White Street fire 
station, but the small property comes with some complications. 

Dick Titus owns the adjacent property, and said he has tried to 
buy the property in question for 28 years. He said he owns a lease 
on the portion of the lot behind the fire station, and has a garage 
on that portion of the lot. The lease includes a provision that if the 
fire station needed to expand, that property would revert to the fire 
department, but his lease would remain in effect if the property 
changed hands. 

Alderman Terry McClung suggested that the city sell the property 
“as is,” with Titus’s lease an encumbrance on the property. If someone 
else enters the highest bid, Titus will still own a lease on a portion of 
the property, and he’ll have a new landlord. Titus made no secret of his 
intentions to enter an artificially high bid to buy the property himself, 
and promised to retain the building’s exterior. 

A survey of the property revealed some other discrepancies. A 
small section of the fire station extends onto an adjacent property 
owned by Steve Beacham, and he overlaps a small portion of the 
fire station property. Aldermen considered letting whoever buys 
the property resolve the situation with Beacham, but he replied, 
“I’d much rather get this sorted out with the city first.” 

Council voted to prepare an ordinance to swap the two small 
portions and agreed to let the mayor proceed with the bid process.   

HDC OKs three new houses
Mike ellis

The Historic District Commission sailed 
through an agenda without contention last 
Wednesday as commissioners granted Level III 
approvals to three new single-family residences 
planned by Angus Hyden LLC. Fatima VanZant 
answered questions about the three structures, 
at 60C Wall St. and 1 and 3 Angus St. The two 
buildings on Angus will each be 1,000 sq. ft., and 
the Wall St. property will be 770 sq. ft. 

Lyla Allison received Level I approval to 
enclose a rear deck at 77 Spring St. Allison asked 
commissioners to give her builder the option of 
installing a window vertically or horizontally, and 
no one objected.  

Level I administrative approvals were issued 
for repairs and repainting at 108 Wall St.; replacing 
and repainting siding at 67 Mountain Dr.; and 
replacing and sealing an upper front deck at 35 
N. Main St. A Level I approval was also given 
to repair and stabilize a front porch and rebuild a 
retaining wall at 11 Douglas St. 

Cultural Revival celebration at Historical 
Museum

Chair Dee Bright closed the meeting with a 
reminder about an upcoming event at the Eureka 
Springs Historical Museum at 6:30 p.m. on 

Thursday, May 26. The Ozark Cultural Revival 
Celebration will begin with an open house at 
the museum, with new displays in the Ozark 
Room. Traditional Ozark music and storytelling 
will follow at Calif Spring, next to the museum, 
followed by the Eureka Springs Preservation 
Society Awards for historic preservation projects 
completed in 2015. The HDC will also present 
awards for stewardship of historic properties. 

This event is part of Arkansas Heritage Month, 
and the public is invited. Refreshments will be 
served. 

The commission will next meet at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 1. 

Quiet meditation 
Thursday

The Eureka Springs Buddhist Study 
Group will gather for 30 minutes of 
meditation followed by reading and 
discussion on Thursday, May 26 at 4 p.m. 
at Heart of Many Ways, 68 Mountain Street. 
All are welcome. 

http://rockinpigsaloon.com


@JustBill: Attended a surprise party at work 
this afternoon. Fred was really surprised he 
was retiring.
@simonholland: I’d love to have a deep 
meaningful discussion with my daughter but 

I’m not that good at emojis.
@amydillon: Got out of listening to the door-to-door salesman’s 
pitch by telling him I’m the cleaning lady, which really isn’t even 
a lie.
@Woodylovescoffee: Airline just told my GF she has too much 
baggage & they’ve only known her a couple of minutes.
@imchriskelly: Colleges should offer a writing class called “That 

Last Line of an Email.”
@robdelaney: Can’t live without your coffee? Tweet about it!
@shanethevein: I hear they’re coming out with a new “Blame me, 
I voted” bumper sticker.
@explodingunicorn: My 3 year-old called her eyebrows “eye 
mustaches.” I was going to correct her but instead I upgraded my 
vocabulary.
@tinynietzsche: When I was a child we had to look things up in a 
dictionary or encyclopedia, uphill both ways in the snow.
@neiltyson: Does it disturb anyone else that “The Los Angeles 
Angels” baseball team translates directly to “The The Angels 
Angels?”
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WEEK’STopTweets

It’s not about 
bathrooms

Editor,
In response to Marti Suchsland’s letter… 

my goodness, wouldn’t your grandchildren 
benefit more from love and acceptance than 
judgment and hate? I am struck by the photo 
of an elderly woman holding a sign saying, 
“It wasn’t about water fountains in the ‘60s 
and it’s not about bathrooms now – end the 
hate.”  

I would imagine that transgender folks 
have been using the restrooms that suit their 
identity for ages now. And why? Because 
they need to go to the bathroom, wash their 
hands, and leave like everyone else. 

This has become an issue because of 
hatred and ignorance, which is much more 
damaging to any child’s upbringing. The 
outlandish bathroom scenarios you refer to 
have absolutely nothing to do with gender 
identity. It has to do with criminal and hateful 
tendencies, which could be anyone.  

I can only hope people like you will 
realize someday that your ignorance has 
blinded you to the love that exists in this 
world when we can accept people for who 
they truly are.
Lucie Forbes

Logic instead of fear
Editor,

To those who take exception to having 
people use public restrooms that correspond 
to the gender to which they identify, how 
about using rational thought and logic rather 
than fear? Transgender individuals have 
been using the restroom of their choice for 
eons. The recent controversy in this regard 
is creating a problem where there was 
none. Those who would harm children are 
pedophiles, not transgender people.  

The greatest percentage of pedophiles 

resembles your F/father or my brother – 
ergo indistinguishable from your everyday 
male. Pedophiles have been using the men’s 
public restrooms at the same time as little 
boys for eons as well. I personally would 
never let a little boy go into a men’s public 
restroom alone, as herein lies the possible 
danger.

That a pedophile might dress up like 
a woman to prey on children in a lady’s 
bathroom is remote and in my research I 
have yet to find such a case. Most pedophiles 
are adult males who look like adult males 
who prey on little boys.  

Transgender individuals simply need to 
use the rest room like you or me – nothing 
else; and they may sit next to my little 
old lady chubby white butt self anytime. 
For my part, I choose logic, empathy and 
acceptance as opposed to hate and fear; it 
feels considerably better. 
Julie Freeman, Ph.D.

Education is key
Editor,

This is my reaction to the sweet and 
compassionate Christian lady who wrote 
a letter last week about who uses which 
bathrooms.

First, transgender people should not 
be equated with sexual predators. Most sex 
offenders are straight men who prey on their 
own children, little girls and little boys.

“God-fearing people” could better 
spend their time getting educated about 
transgendered people and going to therapy 
to get rid of their irrational fear, prejudices, 
and hatred.

The “Let it be known” sweet and 
compassionate lady Christian threatens 
violence. Isn’t that both against real Christian 
teaching and against the law?  “If he [sic] is 
lucky, he [sic] will only need an ambulance 
to respond to remove him [sic]. If he [sic] is 

not so lucky, he [sic] will need the coroner 
and hearse.”

Since the writer seems ignorant, let 
me explain that the notation “sic” is used to 
denote that the quoted passage is incorrect 
but that the word has been quoted verbatim 
even though the word is used incorrectly.

A person who has changed from 
being male, a transgendered person, and is 
now a female, should be referred to as she. 
So, unless this sweet and compassionate 
Christian lady was looking up the woman’s 
skirt, she would not really know her original 
gender or the gender the so-called “offender” 
has changed into.
T.A. Laughlin
 

Follow the yuan
Editor,

Recently, Hillary Ramrod Clinton told 
the Kentucky folks she would provide $30 
billion to offset the coal industry losses.

Bill Clinton sold the Long Beach 
Naval Shipyard in the Los Angeles harbor 
and George Air Force Base to the Red 
Communist Chinese.

What would Hillary sell to the Chinese 
to provide that $30 billion? Yellowstone 
National Park? The Statue of Liberty? All 
American airport control towers? All of the 
above?
Richard B. Waxenfelter
Berryville

Solar power –
problem or solution?

Editor,
Last week’s article on climate change 

made it clear that business-as-usual is not an 
option. However, a number of people were 
especially disturbed by the claim that solar 
panels are worse than coal-fired power plants 
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Sex is assigned at birth when the doctor 
or midwife checks a box identifying a 
baby’s exterior anatomy.

Gender is what society does to the baby 
after that. Gender is roles and behaviors 
society deems appropriate. Snakes and 
snails and puppy dog tails, sugar and spice 
and everything nice, etc. 

But not every baby conforms to what 
others perceive them to be. Babies tend 
to grow up and fall in love, sometimes 
with someone of the opposite sex and a 
generation older than they are. Sometimes 
with someone they will never meet but see 
in the movies. Sometimes with a person 
who has the same parts, but a different skin 
color, religion or political persuasion. It’s 
quite difficult to get seven million people 
lined out the way we assume they should 
be. Not just difficult, but crazy, futile and a 
time stealer.

Sex isn’t the problem, as that’s how 
we relate to others. Are we looking for 
someone to support us? Someone to hold 
us? Someone to obey us? Someone to 
motivate, cheer, believe or hang out with 
us? That person or people likely exist, but 
reasons for locating a best pal are individual 
and scattered, like snowflakes.

Gender identity is a person’s sense 
of being male or female. It could easily 
have nothing to do with the box the doctor 
checked. Sexual orientation is about whom 
you are attracted to, the person you fall in 
love with.  

And gender identity is you. Your 
memories, aspirations, strengths, flaws and 
phobias, not your structure. It’s special and 
convoluted and as personal as you want it 
to be. 

Transgender people can be straight, 
lesbian, gay or bisexual. A person who 
transitions from male to female and is 
attracted only to men would identify 
as a straight woman. A person who 
transitions from female to male and is 
attracted to men would typically identify 
as a gay man.

Transgender people are not hurting 
anyone, yet people can’t wait to hurt 
them. Why average people cherish being 
different, but don’t want others to be, is a 
philosophical question, not a legal one. 

Bruce Jenner made it publicly known 
that he felt inside his head, heart and soul, 
he was a woman. He underwent mental 
and physical therapy. His family mourned 
the loss of Bruce, then embraced a woman 
named Caitlyn Jenner. She had done her 
best to be a man and it simply didn’t work 

out for her, so at 66, she finally got to where 
she was happy. Surely that’s a plus in this 
lifetime. 

This issue is not about bathrooms. 
Goodness, public bathrooms used to be 
holes in stone benches situated over creeks 
where Romans and Greeks and Egyptians, 
men and women, would sit side-by-side 
and converse as part of their day. It was 
communal and as easy as buying a chicken 
hanging from a rope. It was natural, 
hygienic and an experience people looked 
forward to. Our fear is not about bathrooms, 
though we admit our digestive system has 
been startled by all this.

Last week we received a letter cussing 
the President of the United States for saying 
public schools had to allow boys to use the 
boys’ bathroom and girls had to use the 
girls’, and information checked on their 
birth certificate could simply be outdated 
information. Wine bottles all over the 
United States were uncorked. 

Do we really think our president would 
do anything to endanger school children? 
My stars, the man has done everything in 
his power to protect and serve all people 

of this country. He was simply saying that 
those who, because of hormones they got 
while their mothers were pregnant, or genes 
they got from great-grandpa, or preferences 
they reached on their own, were as much a 
part of the American family as those who 
have different genes and grandpas.

To equate a person’s chosen gender 
with perversion is as naïve as thinking 
because a clergyman is bound by 
commandments, he will not be a weekend 
adulterer or identity thief. 

And writing a letter and having it 
printed in a local newspaper is protected 
by the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution. Our forefathers did 
not make a provision for tasteful-only 
letters, but there is a legal requirement to 
not print libelous (injury to reputation) 
letters. 

Printing that letter is also protected 
by the First Amendment. It is only 
staggeringly irresponsible journalism if an 
editor is actually a censor. In which case 
there would be no reason to have the First 
Amendment.

Mary Pat Boian
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Let’s get down to it

The election of Donald Trump will 
absolutely and forevermore make 
America the laughingstock of the 

free world; civilization as we know it will 
end; and Ted Bundy will replace Emily Post 
as the new norm for social engagement. 
But what in God’s name is Hillary Clinton 
thinking? She wants Bill to run what? The 
economy? 

See President Obama roll his eyes: 
not only does he have to contend with the 
foreign policy disasters left behind by 
George W. Bush, he’s also had to clean up 
the economic and policy messes configured 
by Bill Clinton. And now Hillary’s going to 
let Bill do it again? We know the Democratic 
Party has arteriosclerosis, but does it have 
dementia, too?

How is it that Democrats – and Wall 
Street – recall the Clinton Administration 
with such euphoria? Weren’t Americans 
awash in money? You bet. All of it 
personally borrowed. Household debt as 
a percentage of disposable income rose 
from 68% in 1980 to 128% in 2007 – 
all exacerbated by Clinton’s aggressive 
free market tongue wrestling with banks 
and financial institutions in the 1990s. 
Such borrowing stimulated the “Clinton 
Economy” but it papered over its lack 
of sustainability by hiding the extent to 
which it was leveraged on the backs of 
people with middle-class aspirations, but 
falling incomes.

Policy wonks in both parties admit 
that the gap between rich and poor has 
widened, and pragmatically report that it is 
due to globalization and cheaper workers. 
But globalization can’t account for the fact 
that American workers in the 90th to the 
95th income range (using social security 
data) – doctors, lawyers, Indian chiefs, 
small business owners, and other non-
manufacturing workers – have seen their 
compensation rise by just 27.2% in the last 
20 years even though their productivity is up 
72%.  More than 9 out of 10 Americans are 
making substantially less money than they 
used to. 

This is hardly an endorsement of 
Senator Sanders. It is an appeal to Mrs. 
Clinton and her supporters to cut the lesser 
evil rhetoric and offer – and demand – real 
tax reform, real investment in infrastructure, 
and an end to the privatization of public 
institutions. In other words, to start acting 
like Democrats again.  

by Dan Krotz

The
Pursuit Of

HAPPINESS



A little help from our friends:
• Carroll County Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-844-247-3223 
(844-24PEACE) is available 24/7. The Purple Flower Domestic Violence 
Resource and Support Center of Carroll County is open Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at 103 West Church St. in Berryville. (479) 
981-1676. The Purple Flower will also have free and confidential Domestic 
Violence Empowerment Support Group on every 1st and 3rd Thursday of the 
Month at the Berryville Community Center from 6 – 7:30 p.m. 
• 24-hour NWA Crisis Line for Women – NWA Women’s Shelter serving 
Carroll County – “Empowering families to live free of violence.” (800) 
775-9011 www.nwaws.org 
• Cup of Love free soup lunches – Cup of Love provides soup lunches at 
Flint Street Fellowship Mondays and Wednesdays from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
and at First Baptist (Penn) Church on Fridays, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.  (479) 363-
4529
• Flint Street Fellowship food pantry, lunch, free clothing – Pantry 
open 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. Free lunch Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Free clothes/shoes closet, books and 
household items. (479) 253-9491 or 253-4945. Leave donations in barrel at 
entrance if facility is closed.
• Wildflowers one-dollar, furniture barn/thrift store US 62E across from 
Hill County Hardware. One-dollar store in the yellow building every 
Friday from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Thrift store, furniture bank in big blue barn 
behind the chapel open Wednesdays – Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Donation drop offs Thursday – Saturday between 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. Healing 
and delivery outreach in chapel Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 
• Shamatha and Tonglen meditations Monday – A meditation group 
will meet every Monday at 6:30 p.m. to focus on Shamatha, learning how 
to focus to achieve peace of mind, and Tonglen, a practice of love and 
compassion on all beings. The meetings will alternate these two practices 
so that one is the focus on each Monday with coffee and tea afterward. Call 
Alece at (479) 244-6841 or Gary at (479) 244-6840.
• Celebrate Recovery – Soul Purpose Ministries, 801 S. Springfield, Green 
Forest, 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday. Potluck followed by 12-step Christ-
centered meetings for those suffering from addiction, habit, hang-up or hurt.
• No high school diploma? Free GED classes in the Carnegie Library 
Annex every Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 9 a.m. - noon with 
study and tutoring for the GED test. Open to ages 18 and up. GED classes 
also in Berryville at Carroll County Center. Some open to ages 16 and 17 
per educational requirements. For info: Kathy Remenar (417) 342-8498, 
Carnegie Library (479) 253-8754, Carroll County Center (870) 423-4455). 
Offered by North Arkansas College with Carnegie Library support.
• Grief Share, A Bible-based, 13-week program for those who have lost 
a loved one will begin on Sunday, Feb. 21 from 1 – 3 p.m. at Faith Bible 
Church, Suite C, 3 Parkcliff Drive, Holiday Island. Share with others 
experiencing similar circumstances in an informal, confidential setting. 
Call (479) 253-8925 or email lardellen@gmail.com.
• Overeaters Anonymous – Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. Barbara (479) 244-
0371 • Narcotics Anonymous – Fridays, 5:30 p.m. (903) 278-5568. 
Meetings held at Eureka Springs Coffee Pot Group behind Land O’ Nod 
Victorian Inn.
• Coffee Break Al-Anon Family Group Women – Tuesdays, 9:45 a.m., 
Faith Christian Family Church, Hwy. 23S, (479) 363- 9495.  • Al-Anon 
Family Group (AFG) – Sundays, 11:30 a.m., Mondays and Tuesdays 7 
p.m. • Eureka Springs Coffee Pot AA Groups  Monday – Saturday 12:30 
p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m.; Sunday – Thursday, Saturday, 5:30 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Friday, 8 p.m. (479) 253-7956 • Al-Anon Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. 
Meetings held at Eureka Springs Coffee Pot Group behind Land O’ Nod 
Victorian Inn. All other meetings: See www.nwarkaa.org
• St. Vincent De Paul Thrift Store – First Tuesdays – provide assistance 
with medical help, utilities, clothing, emergency shelter, shoes, etc. Annual 
charity Christmas Gift & Food Program. Mon-Sat 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 1844 
Hwy. 62W Berryville. 
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May 20
6:32 p.m. – Constables separated individuals 
involved in a domestic disturbance.
8:38 p.m. – Caller reported a hit and run of a 
white vehicle banging an SUV near a church.

May 21
12:49 a.m. – A traffic stop on E. Van Buren 
resulted in a DWI/speeding arrest.
2:58 a.m. – Two people were arrested on Center 
St. for public intoxication. One was also charged 
with disorderly conduct.
9:50 a.m. – The sheriff’s office notified ESPD 
of a reckless driver coming into town on Hwy. 
23N but officer did not encounter the vehicle.
10:47 a.m. – Driver hit a manhole cover that 
caused his vehicle to flip over. Constable took 
a report.
11:44 a.m. – Assistance for graduation traffic on 
Hwy. 23S was requested.
12:16 p.m. – Individual reported that three 
dogs in full sun in an SUV were on N. Main. 
Constable found all windows were down and 
spoke with the owner who was working nearby 
and checking on them regularly.
2:40 p.m. – Caller reported that it seemed a 
grave in the cemetery had been tampered with. 
A report was taken.
7:42 p.m. – An “out of control” Louisiana man 
was arrested for destroying property at a local 
motel.

May 22
12:25 a.m. – A Missouri man was arrested at a 
traffic stop
for speeding and outstanding warrants from 
Izard County.
8:24 a.m. – Caller saw a bee hive in a parking 
lot and was worried someone would run over it 

and bees would attack. Constables placed cones 
around to protect bees and people.
8:31 a.m. – A burglar alarm went off at a 
restaurant but investigation revealed the reason 
was a mystery.
8:59 a.m. – Dog complaint from different people 
was dealt with.
9:22 a.m. – Sheriff’s office alerted ESPD to an 
erratic driver on US 62. Driver was cited and 
not intoxicated.
9:48 a.m. – Federal Protection got wind of a 
bank alarm going off but keyholder had already 
advised ESPD that all was okay.
2:57 p.m. – A reported reckless driver drove 
perfectly well as officer followed the vehicle 
through town.
4:51 p.m. – Complainant said a vehicle hit her 
vehicle in a parking lot and vamoosed. A report 
was taken.
4:51 p.m. – A man called regarding a disturbance 
and wanted police backup to accompany him to 
the site of the agitation, where a woman was 
arrested for public intox.
6:09 p.m. – A man was reportedly stealing 
flowers from the Planer Hill city garden. He was 
not apprehended.
7:04 p.m. – A mother requested police check on 
her son at an area motel. They did and he was 
asked to contact his mother.
7:04 p.m. – Security was cause for alarm at a 
local business but all was found to be secure.
8:23 p.m. – Officer checked out report of 
a confrontation but were unable to locate a 
disturbance.
10:50 p.m. – A fracas between two guests at a 
motel resulted in the arrest of one for drunk and 
disorderly conduct and resisting arrest. 

INDEPENDENT
ConstablesOnPatrol

INDEPENDENTNews
Cabins for trail riders

Mike ellis
Parks Director Justin Huss showed commissioners at pictures of some small rental cabins for 

trail bikers, just big enough for a couple of bunks, two chairs, and two bike racks. At last week’s 
meeting, Huss said the cabins would have a great potential for return and would further add to the 
appeal of Lake Leatherwood City Park trails. Chair Bill Featherstone agreed, and proposed having 
one cabin in place before July’s Fat Tire Festival to gauge feedback. Commissioners noted that 
these cabins could be placed in remote locations with the addition of solar power. 

Bike Trails improving
Nate Griffey, representing the Ozark Off Road Cyclists, said the OORC has put in 67 volunteer 

hours of trail maintenance in the last month, mostly in weed chopping. Most of the work took place 
in the grassier areas, he said, since hillside trails do not require as much maintenance. Griffey said 
the work has left LLCP bike trails “in better condition than Slaughter Pen Trails in Bentonville.”

A workday is planned beginning at 9 a.m. on May 29, to re-route the northern descent of 
Miner’s Rock Trail. The new route will not be as steep, and will go through an oak grove. Anyone 
interested may join the workday, and no experience is necessary.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony is planned for June 4 for the new beginner trail, although a time 
has not yet been set. 
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INDEPENDENTNews
Part Four: Coming Chaos

John house, MD
Decline in net energy, unsustainable 

mountains of debt, and climate change are 
just a few of the enormous problems that 
humanity faces. I believe, that over the next 
ten years, each of us will feel 
tangible disruptions in our daily 
lives related to these challenges.

Throughout the next 
decade there is likely to be 
enormous political upheaval, 
intermittent shortages of energy 
– both gasoline and electricity – 
and disruptions in government 
services, particularly Social 
Security and Medicare 
payments. There is a good 
chance we could see serious 
food shortages secondary to 
climate chaos and collapse of the financial 
system, as well as reduced availability of 
medications and healthcare services. I also 
expect to see a dramatic increase in domestic 
(U.S.) climate refugees as drought, fire, and 
flooding continue to take their toll.

I make no claim of being a fortuneteller, 

so I can’t say with certainty when an event 
will occur or even that it will happen at all. 
But I do know that if I hold a lit match to a 
piece of paper, there’s a real good chance 
the paper will start burning. The same 

can be said about the issues 
I’ve raised. A series of events 
is underway and they have a 
logical, expected outcome.

I began to develop an 
awareness of these problems 
more than five years ago and 
I’ve been educating myself and 
watching developments closely 
since then. So far, events have 
deteriorated at a pace consistent 
with my concerns.

I know that I’ve laid out 
a pretty depressing, “doom 

and gloom” picture. My intention isn’t to 
depress you, but to inform you. Knowing 
what’s coming is the best way to make 
provision for the future.

The core challenges humanity faces 
aren’t really that much different than the 
challenges we’ve always faced: ensuring 

adequate food, water, and shelter. What’s 
different now is that there are many, 
many more people on the planet, we have 
extracted most of the easy-to-reach non-
renewable resources, and we have a climate 
that isn’t going to be working in our favor.

It’s too late to do anything to stop the 
processes that have been put into motion; 
the match has already lit the paper on fire. 
But there are some things we can do to 
ensure that we – and those we love – are as 
prepared as possible for what’s headed our 
way.

As you consider the short list I’ve 
compiled, keep in mind that no matter what 
happens, making these changes won’t be 
a waste of time as they will benefit your 
health and your state of mind.

I encourage you to look at every aspect 
of your life and find a way to meet your 
needs locally. Think about how the founders 
of Eureka Springs lived in the late 19th 
century and it will give you a good model to 
follow for your own preparations.

Start growing as much of your food 

HOUSE
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Survival tips from a survivor
Becky Gillette

Living in Ocean Springs, Mississippi, for a decade 
before Hurricane Katrina hit, I was well aware of the need 
to have an emergency preparedness kit. There were often 
several hurricane threats per season, and each time when I 
went to the grocery store you would see almost panic buying 
of water, batteries, bread and other supplies. If you didn’t get 
there early, the shelves were sometimes bare.

Still, when Hurricane Katrina hit, I learned some lessons 
about being prepared for an emergency. I made mistakes that 
could have been fatal if the flooding had been worse.

First, never stay in low-lying coastal areas when a 
Category 5 storm is in the Gulf. I had gotten tired of evacuating 
for storms that ended up doing little if any damage. A couple 
times putting all your family photo albums, computers, and 
most precious heirlooms in the trunk of the car and then 
having the storm go elsewhere or fizzle out had made me 
complacent.

Second, always keep the tank full of fuel when a storm 
approaches. I had a VW diesel Jetta at the time, and diesel 
wasn’t as easy to find back then. I didn’t even have enough 
diesel to evacuate considering it took hours to crawl 30 miles 
because evacuation traffic was so heavy. By the time I realize 
how serious Katrina was going to be, I had no way to get out.

I had plenty of water – outside on the porch of my home. 
It floated away when the storm surge inundated the area. I did 

have a few gallons inside, and if I had any idea my house was 
going to flood, I would have left. But the home I lived in on 
Davis Bayou hadn’t flooded in Hurricane Camille decades 
earlier. So, like many people, some of whom didn’t live to tell 
the story, I thought my home was safe from flooding.

My daughter and I were fortunate that the house only 
flooded to about knee deep. By not evacuating, we were 
able to move computers, other electronics and family photo 
albums up high where they were safe. The storm surge 
retreated quickly, leaving us with 1,000 square feet of white 
carpet to remove from the house.

The first order of business was to get everything wet 
out of the house so it could dry as soon as possible. Who 
would have thought that a tool to remove carpet should be 
in an emergency preparedness kit? Razors didn’t work, but 
it turned out my Buck knife was a great tool to rip out carpet. 

Still another thing to consider in a pending disaster is 
having some cash on hand. You can’t write a check or use 
a credit or debit card. I was fortunate that three men who 
showed up the day after the storm to help remove the carpet 
were willing to wait to be paid until the bank opened – which 
was surprisingly fast. It was eerie going into the dark bank 
where they were using flashlights to check your balance and 
hand you cash. 

If I could have had one thing after the storm that I didn’t 
have, it would have been a camp stove or a gas barbeque grill. 

Try working 16 hours cleaning up flood damage and then the 
next day not having coffee to get started in the morning! And I 
was surprised how quickly we tired of eating cold food. Even 
though it was hot as blazes, warm food is very comforting. 

Another supply I wouldn’t have thought necessary was 
alcohol. Exhausted in the evening, a glass of wine would 
have really been nice before falling into bed trying to sleep 
in the heat and humidity of post Katrina with no electricity. 
All the stores in my area were closed for at least a week after 
Katrina, and even then it took a while for normal supplies to 
be re-established.

There were a couple of things that went better than 
you might have expected. Even with the phone lines on the 
ground, they still worked. And I never once lost city water, 
which was a huge blessing cleaning up after the flooding. It 
was also really helpful to take cold showers several times a 
day or night when overwhelmed with the heat.

One supply I had that came in handy was pine cleaner. 
While many people use bleach to kill mold that can grow after 
flooding, pine cleaner is safer for you and the environment, 
and works very well to prevent mold from growing.

Another thing during a disaster that is quite helpful is 
having good neighbors. After a day or two without coffee, 
kind neighbors gave me the much needed caffeine boost. 
Another neighbor – the one who said, “I hope you aren’t 

SURVIVAL TIPS continued on page 23
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AG&F claims WMA timber cut will improve habitat
Becky Gillette

Local residents who like to hike, ride 
mountain bikes, camp or go bird watching 
in the McIlroy Madison County Wildlife 
Management Area have concerns about a 
large number of mature trees marked for 
harvesting in the southern part of the 14,435-
acre WMA, about 13 miles south of Eureka 
Springs off Hwy. 23. They would like to see 
more of the older trees conserved, and fear 
that heavy log trucks on the narrow, one-lane 
road will do a lot of damage. 

Mark Hutchings, Northwest Region 
wildlife supervisor for Arkansas Game & 
Fish, said that harvesting the trees would 
benefit the environment by opening up the 
tree canopy to get more sunlight to increase 
herbaceous vegetation for wildlife. More 
sunlight can increase the diversity of plants 
on the ground.

“The process we are going through in 
the long term will promote wildflowers,” 
Hutchings said. “The whole idea of opening 
the canopy is to get more light in. When it is 
heavily shaded, there is real limited response 
from plants. The more sunlight you can get 

in there, the better it is for native forbs, a term 
that refers to broad-leafed plants that flower 
which benefits pollinators and produce seeds 
that can be used by a variety of songbirds. 
It will also provide browse for the deer and 
turkey, and allow more berry-producing 
plants used by black bears. A wide variety of 
plant growth will be promoted.”

The intention is for the selective timber 
cutting to mimic what would have been in 
the area before it was disturbed by human 
activities. Hutchings said traditionally much 
of that area would have been pine and oak 
woodlands, which usually results in a more 
open canopy type situation. A closed canopy 
shades plants below and trees remaining 
don’t grow as big because they are too 
crowded.  

Most of the trees marked for harvested 
are mature pine trees, some of the largest 
trees in that area of the WMA. In some 
cases, there are several large trees clustered 
together marked with blue paint for 
harvesting.

Regarding concerns about heavy log 
trucks on the narrow road that provides the 

only access, Hutchings said any damage 
would be repaired.

“I can assure you anytime we do any 
type of contract work with loggers to do 
a thinning, it is a part of the contract that 
any damage incurred in getting logs out is 
repaired,” Hutchings said. “Weather can 
play a part of it. It can depend upon how wet 
it is.”

Hutchings also said that there will be 
some large trees left, and some buffers along 
the road where there won’t be as many 
trees cut as in the interior. Some of the trees 
harvested may be damaged and not expected 
to live much longer.

“That area has quite a lot of natural 
disaster issues from ice storms and wind 
damage,” Hutchings said. “There used to be 
some really nice timber on that area, but a 
lot of it has taken some hits. It is just part of 
nature. That kind of thing happens. We have 
had ice storms, insect damage, high winds, 
and hurricane-associated events. What we 
are looking at in some areas is removing 
some of those damaged trees. When you 

WMA continued on page 20
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I think I have walked to the Mystic 
Spring at least a hundred times. One 
summer some of us went there every 

day with a young lady from St. Louis, 
Miss Laura Simpkins who was hoping 
the use of the water would restore her 
hearing.

The Mystic Spring is the most 
majestic scene near Eureka. The broad-
browed overhanging precipice with the 
shelf of soft stone near its foot is awe-
inspiring. The little stream of water that 
flows smoothly out from a low, narrow 
cavern at the foot of the cliff trickles 
down a narrow gulch and falls over a low, 
shelving rock. In those days there was a 
heavy plank across at the foot of the little 
waterfall that those who wished to get 
water could do so dryshod. Another heavy 
plank was laid along the steep side of the 
lower gulch that visitors might be seated. 
More often than not that rough bench was 
occupied.

Across the hollow and a little nearer 
town, was the Little Bell Spring, named 
from the musical murmur of softly falling 
water that could be heard but not seen. 
Only a small stream of water escaped 
through a crevice. The supposition was 
that the water that did not escape from 
that crevice found its way through an 
underground passage down some distance 
below to the valley floor. There was 
always a marshy spot opposite the place, 
about halfway between the Mystic and the 
Magnetic, where another hollow opens 

off to the east.
Some of those scenes of the past are 

connected with later occurrences. When 
I attended the Cromer School we went 
up the hill from Spring Street along a 
trail behind a house that stood facing a 
little gully with a bridge over it. I think 
the house and the bridge are still there. 
Thad and Homer McLaughlin lived 
near there on Spring Street and also 
attended the Cromer School. I think it 
would be impossible to get up the hill 
there now since so much excavating has 
been done. But at that time the Crescent 
Hotel and Crescent Boulevard had not 
been built.

Homer McLaughlin was still a young 
boy when we left Eureka Springs, but 
some years later when we have been 
down there for summer outings, we 
visited his model grocery store which 
was as clean, polished, and sanitary as 
any drug store I ever saw. The building 
is there now, southwest of the Crescent 
Spring. In those days there was not a 
fresh meat counter in every grocery store. 
Homer kept his hams, bacon and lard, and 
bulky vegetables in a back room. Once 
he showed Mr. and Mrs. Wilhelm (my 
sister) and me through the cold storage 
vault, which was a cavelike passage into 
the bluff, winding and widening until it 
furnished ample space for keeping butter 
and anything in his stock that required a 
low temperature.

I visited the McLaughlins in 1926, 

and again in 1928, with my sister, 
Minnie Mills Lewis, when we attended 
the Old Schoolmates Reunion. Minnie 
and Florence Marsh McLaughlin, both 
mothers of growing families, found many 
subjects of mutual interest. At that time 
Homer McLaughlin was a pillar of the 
Presbyterian Church.

Florence Marsh, as a girl, lived 
across from the Chautauqua Hotel, on 
Spring Street beyond the Johnston and 
the Cary homes. In 1896 the third Alumni 
Banquet, the first I had attended, was held 
at the Chautauqua. I was staying with the 
Rippetoes down near the Cold Spring. 
Remember at that time there were no 
automobiles and few means of quick and 
dry transportation. Before that meeting 
was over, there came a very hard rain 
that continued far into the night. Florence 
(Ponnis) Marsh took all of us girls home 
with her and put us to bed. We had all 
gone to school with her in the past. There 
were not so many of us. I really believe 
“Ponnie” furnished shelter for all the girl 
alumni who had attended the meeting. It 
was an experience and a kindness that I 
for one can never forget. Loads of thanks, 
Ponnie.

After seeing Pond Mountain, I 
wonder why more is not said about it. It is 
as much a marvel of nature as Pivot Rock. 
Has anything happened to the Pond? It is a 
body of water on top of the mountain with 
no visible source of supply. Water does 
not rise higher than its source. Whence 

comes that water?
The Dairy Spring was set in a 

woodland retreat with pine trees on 
both sides of the Dairy Hollow. That 
was where I learned the sound of the 
whispering pines. I never before nor since 
saw so many pine trees. In the summer 
of 1890 changes were made there in 
preparation for the Interstate Summer 
Normal. A large auditorium was built, the 
water of the spring piped to a faucet. The 
Auditorium was immense, with a stage. 
It was used for some years, but only one 
session of the Normal, that of the summer 
of 1891 was held there. There was a 
variety of talent; for six weeks programs 
were held. Musical numbers, quartettes, I 
don’t remember what all, and lectures. I 
remember one lecturer named Mott from 
DePaw University. Sam Jones spoke 
there.

A track was laid later and mule 
cars made trips from the Basin to the 
Auditorium. That was just before we 
moved away. I have been back there later 
when electric cars made the same trip, and 
I think the electric cars went up from the 
Dairy to the Crescent Hotel, also. 

Part Seven: Favorite Scenes in and Near Eureka Springs

Early Days at Eureka Springs Arkansas 1880-1892, a memoir of Nellie Alice Mills whose family moved here in two covered 
wagons from Oswego, Kansas, was written in 1949, relying on memory. In her second book, Other Days at Eureka Springs, written 
in 1950, she went through old records she had kept. The family home was built on the west side of Leatherwood, “about a hundred 
yards beyond the mouth of Magnetic Hollow, opposite Cold Spring, which supplied us, and all our neighbors, with water.”

EARLY DAYSat Eureka Springs©
 – by Nellie Alice Mills, 1949

White Street whirl 
– The annual White 
Street Walk brought 

droves of people 
to the street on the 

historic loop last 
Friday to buy art 

and gander at each 
other. Art, wine, 
food, and music 
could be easily 

found along the 
street and a flash 

mob performed in 
front of Ermilio’s

at 7 p.m.

Photos by

Jeremiah alvarado
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Time to throw ’em up –  The newly graduated high school seniors celebrated their freshly attained freedom after the turning of their tassels. 
Photo by Jeremiah alvarado

http://www.painterspaletteartschool.com
http://info@EurekaLibrary.org
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ARIES: In the past weeks you considered what was important to you. What was 
special, of value, and your monetary situation. These are important considerations. 
You might have asked how much am I worth and/or is what I’m doing worth it? 
You realized what would make you more comfortable, what to do with your cash 
(where to put it), and perhaps you researched gold and silver. If not, do so. Values 
and worth were your keynotes.
TAURUS: You thought and re-thought on how to approach the world, the 
new world of new ideas. How to bring forth all that you’re worth in 
order to create changes in living, location, geography, purpose and 
way of life. You are the sign of the Art of Living. So where and 
how you live is important. Because people watch you, mentor 
you, imitate you. Something of great value hasn’t emerged from 
you yet. In will soon. It’s brilliant!
GEMINI: The Mercury retro invited you to retreat into yourself, 
to be contemplative, to become a Pisces actually. Pisces and 
Gemini have a lot in common. Only these two signs are able 
to synthesize polarities and dualities. Dualities that you bring 
forth, the task of Gemini always. Did you feel alone these last 
weeks? Did you receive messages? Did you dream? Spirit and 
Venus were with you. Create an altar.
CANCER: Did you withdraw a bit from your usual social situations? 
When we are away from our usual habits, something unusual happens to us. We 
discover that we have an inner life and re-discover who we truly are. It’s important 
during the retrogrades to focus upon hopes, wishes and dreams. Even if you don’t 
yet know, ask each night before sleep. As the retrogrades ease, it will be time to 
reconnect and be with friends again.
LEO: The past weeks gave you an opportunity to tend to previous tasks, old 
business, to bring closure to work no longer relevant. A question for you. Are you 
happy with your work, your career, or with what you do each day? Do you know 
what you hope to achieve? Have you thought of this before? Tend to the world of 
work with renewed vitality, a new vision and orientation. The world needs you at 

this time.
VIRGO: The question posed to you these past weeks has to do with adventures. 
Have you had any recently? You’re due for a double shot of the world expanding 
all around you. A new sense of identity, too. It’s important to consider where you 
might want to travel in the near future, what you would study, what cultures are of 
interest? Your mind needs new information so the hidden parts of you can come 

to life.
LIBRA: Let all things secret come to light in your relationship. Let 

all your wealth be spread abroad. Let your gifts come forth, let 
them be shared with all who love you. Let anything that hinders 
your flow of love be eliminated. Let everything be forgiven. 
Forgiveness leads to the beginnings of understanding. Ask lots 
of questions. Listen deeply. Let the joy of others gifts wash 
over you.
SCORPIO: It seems everything came into renegotiation these 
last weeks. What you thought you wanted and needed wasn’t. 
What you thought was important and what you valued turned out 
to be different. There were things unspoken, hidden, unknown. 

Things will continue to change for you over the next months. 
You are continuing to clear your path and forging ahead. Read the 

Labours of Hercules (by Alice Bailey). Every labor. Find yours.
SAGITTARIUS: Everything about work was, has been and continues to be re-
organized. Even your daily life seems to be without an agenda. You reflect upon 
previous relationships and previous work situations. Sorting out what was good, 
what was valuable? All schedules have gone by the wayside. You’re called to be 
completely intuitive, flexible, discerning and unpredictable. In the meantime, in 
all the changes, care for your health first.
CAPRICORN: Your creative energy was in a state of rest for awhile. This seeming 
withdrawal was quiet. It was to create a new underlying state of the arts, creativity 
and inspiration. What are you imagining now, what is inspiring you? Galleries, 
art magazines, dance, music, these reconnect you to spontaneity, playfulness and 
curiosity. Keywords: recapture, reanimate, restore what love kindled.
AQUARIUS: You are very aware of how home is our hideaway, refuge, shelter, 
our sangha, the sanctuary we retreat to. What is the quality of your home? So many 
of us don’t yet have one. Or we’ve lost our home. Home is our childhood, our past, 
our foundation, the roots that grew our values and established our character. Be 
grateful for all that has been given to you. As you grow in gratitude, things needed 
are offered you.
PISCES: You are beginning a new phase soon. Now you are in the transitional 
phase. In all transitions, Libra comes into our lives. Libra whispers to us, 
“Maintain balance, be poised. Be graceful, dignified and self-confident. Remain 
calm. Simply prepare.” You are to “triumph wherever you find yourself.” Don’t 
hover, perch, hang, float or suspend your life. Just wait. Patiently.
 
Risa – writer, teacher, esotericist, astrologer. Founder & director – Esoteric 
Astrological Studies & Research Institute, a contemporary Wisdom School in 
the Mystery School tradition. Email – risagoodwill@gmail.com Web – www.
nightlightnews.org/ FB – Risa D’Angeles

Mercury Direct, Mars Remains Retrograde

With Mercury now moving 
forward we begin a new three-
month cycle of information 

gathering. The purpose of Mercury 
retrograde is to help us organize information 
received previously, thus preparing our 
minds for new information in the upcoming 
months. We were to review, then cast away 
thoughts and ideas no longer needed. Not 
utilizing the retrograde in this way, we can 
have difficulty integrating new information 

and revelations offered before the next 
Mercury retrograde occurs. Mercury next 
retrogrades August 30 – September 22 (in 
Virgo). And again December 19 – into the 
new year (in Capricorn). 2017 begins in a 
Mercury retrograde. 

As of this writing, Mars, Saturn, Pluto 
and Juno remain retrograde. Soon Neptune, 
too. We are therefore still experiencing an 
inner reflective focus and many of us feel 
exhausted. Mars retro makes Aries and 

Scorpio unusually tired. With Saturn & 
Pluto retro, Capricorn, too is affected. We 
don’t push the river. We stand deep in the 
river (of reflection) instead. 

Thursday, Jupiter (in Virgo) squares 
Saturn (in Sag). Jupiter direct, Saturn 
retrograde. Jupiter expands us, Saturn 
holds back. They’re social planets, 
affecting our being out & about in the 
world. We seek expansive change and 
encounter hindrances everywhere. It’s 

not time yet. Their interchange? Saturn 
creating structures (we can’t see yet) 
to express Love and Wisdom (Jupiter). 
They’re mutable signs, telling us to adapt 
and observe more, make adjustment to old 
beliefs, and to know all is well. Even the 
vicissitudes. They have purpose. Here is a 
statement from a great teacher to a student. 
“Be simple, clear as day, accepting and 
full of love.” These get us through the 
retrogrades all the time. 

ESOTERICAstrology as news for week May 25-June 1  by Risa

mailto:risagoodwill@gmail.com
http://www.nightlightnews.org/
http://www.nightlightnews.org/


EATINGOUT
in our cool little town
Area restaurants are ready for you. EAT OUT OFTEN.
Take a break and enjoy a good meal.
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1886 Steakhouse
Crystal Dining Room

Sky Bar

Ermilio’s
Angler’s

Cottage Inn

Oscar’s Café

Rowdy Beaver

Bavarian Inn
Caribé

Myrtie Mae’s

Pepe Tacos

Aquarius
Taqueria

Local Flavor
Amigos

StoneHouse

•La Familia

Café Amoré

Sweet n Savory

• Sparky’s

Ozark Fried
Chicken

Legends

Mud St. Café

The Filling Station

Thai House

Chelsea’s

Balcony
Bar & Restaurant

New Delhi
DeVito’s

Catfish Cabin

• Mei Li• Forest Hill

Eureka Live’s
Sidewalk 

Café

Grand Taverne

• Grotto• Oasis

Le Stick

FRESH

ESNA
Railway

Adobe

Gaskins Cabin
HI Country Club

Going down to the river
The Kings River Watershed Partnership 

will hold its Carroll County river cleanup on 
Saturday June 4. If you would like to join us, 
meet at the Grandview Bridge at 8 a.m. For more 
information go to kingsriverwatershed,org or 
call (870) 654-4134.

Mining at the past
Historical fiction writer Marian Szczepanski will share 

research skills and techniques at the Writers’ Colony on June 18. 
She will start with an overview of the nine-year research process 
for her novel Playing St. Barbara, then the focus will redirect to 
participant’s individual projects, challenges and questions. 

Marian holds an MFA in fiction from Warren Wilson College 

and has won awards for short fiction and magazine feature 
writing. This workshop is one of four celebrating the spirit of 
Scotland in the Ozarks. The workshop will be from 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. with an hour for lunch. The fee is $50 and must be paid in 
advance to guarantee a seat. Call (479) 253-7444, email director@
writerscolony.org or go to www.writerscolony.org to register. 
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THURSDAY, MAY 26
BALCONY RESTAURANT – Catherine 
Reed, Singer/Songwriter, 5 p.m.
BREWS – Let’s Talk about Death, Baby! 7 
p.m.
CATHOUSE LOUNGE – Opal Agafia and 
the Sweet Nothings, Americana, 8 p.m.
CHELSEA’S – Randall Shreve, Rock, 9 
p.m.
EUREKA LIVE! – Green Screen Karaoke, 
9 p.m.
GRAND TAVERNE – Jerry Yester, Grand 
Piano, 6:30 p.m.
LEGENDS SALOON – Another Turn, 
Rock, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 27
BALCONY RESTAURANT – Catherine 
Reed, Singer/Songwriter, 12 p.m., Steve 
Jones, Singer/Songwriter, 5 p.m.
BREWS – Ol’ Scratch, Graveyard Rock, 
7 – 10 p.m.
CATHOUSE LOUNGE – Jimmy Wayne 
Garrett, Rock, 8 p.m.
CHELSEA’S – Opal Agafia and the Sweet 
Nothings, Americana, 9 p.m.
EUREKA LIVE! – DJ and Dancing, 9 p.m.
GRAND TAVERNE – Arkansas Red, 
Guitar Dinner Music, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
LEGENDS SALOON – DJ Karaoke with 
Stan, 8 p.m.
NEW DELHI – Cori Jay, Singer/Songwriter, 
6 – 10 p.m.
ROWDY BEAVER – 2 Dog 2 Karaoke, 
7:30 p.m.
ROWDY BEAVER DEN – Terri and Brett, 

How about it? Nachos and folk music? Balcony Restaurant with Catherine Reed is for you. How about multi-instrumental vaudeville 
indie rock? Randall Shreve, Chelsea’s, Thursday night, put on and then kick off your dancing shoes. Jimmy Wayne Garrett and the 
Liberty Bell Rhythm Band – Not Too Far From Mississippi – at the Cathouse Friday will make Thursday jealous. 

Think like it’s a long weekend! If you’re still here on Tuesday we’ll see you at Los Roscoes because they just make everything better 
even though it’s referred to as blues. It should be called magic. Cathouse, can’t miss it.

Boatloads of live music all weekend:  Five days, indoors and out

INDYSoul by Reillot Weston

INDY SOUL continued on next page

Sat., March 7 • 9:30 p.m.
Fri., March 6 • 9:30 p.m.

Thurs., May 26 • 9 p.m. – RANDALL SHREVE
Fri., May 27 • 9 p.m. – OPAL AGAFIA

Sat., May 28 • 9 p.m. – BURN BARREL
Sun., May 29 • 9 p.m. – JOHN HATCHETT

Mon., May 30 • 9 p.m. –SPRUNGBILLY
Tues., May 31 • 9 p.m. – OPEN MIC

O
l’ Scratch plays Brew

s, Fri., M
ay 27.



The Art gods blessed us with perfect 
weather last weekend. The rain 
stopped just in time for the White 

Street Studio Walk, and the long-lost sun 
shone on the Art of Crochet. My WSSW 
started off with a deadly Margarita by First 
Place World Hot Sauce champions Burt 
Hamilton and Carly James, who added a 
couple drops of their “Butternut Bomb” 
sauce to the tequila and lime, concocting a 
spicy, delicious cocktail. 

Donning 1920’s garb, poets Mackenzie 
Doss and Molly Sroges typed on-the-
spot personalized poems for a mere 2 
bucks. Sponsored by the Writers’ Colony, it 
was a welcome addition to the Walk. 

Commendations to WSSW founders 
Zeek Taylor, Mary Springer and Eleanor 
Lux for continuing this 26-year tradition that 
anchors the May Festival of the Arts. 

Gina Gallina and friends hit it out of 
the (Basin) Park Saturday with a cacophony 

of color and texture, 
an event like no 
other we’ve seen. 
Kids, families, 
hipsters, hippies, 
grandmothers, et 
al., interactively 
mingled while 
crocheting, trying on crazy garments, and 
playing with crotchet-covered toys and 
beach balls. Even a gang of serious bikers 
in full leather drag paused to smile as they 
walked through the park. 

Melonlight Dance’s Maypole 
extravaganza added to the zaniness, along 
with bandshell music that was anything but 
sad from Sad Daddy. 

Saturday ended with the long 
anticipated return of Eureka ex-pat Opal Fly, 
who rocked Chelsea’s as much as swung, for 
three full sets. The dance floor was full. 

Competing with Memorial Day 
Weekend, there’s not a lot happening art-
wise in May’s final week.

Valerie Damon has new work at Iris 
at the Basin Park Saturday, and check out 
James K. Sawyer’s work at Zarks. The HI 
artist combines sculpted polymer clay with 
found objects, bound to make you smile.

Main Stage is sponsoring the Arkansas 
Arts Center’s Artmobile, stationed May 23-
28 in the non-profit’s North Main parking 
lot. It’s a great opportunity to introduce kids 
to art; the Artmobile is touring the “Animals 
Familiar and Fantastic” exhibition.  From 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., it’s all free.  

My “On My Morning Walk” exhibit 
continues at Brews, and in Basin Park. 
Rumor has it those retro photo-viewer key 
chains will be given away in the park on 
Saturday between 12 and 3 p.m. 

Wishing a speedy recovery to Anna 
and Joel, the fabulous musical duo known 
as Handmade Moments. Their tour bus was 
in a horrible accident in California. Though 
banged up pretty bad, the show will go on. 

Rock, 9 p.m.
SATURDAY, MAY 28

BALCONY RESTAURANT – Pearl Brick, 
Singer/Songwriter, 12 and 6 p.m.
BREWS – Chris Harp, Singer/Songwriter, 
7 – 10 p.m.
CATHOUSE LOUNGE AND BEER 
GARDEN – De France, Rock, 1 – 4 p.m., 
Homewreckers, Rock, 4 – 8 p.m., Tom Bryant 
Band, Rock, 8 p.m.
CHELSEA’S – Burn Barrel, Rock, 9 p.m.
EUREKA LIVE! – DJ & Dancing, 9 p.m.
GRAND TAVERNE – Jerry Yester, Grand 
Piano, 6:30 p.m.
LEGENDS SALOON – JAB the Band, 
Rock, 9 p.m.
LE STICK – Pete Maiella, Singer/Songwriter, 
7 p.m.
NEW DELHI – Pete and Dave, Americana, 
6 – 10 p.m.
ROWDY BEAVER – Terri and the 
Executives, Rock, 7:30 p.m.
ROWDY BEAVER DEN – Terri and Brett, 
Rock, 1 – 5 p.m., Jimmy Garrett Band, Rock, 
9 p.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 29
BALCONY RESTAURANT – James White, 
Singer/Songwriter, 12 and 5 p.m.
BREWS – Brick and Fields, Blues, 2 – 5 p.m.
CATHOUSE LOUNGE AND BEER 
GARDEN – Septembers End, Rock, 1 – 4 
p.m., Matt Smith and Ocie Fisher, R and B, 
4 – 8 p.m.
CHELSEA’S – John Hatchett, Singer/
Songwriter, 7 p.m.
EUREKA LIVE! – Green Screen Karaoke, 
7 p.m. 
NEW DELHI – Pete and Dave, Americana, 
1 – 5 p.m.
ROWDY BEAVER – Jimmy Garrett Band, 
Rock, 7:30 p.m.
ROWDY BEAVER DEN – Brick Fields 
Band, Blues, 7:30 p.m.

MONDAY, MAY 30
CATHOUSE LOUNGE AND BEER 
GARDEN – Nathan Kalish, Singer/
Songwriter, 1 – 4 p.m.
ROWDY BEAVER DEN – Dorrian Cross, 
Rock, 1 – 5 p.m.
CHELSEA’S – Sprungbilly, Bluegrass, 9 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 31
CATHOUSE LOUNGE – Los Roscoes, 
Blues, 5 p.m.
CHELSEA’S – Open Mic, 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1
BREWS – Open Mic, 7 p.m.

INDY SOUL continued from previous page ARTAttack by John Rankine

Creating peace and happiness at Metafizzies
The May 30 meeting of the Eureka Springs Metaphysical Society will feature 

Cheri Moffitt discussing the PSYCH-K program for accessing the wisdom of nature 
to create peace and happiness. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at the Heart of Many 
Ways, 68 Mountain Street. All are welcome.

Going from mild to wild with romance
USA Today best-selling author Laura Parker Castoro will be at The Writers’ Colony at 

Dairy Hollow on Saturday, June 11 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. to give tips on how to write smart, 
sassy and compelling romance. 

To register go to www.writerscolony.org or call (479) 253-7444.

Wrapping it nice and tight – The Crochet 
Festival in Basin Park on Saturday drew 
people to wrap the Maypole hooked by
Gina Gallina. Melonlight Dance Studio jazzed 
up the event with a crocheted
hula-hoop contest following.

Photo by Jay vrecenak

The Poet 
Is In 
– Mackenzie 
Doss typed 
out on-the-
spot poems 
during 
Friday’s 
WSSW.  

Photo by

John rankine
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DEPARTURES

Joanne Marie (Hayes) Miller of Berryville, Ark., was 
born March 25, 1954 in Miami, Okla., a daughter of Ralph 
Edward and Rita Mae (Dennison) Hayes. She departed this 
life Wednesday, May 18, 2016 in Berryville, at age 62.

Joanne loved antique shopping, puzzle books, electronic 
games and her two pets, Taz and Rolo.

On August 29, 2000 she was united in marriage to 
Archie Miller who survives her of the home. She is also 
survived by daughter, Jennifer Riggs of Muskogee, Okla.; 
daughter, Maggie Venniser of Tulsa, Okla.; stepdaughter, 
Shawna Miller of Oregon; stepson, Mark Miller of Oregon; 
seven grandchildren; one great-grandchild; two step-sisters, 
Carolyn Chapman of Missouri and Janie Hayes of Miami, 
Okla.; and half-brother, John Hayes of Texas. 

She is preceded in death by her parents and step-sister, Judith Ann Hayes Wallis.
Memorial service will be at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, May 26 at the Community of 

Christ Church, Berryville, Ark., with Pastor Jan Weiberg officiating. Cremation 
arrangements are under the direction of Nelson Funeral Service, Inc. Memorial 
donations may be made to Archie Miller c/o Richard Gillham at First National Bank 
of North Arkansas, 305-307 Public Square, Berryville, Arkansas 72616 to help with 
expenses. Online condolences may be sent to the family at nelsonfuneral.com. © 
Nelson Funeral Service, Inc. 2016 

Joanne Marie (Hayes) Miller
March 25, 1954 – May 18, 2016

There will be a gathering of friends and colleagues of Erica Maleckyj, on Friday, 
June 3, 11 a.m., at the First Christian Church on Passion Play Rd. Erica, a nurse who 
moved to Eureka Springs in 1970, died May 29, 2015. 

Maleckyj Memorial Service

Becky Gillette

The McIlroy Madison County Wildlife 
Management Area south of Eureka Springs 
is popular for scenic overlooks, great 
hiking and biking trails, and free camping 
at primitive campsites. Unlike some of the 
National Parks that are overwhelmed with 
visitors, the Madison County WMA is a 
place with plenty of room to roam without 
running into hordes of people.

“We get a lot of camping use in the 
summertime,” Mark Hutchings, Northwest 
Region Wildlife supervisor for the Arkansas 
Game & Fish said. “There are trails there 
used by people who are hiking, or horseback 
riding. There are primitive campgrounds 
and some scenic overlooks on Kings River. 
Hunters from all over the state apply for 
permits to hunt deer and turkey at the WMA. 
As far as non-hunting activities, riding and 
horseback riding, access to river are the 
bigger uses.” 

The WMA has 24 campground areas 
identified on the map. There are no services 
available such as electricity and water. The 
campgrounds are particularly with out-of-
state, as well as local residents.

“We get people from far away who 
find us on a website of areas in the U.S. 
where you can camp for free,” Hutchings 
said. “We had some folks from Texas 
recently who found out about it that way. 
It’s primitive camping, but we have sites 
we keep mowed. You can stay a maximum 
of 14 days. Some camping areas are 
located next to caves. Some of the caves 
are closed to protect bats, but the cave 

entrances are esthetically pleasing. Some 
have springs coming out of them.”

While it is difficult to measure how 
many visitors go to the Madison County 
WMA because of the many different access 
point, Hutchings said the area is increasingly 
popular for walking, photography, horseback 
riding, looking for morels and being out in 
nature. 

“It is a really good example of the 
Ozarks, a mixture of pine and oak woodland 
and glade habitat that used to make up a 
good part of the Ozarks,” Hutchings said. 
“There is some good quality habitat there for 
a lot of wildlife resources from game species 
and to non-game species. 

 “You see a little something different at 
different times of the year. The fall color is 
something people are always interested in 
looking at. In the spring, the dogwoods and 
red buds blooming are really beautiful. And 
summertime brings on some of the plants 
endemic to glades. There is a shift is what 
you see in the natural landscape throughout 
the year.”

In the spring the area is popular 
with turkey hunters, and summer use is 
more tailored to the river and use of the 
campgrounds. In the fall, it shifts back a lot 
of camping associated with deer hunting 
activity.

One of the more popular areas is a scenic 
overlook on the King’s River Overlook and 
Trail. Another scenic highlight is Kettle 
Falls. Maps and other information can be 
obtained by calling (866) 253-2506, the 
Beaver Lake Regional Office.

have physical damage, insects the have 
opportunity to get into trees, and fungus 
develops. Removing some of the storm 
damage and other harvesting will help with 
the long-term health of the stand.”

Pests such as pine borers and oak leaf 
caterpillars can also take a toll. Ash borers 
have shown up in the state causing a lot of 
concern. Hutchings said insect pests are 
monitored closely. 

“We see damage from time-to-time, but 
not anything that will be an overwhelming 
economic loss as far as the timber products,” 
he said. “The forestry folks keep traps out 
to monitor insect populations. We have 
talked about this a lot. We are a very mobile 
society. We move things around. We have 
put in place regulations on the WMA asking 
people not to bring in their own firework as 
that is how ash borers have gotten moved 
around the country.”

WMAs have food plots, open areas 
where vegetation is planted for deer and 
turkey. Those disturbed areas can sometimes 
be ripe for being overtaken by unwanted 
non-native vegetation such as Sericea 

lespedeza, an introduced perennial legume 
that can grow three to six feet tall and take 
over native vegetation. 

“Lespedeza is really prevalent all 
across Arkansas and Missouri,” Hutchings 
said. “When it was introduced, they thought 
it would be good as a wildlife cover. We do 
monitor those plant communities and use 
some herbicide application to prevent them 
from taking over where we don’t want them. 
We use a variety of management activities 
like prescribed fire, and mowing before they 
make seed. We do the best we can to stay on 
top of that. It is a very aggressive plant whose 
seed is viable in the soil a long time and it 
can begin to dominate the plant community 
in some vicinities. In glade communities 
where we are trying to manage for more 
lower species, it can invade and create a 
management dilemma. In glades, prescribed 
fire is the fire number one management 
technique used.” 

Other problem invasive plants 
Hutchings identified include spotted 
knapweed, Japanese honeysuckle and 
privet. “Bradford pears are becoming quite 
invasive, as well,” he said. 

WMA continued from page 13

Scenic trails and free camping



eureka.news   |   May 25, 2016  |   ES Independent   |   21

As you can tell, most trips the last 
couple of weeks have been striper trips. 
Here’s another with Mark Schultz from 
Wichita, Kansas, caught by freelining 
shad. Stripers are being caught from 
Beaver Dam to Point 8, with a few still 
hanging around Prairie Creek and the 
Hwy. 12 bridge area this side of Rogers. 

A lot of guys on this end are doing 
good just throwing a big spook on top 
in early morning and evening in the 
bigger coves and points on the mouth of 
the coves, with some big schools being 
spotted busting the top. Find the bait, find 
the fish. 

Cooler air brought our water temps 
on Beaver and here at Holiday Island 
back down into the mid-60s, which keeps 
the fish happy as they can still move 

shallow and not have to hold below the 
thermocline, which usually happens after 
water temps get above 72°. That’s for 
most fish, but not catfish and perch. 

So the crappie are still playing in the 
shoreline brush, and bass are still making 
their beds in the pea gravel from 2 – 8 ft. 
deep; walleye are still liking the flats and 
points, 8 – 12 ft. deep; and bluegill are 
getting thicker near the shoreline. 

So it’s a great time to fish. If you’re 
just wanting to get out on your own, Lake 
Leatherwood is good for crappie now from 
the shore or boat. It’s a no wake lake with 
paddleboats and canoes, so you can fish 
out or from shore. So get out and take a kid 
fishing. All be safe this holiday weekend.

Robert Johnson fishofexcellence.
com (479) 253-2258

INDEPENDENTCrossword
by Mike Boian with extensive help from his wife, Ann                          Solution on page 22

acRoss
1. Gross minus tare
4. Mediterranean juniper
8. Swelling on a
 mushroom cap
12. Amendment first
 introduced in 1923
13. Revise text
14. Close by
15. Almost (arch.)
17. Sponge cake soaked in
 rum
18. The Orient
19. Wore away
21. Cha-Cha
23. Spoken
24. Cost per unit
25. Having no center
29. High anger
30. More or less vertical
31. Perpendicular
 extension
32. Supporting structure
34. Norwegian capital
35. Legal claim on
 property

36. Poet
37. Show up
40. Divisible by 2
41. Squealer, maybe
42. Unyielding
46. Casual running pace
47. Russian river
48. Sesame plant
49. Measures of energy
50. Identical
51. Terminate

DoWn
1. Seen for the first time
2. Before
3. Unusually capable
4. Perfume with burning
 material
5. Mine entrance
6. “Get it?”
7. Extremely delicate
8. Open a door, maybe
9. Lake created in 1936
10. George Herman Ruth
11. Toward the mouth

16. Shoe securer
20. Official position in
 military 
21. Intermittent liquid
 flow
22. Rhine tributary
23. Vast expanse of
 paperwork?
25. Wingless
26. Permeate with drying
 agent
27. Troubles
28. Artery blockage
30. Largest continent
33. Chooses for office
34. Central European river
36. Small egg
37. Price to play
38. Henry Tudor’s sixth
 wife
39. Forage
40. Mild Dutch cheese
43. Half of a bikini
44. 10th wedding
 anniversary gift
45. Antiquity

DROPPINGA Line by Robert Johnson

http://fishofexcellence.com/
http://fishofexcellence.com/
tel:479-253-2258


1,000 SQ. FT. – 99 SPRING. Studio/
workshop next to post office. Mountain 
Street access. (479) 244-5100, (479) 253-
4314. 

2,500 SQ. FT. – 99 SPRING – Entire 
second floor next to post office. Great studio/
workshop. Mountain Street access. (479) 
244-5100, (479) 253-4314. 

CAFE OR RETAIL BUSINESS with deck 
overlooking creek on North Main. Beautiful 
location! All utilities paid but electric.   (479) 
981-9811  

RETAIL SPACE FOR RENT ON 
NORTH MAIN. Wall of windows 
overlooking creek. All utilities paid but 
electric. (479) 981-9811

HOLIDAY ISLAND VILLAS & 
TOWNHOUSES near lake and marina. 
Peaceful and quiet, ample parking. From 
$375/mo.  (479) 253-4385  

ONE BEDROOM Spring Street 
downtown. First, last, deposit, references. 
Private patio, front balcony. Water paid, 
no pets. (479) 253-9513

ROOM FOR RENT. Share big beautiful 
house ten minutes south of town. $400/
mo. + electric. (479) 981-6049

2-BEDROOM, 2-BATH, Whirlpool, on 
Lake Lucerne Creek. Five acres, end of 
road, private well. $215,000. (831) 915-
7807. Partially cleared. 

ROCKIN’ PIG now hiring experienced 
host or hostess. Apply in person only. 
Gaskin Switch Center, US62. 

NOW HIRING PREP AND LINE 
COOKS. Apply in person at Pied Piper/
Cathouse, 82 Armstrong. 

FARM TO TABLE FRESH is seeking 
a line cook, prep person, and server part 
time/full time. Apply in person at 179 N. 
Main St. 

WANTED – day time care provider for 
boy with Down syndrome. Please call Joe 
at (479) 304-8998. 

AQUARIUS TAQUERIA – Experienced 
line cook for night position, Thursday 
through Monday. Submit résumés or 
applications to 91 S. Main. 

NEW DELHI CAFÉ is now hiring for 
all positions. Taking applications 11:30 
a.m. until 5 p.m. We are a fun, friendly, 
and fast paced restaurant. Please leave the 
drama at home. Experience required. 

HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED – Part-
time, great pay. (479) 253-7300 or apply 
in person at Colonial Inn, 154 Huntsville. 

COOK/KITCHEN HELP wanted for 
Oscar’s Café. Bring résumé and references 
to Hannah at 17 White St.
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PART/TIME KITCHEN HELP 
WANTED for The Sweet-n-Savory Café. 
Apply in person at 2076 E. Van Buren.

BUSSER AND DISHWASHER. Apply 
in person at Grand Taverne. 

HELP WANTED: hostessing, 
housekeeping, and waitering. Please apply 
at Bavarian Inn Lodge from 8 a.m. till 9 p.m. 

Established & Effective: SIMPLICITY 
COUNSELING – improving the health 
of your friends and neighbors in this 
community in a relaxed respectful 
environment since 2010. Depression, 
Anxiety, Self-Worth, Trauma, Grief, 
Adjustment & Relationships. Call for 
professional licensed service. (479) 244-
5181  “It’s Your Time” 

EUREKA SPRINGS FARMERS’ 
MARKET Open Tuesdays and Thursdays 
only, 7 a.m.–noon. Vegetables and fruits, 
cheese, meat, eggs, honey and so much 
more. Come for the food, music and to be 
with your friends. Catch us on Facebook. 

BREAD ~ LOCAL ~ SOURDOUGH
Ivan’s Art Bread at the Eureka Springs 

Farmers’ Market
New Sourdough Chocolate Muffins & 

Loaves
Breakfast breads and specialties
Request Line: (479) 244-7112

FLORA ROJA COMMUNITY 
ACUPUNCTURE & APOTHECARY 
– Carrying over 300 organic herbs, teas 
and spices. Large selection of supplies 
for all your DIY natural health, home and 
body care needs. Open Monday-Saturday 
11-6, 119 Wall Street. (479) 253-4968. 
www.florarojaacupuncture.com

Dear Mother & Father,
Have you won the lottery yet?

Remember, I’m your favorite daughter.

HKP – Looking forward to seeing you at 
the P. Lodge and later at the pool at the 
HIE in Birmingham. Still waiting on my 
sea shells.

The INDEPENDENT Classifieds cost $8 for 20 words, each additional word is 25¢. DEADLINE – Monday at noon
To place a classified, email Classifieds.Indie@gmail.com or call 479.253.6101

INDEPENDENTClassifieds

PERSONALS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

It’s A Mystery BookStore
the gently-used book store featuring 

vintage, modern & classic reads on the 
Berryville Sq.  www.itsmystery.net.

NOW HIRING
ALL POSITIONS,

PARKSIDE PRETZELS.
Excellent pay. DOE. Apply in person, 
8 Spring St. at Basin Park after 1 p.m.

HELP WANTED

TOM HEARST PROFESSIONAL 
PAINTING AND CARPENTRY  
Painting & Wood Finishing, Trim & 
Repair Carpentry, Drywall Repair & 
Texturing, Pressure Washing (479) 244-
7096

COMMERCIAL FOR LEASE

HELP WANTED

MAINTENANCE/
LANDSCAPE/

HOME SERVICES

SERVICE DIRECTORY

FANNING’S TREE SERVICE   
Bucket truck with 65 ft. reach. 
Professional trimming, stump grinding, 
topping, removal, chipper.  Free 
estimates. Licensed. Insured. (870) 423-
6780, (870) 423-8305  

TREE WORKS  Skilled tree care: 
trimming, deadwooding and removals. 
Conscientious, professional arborist and 
sawmiller. Bob Messer (479) 253-2284   

CHIMNEY WORKS  Complete 
chimney services: sweeps, repairs, 
relining and installation. Call Bob 
Messer (479) 253-2284  

HOMES FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE

RENTAL PROPERTIES
APARTMENTS FOR RENT

CROSSWORDSolution

ANTIQUES
WONDERLAND ANTIQUES buys/
sells antiques, primitives, unique vintage 
items. Open 10–5. Closed Tuesday & 
Wednesday. Hwy 62 east of Eureka 3 
miles. (479) 253-6900  

PERFORMANCE PLUMBING – 
Free estimates, bonded, insured, Master 
Plumber lic. MP6242. All plumbing 
services, water heater specialist, 
background checked and drug free. Cell 
(479) 244-5335. “When you call us you 
will talk to a licensed plumber not a 
machine.” 

RENTED

To place a classified, email Classifieds.
Indie@gmail.com or call 479.253.6101



SENIOR SOLUTIONS

CLEANING
SERVICE DIRECTORY

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING SERVICE

Residential. Deep cleaning and 
organizing, References available. Call 
Sharon (479) 244-6527. 

UPHOLSTERY
SERVICE DIRECTORY
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SENIOR SOLUTIONS GERIATRIC 
CARE MANAGEMENT – Licensed 
social workers guiding families in the 
care needs of loved ones. Assistance with 
Medicare enrollment. Piper Allen (479) 
981-1856, Susan Hopkins (479) 253-
9381. www.seniorsolutionsar.com

INDEPENDENTClassifieds

UPHOLSTERY–RESIDENTIAL, 
COMMERCIAL, CUSTOM BUILT. 
Furniture repair, antiques, boats, caning. 
Fabrics & Foam. Free Estimates. No job 
too small. Call Aaron (479) 212-2875 or 
abunyar@sbcglobal.net

when it comes to releases of carbon dioxide 
(CO2).

Well before the threat of SWEPCO’s 
transmission line some of us depended 
on solar panels for most, if not all, of our 
electricity. While the entire community 
focused on stopping SWEPCO’s misbegotten 
plan, the number of solar power systems 
was growing fast. Carroll County Electric 
Cooperative reports show that its customers 
with grid-tied solar power systems increased 
at a rate of almost 40 percent per year during 
2009-2014. Since 2013, local teams have 
installed more than 600 solar panels in this 
area. Has all of this been taking us in the 
wrong direction? 

No, we were right all along. Solar 
panels are about 20 times more climate-
friendly than coal-fired power plants. Many 
studies have found that the quantity of CO2 
and other greenhouse gases produced per 
kilowatt-hour of electricity generated that 
can be attributed to coal-fired power plants 
is about 20 times greater than that for solar 
panels. In these studies, the entire lifecycle of 
the two systems was taken into consideration 
– extraction of raw materials for making 
solar panels and constructing coal-fired 
power plants, production of the panels and 
construction of the two systems, and the 
operation of both systems.   
Pat Costner

Hog farm must go,
and can

Editor,
It has been three years now since AEP/

SWEPCO sent our small town into a tizzy 
with their injudicious proposal to run a 
humongous power line through our beautiful 
community. We successfully fought off 
SWEPCO’s misanthropic misadventure.

About the same time, the hog farm on 
the Buffalo National River was approved 
and built, and continues to exist despite 
growing evidence it is damaging our state’s 
most precious and important National Park. 
People concerned with closing the hog 
farm have asked the secret of our success in 
stopping SWEPCO.

First we had the leadership of Pat 
Costner. Second, we had a community that 
stood united against it. Third, we had strong 
evidence against the need for it and fourth, 
we had great press coverage. 

Regulatory agencies’ purpose is not to 
protect the public, but to enable corporations 
to get what they want. When it comes to 
dealing with regulatory agencies, it’s best 
to start with the knowledge that they will 
not take any steps to protect us that we are 
unwilling or unable to force them to take. 

I urge those interested in protecting 

tourism and the environment to contact 
the governor’s office and the head of the 
Arkansas Department of Environmental 
Quality and urge them to close the hog farm 
as soon as possible to prevent any further 
damage to one of our state’s most important 
resources. Governor Asa Hutchinson (501) 
682-2345;

Becky Keogh, Director of the 
ADEQ (501) 682-0959

Please attend the meeting at the UU 
fellowship on Elk St. Thursday night from 
7-8:30 p.m. Dr. Van Brahana will present 
the latest report on independent monitoring 
efforts and the growing evidence of 
impairment. 
Doug Stowe

Alternative to pollution
Editor,

The April 2016 Newsweek story on the 
Georgia-Pacific paper mill and the Ouachita 
River, with people dying from cancer, 
includes a statement from GP: “The body of 
water residents call Stink Creek is a lawful, 
necessary part of the process.” 

GP’s claim is false. Stink Creek is 
Coffee Creek, a natural stream predates the 
plant. Coffee Creek is now a water treatment 
canal taken by GP. Why add pollution to 
the Ouachita River from a massive 700,000 
tons per year fluff mill?

Arkansas Economic Development 
Council does not welcome questions on the 
project. The total investment to get this deal 
paid with our taxes is over $260 million, 
excluding public health and tourism losses. 
Please see online comments to my guest 
editorial “Sun Paper not a done deal.”

What if we use our funds investing $10 
million in 26 low-income counties to create 
community edible gardens, emergency 
shelters, pet rescue shelters, and tree 
planting programs to reconnect people with 
nature? New jobs, no pollution, and tourist 
revenues. Standing trees are golden, the only 
CO2 sink we have. Forest carbon fees paid by 
polluters are the lean solution.
Dr. Luis Contreras

MAIL continued from page 8

as possible, or partner with some of our 
local growers. Most of them usually need 
extra help and, I suspect, would welcome 
the opportunity to share some of what they 
know and grow in exchange for a little 
labor. I also recommend learning how to 
can foods, putting away as much as possible 
to ensure you have enough for you and your 
family to eat through the winter months.

If you have a yard, get a few chickens. 
They are a lot of fun to care for and can 
provide both meat and eggs. If you have 
a few acres, then you might want to try 
your hand at raising goats. Goat’s milk is 
delicious and nutritious and there’s nothing 
quite so fun as a goat kid.

In the event that water supply is 
disrupted, don’t expect to get your water 
from bottles at the store. If you have a well 
powered by electricity, you may want to 
invest in a solar powered system. If you rely 
on city water, having a large storage tank is 
a good idea.

An adequate heat supply can be vital 
during an ice storm or other electricity 
outage. If you don’t have a wood-burning 
fireplace, you may want to consider having 
a woodstove installed.

If you’re dependent on daily 
medications, discuss the issue with your 
doctor to see if there are any you can live 
without. For the rest, you may want to start 
stockpiling those medicines to help you 
weather any short-term disruptions. Having 
a good first aid kid is always a good idea 
as well.

There are several good books available 
that provide step-by-step instructions 
on living a simple, self-sufficient life, 
describing how to garden, store your 

harvest, raise livestock, work with bees, 
make simple repairs, and more. The 
purchase of one or two of these books (a 
printed version, not electronic) can be an 
excellent investment.

Whether we are facing hardship or joy, 
the most important thing any of us can do is 
to live every day as if it is our last, making 
preparations just in case it’s not. I encourage 
you to be kind to those around you – human 
and non-human alike. As the stress of our 
daily existence increases over the coming 
years, kindness and forgiveness will make 
everyone’s life a little more bearable.

[Eds. Note: Dr. House responds 
to mining and manufacturing of solar 
panels producing more CO2 per kw of 
generated electricity than coal-burning 
plants, ESI May 18: The manufacture of 
solar panels is highly energy intensive 
including the cost of mining the raw 
materials, turning those materials into a 
photovoltaic cell, assembling the solar 
panels themselves, the packaging to 
protect them from breaking in shipping 
(usually large amounts of Styrofoam™), 
fuel to transport from the East to the West 
and then to the assembly site, the energy 
used to build the support structure for the 
panels, etc. Any number of studies can be 
used to support a debate one way or the 
other, but ultimately, the fact remains that 
the only way to stop catastrophic global 
warming is to stop all CO2 emissions right 
now. Since solar panels generate large 
amounts of CO2 in their manufacture and 
it would take millions of square meters of 
solar panels to power our world, it’s clear 
that solar panels do not offer a meaningful 
solution to the problems at hand. Don’t 
misunderstand me, though, fossil fuels 
don’t solve our problems either.]

COMING CHAOS continued from page 11

staying for Katrina because we are staying 
for Katrina,” came over and checked on us 
during the eye of the hurricane and again 
afterwards. Even though they were in the 
same boat with a flooded house, it was 
reassuring to have someone looking after our 
welfare.

Every disaster is different, of course. In 
the 2009 ice storm here in Arkansas, I was 
without heat for seven days because my 
gas heater required electricity to operate. I 
was fortunate my neighbors, Pat and Louise 
Mesa, took me in. And before the next winter 
rolled around, I installed a woodstove. 

SURVIVAL TIPS continued from page 12

tel:%28501%29%20682-2345
tel:%28501%29%20682-2345
tel:%28501%29%20682-0959
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http://coxbusiness.com
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